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PANDEMIC RESTRICTIONS  - I came across a notice from 

the mayor in Kelowna that I thought you might enjoy. Sounds 

much like current times, right? But check out the date!  

 

JAMS - Notice to those hoping to resume getting together 

for our small circle jams at the Elks Community Hall - looks  

like indoor organized gatherings are banned for awhile yet.  
 

WHAT’S COMING UP? 

Not a heck of a lot, but there is one important event to mark on your empty calendar: 

AGM - SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6 at 7 pm             

This year, in lieu of physically gathering together, we will try holding our AGM on Zoom. If 

you don’t have Zoom, it’s a free download  at https://zoom.us/support/download. I will send 

all members a zoom invitation by email closer to the date, and you just need to click on the 

link (apologies to those without a computer, but we will send out minutes after the event).  

So we have to miss the traditional yummy potluck dinner before the meeting, but the good 

news is you don’t have to drive in the snow and ice, you don’t have to wear a mask or produce 

a vaccination passport, and you can wear your pyjamas if you want to. . . . We skipped AGM 

and elections last year at the recommendation of Provincial, but this year I hope we have a 

good turnout, as it’s always refreshing to hear ideas from a majority of the membership. 

This is your chance to make suggestions for things you would like to see the club doing in 

future. It’s also a chance to be on the Executive - if you choose to be and are nominated 

and elected - so that you can have input on the direction of the club all year! The board 

meets once a month Sept - June. These days we meet by Zoom, the meetings are only about 

3/4 hour, and the tasks are very minimal (meeting time length and tasks may change once 
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we get busy again). We will be seeking nominations for President, Vice President, Secretary, 

Treasurer and three new board members, so think about it.  Please don’t expect we will 

always just roll over those who currently fill the positions - for one thing, there is the 

chance of resignations (some positions have been vacant for a while now), and secondly, it 

helps to keep a club vibrant and fresh if there are new ideas and faces on the zoom screen 

every couple of years! If you would like to run, or find out more about what it entails, 

contact any of the current executive. If you are planning to nominate someone, please ask 

them before the meeting (or privately during the meeting). There should be no surprises, so 

no one needs to avoid the meeting due to fear of getting nominated for a position. And 

anyway, it is okay to say no.  

FIDDLE GROUP ZOOM CLASS OPPORTUNITY FOR INTERMEDIATE FIDDLERS 

Trish and Geoff Horrocks of Nanaimo https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VdvKa3tr5tE  

teach 14-week fiddle group classes on Zoom; next set of classes is February 8/9 to May 

25/26 on either Tuesdays 5:30-6:30 or Wednesdays 10:00-11:00 (same class).  This class is 

aimed at adults and teens; definitely an intermediate class, not a beginner class although 

the tunes range in difficulty from pretty easy to quite challenging. A more advanced player 

would still get something out of it. 

https://crosscanadafiddle.com/collections/weekly-classes/products/copy-of-folk-

band?variant=39865300647989 

 

MUSICIANS BE READY WHEN PLAYOUTS START 

We’ve had a request from Northern Health to send via email vaccine passports for any 

musicians who would like to play at the Senior Homes when the time comes that we can do 

so. If you’re missing playing for seniors and want to be on the ‘approved’ list to be ready, 

please email a photo of your vaccine passport either to Beth or to 

Samantha.Cartwright@northernhealth.ca and tell her that you’re with Old Time Fiddlers. 

 

 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 
 

BURSARY IS READY! 

 

At the last live AGM we had discussed the idea of offering a bursary through our Branch 

for any of our active young members who are graduating from Secondary School and 

planning to further their education. Your Board has been busy setting this up, and 2022 

applications are to be received by May 1 deadline.  See requirements at end of this 

newsletter. More information will be presented at the AGM, and it will soon be on 

Facebook.com/pgfiddle or our website: http://bcfiddlers.com/branches/prince-george/.  
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MEMBER NEWS 

 

A big warm welcome to our new members; Kirsten Calder-Sutt, Eunice Finch, Gladys 

Cormack and Duncan Graham. Goodbye to member Barrie Wagner, who has moved away.  

 

John Ryser, one of our very first members in Branch #1 who was injured in a serious 

accident on his farm last summer, is out of the hospital (YAY!) and is recovering at a 

friend’s. If you would like to call John please get the number from Beth; I’m sure he’d like 

to hear from some of his friends.  

 

Congratulations are due for Jack Wilcox, who is also one of our earlier members and a 

fiddler - Jack turned 95 in November. Wow; way to go, Jack! 

 

********************************************************************************* 

That’s all for now. Keep your eye on the day when we can all get together to visit, fiddle and 

dance - have faith; it will come one day. 

Beth Bressette 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BC Old-time Fiddler’s Association – Branch #1 Prince George Bursary 

The British Columbia Old Time Fiddlers’ Association was formed over 53 years ago in Prince 

George to promote and encourage old time music, to foster connections among the fiddling 

communities throughout BC as well as Canada, and to encourage young people to take up 

fiddling and violin playing.  The Branch #1 Prince George Bursary will be awarded annually 

based on contributions to the club by the applicant and their immediate family. 

Eligibility: 

• The applicant must be an active/current member of the Branch for at least the past 

year 

• The applicant and/or a member of the applicant’s immediate family must have 

contributed a minimum 10 hours of volunteer time to branch activities and events 

over the past calendar year (prior to covid restrictions).  

• The applicant must provide proof of enrollment in a full-time post-secondary program. 

• Can be eligible for up to 4 years provided criteria about is met each year. 

 

Amount: 

- Up to $500 annually, amount to be determined by the board 

Application process 

- Please submit a letter by May 1st that includes:  

o a summary of your membership history with the branch, 

o a summary of the volunteer hours for the club completed by you and your 

immediate family,  including the dates and a brief description of the 

contribution 

o any notable music accomplishments over the past year 

o your educational plans for the upcoming year 
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