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room stood up and
came forward with a
big wide smile on her
face and said out loud,
“I remember that tune”.
Music holds memories
for everyone and as
Nell says “Music is for
sharing.” Nell relishes
leading us through our
tune list.

Well spring is in the air
here and we are
enthusiastically looking
forward to when we can
get together again to play
some tunes. I would like to
introduce you to two of our
core members, Nell
Bowles and Bob Berge.
Nell has been a
member of the OTF since
2003. She has been the
secretary, treasurer and has
now filled the role of
president for the past 4 years. She
is open to new ideas and is very
supportive of young fiddlers in
our club.
She is a BC girl who was
born and grew up in Vancouver.
Nell spent many summers in and
around Jarvis Inlet. Her Dad used
to play the mouth organ and she
can remember the beautiful tunes
echoing down the calm waters of
the inlet. Her brother plays the
guitar and the dobro.
Her Mom started her off
playing classical music. Nell was
not very keen on that type of
music so that did not last long.
However, it enabled her to learn
some of the fundamentals of the
fiddle. It was not until 2003 that

Nell Bowles
she started to take the fiddle
seriously and attended festivals
and eventually joined the OTF.
Old Time Music appealed to her
because of the variation in the
music from waltzes to jigs to
reels.
Nell’s husband was working
in the forestry industry and she
had the opportunity to spend a
couple of years in Papua New
Guinea. She lived in a logging
camp along the Wali Gobi River.
Nell would play her keyboard in
the jungle for everyone’s musical
enjoyment.
Today, what Nell enjoys most
about fiddling is performing at
the senior residences. She
remembers one time when a
senior lady at the back of the

Nell’s favourite fiddlers
are Patti Kusturok and
Ivan Hicks. She says
that they are so smooth
and expressive. It is truly a joy to
listen to them performing.
A couple of strong influences
in her fiddle playing were George
and Ruby Gudbranson. Every
Monday morning she would go
over to their place and play
music. Ruby would be on the
piano and George on the fiddle.
They were always encouraging
and supportive. She especially
loved it when they would play
her favourite tune Village
Carousel.
T h e C o o m b s O l d Ti m e
Fiddlers are very happy to have
Nell Bowles as our president. We
know we are in capable hands.

When Bob
v i s i t e d
Thailand he
had
the
opportunity to
play his fiddle
on the famous
bridge over
the River
Kwai . Bob
was moved as
he played and
thought of the
history of that
bridge during
WW2.

Bob Berge has
been with the
Coombs Old Time
Fiddlers for 19
years. He has been
an effective
director and is now
our Vice president
a position he has
held for the last 3
years.
Bob was born
at home in Otter
Creek Wisconsin,
USA. His family
then moved to
Schofield, Oregon.
This is in the wilderness area of
the coastal mountains of Oregon.
He had to walk a mile and a half
through the woods to school
every day. As there were lots of
cougars in the area he always
carried his rifle to school and left
it in the woods hidden until it was
time to walk home.
Bob comes from a very
musical family. His Great
grandfather, grandfather and his
father all played the fiddle. His
father’s band was known as
MUSIC BY GEORGE BERGE.
The band played Old Time and
Scandinavian music. They
performed in a real barn. They
played upstairs while the cows
mooed downstairs, it was the real
deal. At the age of 10 he learned
to play the mandolin with his
dad’s band. He did not start the
fiddle until he was 21. He took
lessons from Alex Cardston of
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Bob Berge
Portland Oregon for 6 months.
He had a natural talent and
played by ear.
In Oregon he had hound dogs
and was a state cougar hunter.
Bob is a barber by trade. His
first shop was in Portland
Oregon. He had shops in
Quesnel, BC, Masset in the
Queeen Charlotte Islands and
finally in Qualicum Beach, BC.
Bob’s son is carrying on the
tradition and runs the barber shop
in Qualicum Beach.
While in Masset, Bob was a
drug and alcohol counselor. Bob
was well liked and had acquired a
lot of friends. As a result he was
adopted into the Raven Clan and
they presented him with a
beautiful Haida blanket.
Bob
was also the last travelling buyer
of furs for the Hudson Bay
Company in the Caribou District
of BC.

It was in 2002
that he moved
t
o
Parksville,BC and as fate would
have it right next door to George
and Ruby Gudbranson. He would
go over every Monday morning
and play music with Ruby and
George. Over time George and
Ruby became a great influence
and supporter of Bob’s fiddle
playing and as a result he became
immersed in Old Time Music.
In 2019 it was Bob’s idea to
have our club celebrate National
Fiddling Day and invite all the
other OTF clubs on the Island to
come, perform and enjoy a BBQ
picnic. It turned out to be a good
get together and was well
attended.
Bob really enjoys bringing
music and a few kind words to
the people at the senior
residences. His favourite tune
that gets him jumping in his chair
is called THE SLEEPING
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GIANT. Out of the hundred or so
performances a year at the senior
residences he has only missed
one or two. He is dedicated to
bringing live music to the
seniors.
As we lost our lead fiddlers,
Bob and Nell stepped up to the
plate and now they lead the group
when we play out.
Bob and Nell, thanks for
continually supporting our club
the way you both do.
Happy Trails
Tom Elliott

FROM

THE

PRESIDENT

Jackie Davis

KeepWell have you got your
shot yet? This is the question
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but here we are.
Hopefully, the weather will
become be4er, and we will all be
able to get outside and play a li4le
for our senior homes if nothing else.
We were able to get out
and do a li4le ﬁshing, not catching I
will add, so that is a li4le bit of a
change. With warmer weather we
all should be able to get out on our
decks or our yards and do a li4le
sprucing up but what about that
price of lumber!!!!!
Keep smiling!!!!

everyone is asking! I do not think
anyone thought we would still be
in this mess over 12 months later,
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Keep a look out at our
website for any updates or changes
that might be happening in our
province.
Your president, Jackie Davis

FROM

THE

EDITOR

John Tribe

It is so nice to hear that some
Branches are moving ahead with
at least tentative planning. Once
we are able to see progress I’m
sure more and more things will
enter the planning stage.
I’ve heard that there is light at
the end of the tunnel - but it’s
such a long tunnel that its hard to
stay positive.
Delays,
postponements and the like have
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taken a toll on all of us and we
can’t wait for it all to end.
I know I most of us - just to
maintain contact in some form is
a challenge.
I want to thank all the
contributors to this newsletter for
rising to the occasion and finding
something to share with us all. I
understand that it can’t be easy,
but believe me it is just as
important now, if not more so to
read a few friendly words from
distance friends.
Although the “jabs” can’t
seem to come fast enough or to
create changes soon enough.
Every day brings us a little closer
to “a new day”
Stay safe! Until then ….
Your editor John Tribe

BRANCH NEWS
PRINCE GEORGE
Branch #1

Canada and their Canadian
descendants have enriched the
culture and the different styles
and repertoires of fiddle music
during many generations;
Whereas in 2012 an
international campaign began
among fiddle players to
encourage popular recognition
and acclaim of a World Fiddle
Day on the third Saturday in May
each year, to celebrate the
appreciation, beauty and history
of fiddle music, and in honour of
Antonio Stradivari, the renowned
crafter of stringed instruments;
And whereas it is in the
interest of all Canadians to
become more familiar with the
traditional and contemporary
importance of fiddling and its
importance to Canadian heritage
and Canadian society;
Now, therefore, Her Majesty,
by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate and House
of Commons of Canada, enacts
as follows:
Short Title
1 This Act may be cited as the
National Fiddling Day Act.
National Fiddling Day

An Act respecting National
Fiddling Day
Preamble
Whereas the art of fiddle
playing has a significant role in
the cultural and social history of
Canada and is practised in all of
the regions of Canada;
W h e re a s n e w c o m e r s t o
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2 Throughout Canada, in
each and every year, the third
Saturday in May is to be known
as “National Fiddling Day”.
3 For greater certainty,
National Fiddling Day is not a
legal holiday or a non-juridical
day.

***************************
A few musicians from our
club dusted off the fiddles and
guitars and had a little jam in the
park on Saturday. It was great to
get together (spaced apart in our
chairs) and share a few of our old
tunes and a few new ones. When
it began to sprinkle we just
moved onto the partially-covered
stage!
Most of us find it harder to
practise at home by ourselves,
especially when there are no
events to prepare for. Some
continue to take on-line
instruction from Ivonne
Hernandez, Daniel Lapp, ‘Tune
of the Week Challenge’ on
Instagram, and Red Desert
Violin, to name a few, and enjoy
Jamming with JJ on Sundays.
One of our young fiddlers
(who also plays guitar, sax, and
just about anything else he tries),
Jackson Williams, surprised us by
dropping in at our park jam while
in town for a few weeks. He just
finished his third year at UBC’s
School of Music (majoring in
Education). He’s really enjoying
his studies and looking forward
to 4th year; meantime he’ll be
working in Coquitlam over the
summer.
Another of our vibrant
fiddlers, Alex Arnott, has come
up with a novel way to help boost
the spirits of musicians who are
unable to tour. She’s using her
new interest and talent for shuffle
dancing (a footwork tradition that
began in Melbourne over 20
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years ago) to make her own
choreography to Canadian fiddle
music, a unique endeavour which
may not have been done before.
At this point she’s choreographed
shuffle dances to the music of
Twin Fiddles (Stobbe/Guy),
Ivonne Hernandez, Calvin
Vollrath, Patti Kusturok, Alex
Kusturok and Ashley MacIsaac.
Alex branched out to other genres
too, and kept learning and
providing tutorials, and her dance
videos are really taking off! The
Ivonne dance hit almost half a
million views on TicTok, and
since then another video reached
3 million views. If you want to
see some of Alex’s great dance
steps (well worth watching) you
need to download TicTok or
Instagram and search Alex
Wildrising.
Accordianist Harry Collier,
who played for a time in Br#1
jams and playouts, has moved to
Kelowna. Some of you may run
into him there. Our loss,
Kelowna’s gain!
We were saddened to lose one
of our earlier Life Members, Rita
Switzer, in December. Rita was
predeceased by her husband
Kerry, an avid fiddler.
On the other end of the
spectrum, it seems we have a
number of newborns joining our
club these days, so we hope they
will carry on the traditions in the
years to come! The Matte family
added a little girl 18 months ago
(a potential 7th fiddler for the
family?), Arielle Logan (our
B.C. Fiddle News June 2021 Issue

group instructor) had a baby boy
i n F e b r u a r y, a n d B r e a n n e
Crossley is expecting her first
baby, in June. All three babies
have fiddling mommies . . . .
anyone know of any good deals
on miniature fiddles?
All the best, and remember –
whether playing or listening,
good music really lifts the spirits!
Submitted by, Beth Bressette

QUESNEL

Last Sunday we met at the
Meyers’ ranch on Pantages Lake
for a jam session and barbeque.
What a totally enjoyable
afternoon; good music, good
food, good friends, and no
mosquitoes. Thanks Janice for
hosting us.
What’s ahead? No fiddle
camp, and the workshop we
hoped to sponsor locally is
cancelled. We are leaving the
options open for a contest in the
fall. We’ll keep you posted.
Enjoy the summer,
Submitted by, Jean Gelinas

Branch #3
CENTRAL

FRASER VALLEY

Branch #4

Hello from branch #3.
Today we are getting together
to practice our tunes for National
Fiddle Day. We plan to go to the
park for a warm up and then to
the arena where the Covid
vaccinations are taking place.
The program consists of a tune
representative of every province
and territory. Some choices are
Joys of Quebec, Maple Sugar,
McBride Polka, Big Bear,
Lonesome for the Yukon, Beluga
Wa t e r s . ( N u n a v u t a n d t h e
Te r r i t o r i e s h a v e b e e n a
challenge). It has been a fun
project and forced us to learn a
few new tunes. We expect a large
audience of two or three at the
park and hopefully a few more at
the arena.

Nothing to report from
Branch #4 except they are
waiting til they can photo this
a
g
a
i
n
!
!

"MEMORIES OF THE GOOD
OLD DAYS (BEFORE COVID
19)."
Submitted by, Rosalie Eeg
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SURREY

Branch #5

Greetings to all Branches of
the BCOT Fiddlers Association
Unfortunately there is not a
lot happening within our Surrey
Fiddlers Branch since the covid
-19 pandemic started, so we do
not have a lot of news other than
there are approximately four of
our members who are
participating in some of the zoom
practices with the Hazelmere
Fiddlers and enjoying playing
many of the Old Time and New
Fiddle tunes composed over the
years.
For our Senior members who
do not play any musical
instruments but enjoy the old
time music and especially the
dancing, it has been a long time,
not being able to enjoy the
socializing and dancing with
friends and this covid - 19
restriction will most likely
continue into the rest of 2021,
until the pandemic is under
control or no longer a threat.
It would also be nice if we
could have a potluck picnic this
Summer or Fall so that we could
get together and enjoy some
socializing and good old fiddle
music.
Our member, Mike Sanyshyn
has been keeping busy and has
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recently been elected VicePresident for the BC Country
Music Association.

that’s saying something as I can
usually type up enough to make
anyone lose interest halfway.

Also Mike was on the May
6th Online Zoom Workshop for
the Wild Rose Old Time Fiddler’s
Association discussion, regarding
contest fiddling, with panelists,
Patti Kusturok, Louis Schryer
a n d n u m e r o u s o t h e r To p
Canadian Fiddlers and
moderating this panel discussion
was Mark Sullivan.

I saw a brief mention of the
End of the Pandemic today in the
news, and for once it was not
used as the basis of fantasy, but
as a distinct possibility. It is
starting to feel like we really are
coming up on the beginning of
the End!
While endings are
usually sad in life, the end of the
Covid Pandemic certainly won’t
be. It’s been a long hard road to
get here, and we are all pretty
down and accustomed to
disappointment and cancellations,
but there’s a good chance this
won’t be the norm for much
longer. Most of us are lining up
to get our jabs and bring on that
herd immunity. The light at the
end of that tunnel is looking
much more like sunshine than a
train these days!

Mike also co – wrote and
recorded a new tune to be debut
on Calvin Vollrath’s newest
Collaboration Cd to be released
soon.
New releases that feature
mike’s work can be heard on
youtube, Water Comes Down
( Richard Cummins ) and
( Kyle Hensby ) Those Were the
Days).
“Wishing everyone good health”
Submitted by, Evan
Sanyshyn

KELOWNA

Branch #7
\

Branch #7 - Kelowna
As is the case with most of
our branches, we have not been
doing much fiddle related
business with all the restrictions
in place. I even find myself
struggling to find much to talk
about for our newsletter, and

We’ve been waiting patiently
for Spring and Summer to come
along so we can at least gather
outdoors to play music together
without damaging our fiddles or
our fingers in the cold, and it’s
finally here! The lilacs are in full
bloom, the air is warm and the
sky is so blue. There is truly
nothing like the Okanagan sun
and that breeze off the lake. The
murmurs of Fiddle Jams and get
togethers are starting already, and
we’re all overdue for this!
Usually, at this time of year,
we’re all frantically preparing for
our Fiddle Fest, but to give us a
fighting chance this year, we
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have moved it back to Labour
Day weekend. We are all so
looking forward to our event this
September and have high hopes
that our concessions to Covid
will be few. We have opted to
leave off our competition this
year in favour of multiple concert
performances and a few dances
b y o u r Wo r l d - C l a s s g u e s t
performers, and our amazing
local talented former Champions.
This change allows for a more
relaxed Fiddle Fest, some great
workshop opportunities, and a
chance to really immerse
ourselves in the music. We can’t
wait!

distance. We all miss family and
fellowship, but it looks like all of
our work staying apart might pay
off soon. I think we all have a
debt of gratitude to some
amazing performers in our circles
working hard to make connecting
feel easier. JJ Guy and Cathy
Sproule of course are the first
ones that come to my mind, as
Jamming with JJ on Sundays has
been a beacon of talent and tunes
for many of our members. Ivonne
Hernandez has also been
jamming online to bring folks
together, Patti Kusturok, Calvin
Vollrath, John Arcand and many
others have ramped up their
online presence as well, and I
would bet there are many more
that I haven’t touched on. Big
thanks to these people giving of
their time, talent and themselves

One of our local members is
celebrating a big birthday this
month, making her likely our
most senior playing member. Ann
Iskiw celebrates turning 90 on
May 20, and
w e ’ r e
cautiously
hopeful (see
photo ) that we
will be able to
play some
music for and
with her on the
day to celebrate.
We w i l l b e
CELEBRATING ANN’S 90TH
keeping this
small, but a
to all of us. I hope you’re all
birthday like this needs to be
keeping well and keeping your
marked, and we fully intend to
heads above water in these trying
celebrate!
times. That’s all for now!
So, for now, this is about all
Heather Bartel – STILL the
we have to report. We’re all
President by default
Kelowna
keeping our circles small, but
Branch #7
trying to stay connected and
Submitted by, Heather Bartel
emotionally close, even with the
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MERRITT

Branch #8

No submission - hope all is
well.
Submitted by, Dianne Riley

KOOTENAY

Branch #9

Happy Spring everyone
from Kootenay #9 OTF
As the provincial health
outbreaks continue to be
monitored, there are no
public musical outbreaks to
chronicle, so the update is
a brief one.
Included in it, though, is
an enormous gratitude for
the people who have
brought and are still
bringing us online
opportunities to enjoy and
to improve our skills. Their
ingenuity can be felt as an
injection of positivity, often
just when we need it the
most, and as a challenge,
whether or not we choose to
participate at the time, to see
that new openings can be
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the flipside of a shutting
down.
Also, an appreciation is
extended to people in all
branches, who have brought
our attention to online
offerings. In fact, if gigs,

WILLIAMS LAKE
scheduled to take place July
th
13th-15 , 2021, as outlined
in the poster included in this
newsletter.
Branch #10
To check out the latest
2021 Fiddle Camp news,
such as registration
Unfortunately since the
information,
Provincial lock down on
format, fees,
gatherings the club has curtailed
all activities until the ban is
instructors,
lifted.
schedule, and any
updates, please
go to kootenay
fiddlers.com.
We hope to see
you there!
In
the
meantime,
hope you keep
your heart and
Castlegar camp planning committee
your fiddle
case open.
practices, workshops, etc.
Our club L-R Viva Stewart, Ed
Submitted by, Brenda
continue to pop up in this
McLeod
Caissie, Kathy Fetterr, Joe Lecomte,
medium, even after the
Hal Giles, Ptat Gunderson, Ryder
much missed, in-person
Chyne, Lorraine Baker, Hillary
events resume, maybe a
Williams.
small column of links to
Submitted by Pat Gunderson
“what`s coming up” would
be a valuable networking
COOMBS
tool !?!
“Endless”, when applied
to the pandemic, does not
feel like the most accurate
Branch #11
description any longer,
although safety measures are
still firmly in place. For
Coombs has the lead article
example,
this month.
Tomarg333@gmail.com
Fiddle Camp 2.0, the
Submitted By Tom Elliot
previously annual summer
fiddle camp in Castlegar, is
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KAMLOOPS

Branch #12

On behalf of all the members
of KOTF#12 I wish Jenie
Stodnichuk a speedy recovery
after her surgery.
There isn't
much to report on for this issue,
so I will give a brief summary of
the past few months. We had our
first playout a few days ago ,we
haven't played since last July.
Hopefully we'll have a few more
soon.
We played outside , just like
we did last spring, fortunately the
weather was fine, this time. There
was no sheet music blowing in
the wind like previous efforts .
Except for some equipment
issues everything worked out
fine. The city shut down all our
practise sessions last November
because of "COVID", so there
hasn't been any official group
practises since.
Even though this epidemic
has been frustrating, it has given
our musicians a lot of time to
practise alone, hopefully this will
pay off in the near future.
Ultimately a musician must
play with others, you really must
play on stage to know whether
you know a song. If you don't,
you find out pretty quick that it's
time to spend more time in "the
woodshed". I've been picking up
and transcribing fiddle songs that
B.C. Fiddle News June 2021 Issue

have been played mainly in the
last 20 years in Western Canada.
I hope to share these songs in
future issues. I learned music by
ear and trial and error, but I can
read music notation.
There's
been many good fiddle songs
written recently, but if there is no
sheet music, a lot of musicians
ignore these tunes because they
work from sheet music, I'm
determined to change this with
new sheet music. I've met some
musicians that can notate what
they hear immediately, I don't
have this talent, I just slowly
work piece by piece, putting
songs together.
There is also the problem of
copyright laws , so when I start
submitting a few songs , I will
pay if required. Personally I
haven't heard a truly original
song in a long time, if ever! We
all learned from others and they
learned from others etc. It is
more a case of piecing older
songs together in
novel ways,
maybe different
chords, rhythms ,
words and styles
. It is sort of like
wearing a shirt,
it can be in many
styles like a tshirt, formal
dress shirt,
Hawaiian shirt
all with many
colour schemes, but basically
they all have the same function.
The number of fiddle tunes
written in Canada is mind

blowing! Anyways I will have
some new songs ready soon ,
such as V-mans Polka, John's
Two Step, Katie-Rae's Swing,
Green River Two- Step, Interlake
Swing and many others. I just
have to sort out the legal issues.
Submitted By Dave Lynn

NORTH ISLAND

Branch #17

In the past year, our lives
have been turned upside down.
What we were looking forward
to, on a daily basis came to an
abrupt halt. “What happened”?
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The dreaded “COVID”
happened. We never dreamed
or planned for a life of no music,
jam sessions, dances, and party
time with friends. But that soon
became reality to all of us. At
first it seemed the whole
pandemic would be over soon,
but it dragged on and on. So, we
started to live isolated, making
the best of everyday, staying in
our very small bubble of
friends. No social times for
anyone. Anyone who did not
adhere to these rules was, really
playing with a death wish. As
seniors, we were the most
vulnerable, so generally we were
the most cautious. I feel that we
are nearing the end of the
pandemic, or as they are saying
the “light at the end of the
tunnel”. In the next few months,
we hope, some normality will
return, and our music will start to
flow again. Our spirits will be
lifted, and life as we once knew
it, one year and a half ago, will
make us smile again. It is once
again the time when the
“Snowbirds” return to the Comox
Valley, not the ones who used to
head to Yuma. That certainly is a
sign of spring is here. They lift
our spirits; some normality is
returning.. This is a group picture
of one of the many dances the
group played at, this should bring
back fond memories... Hang in
there, stay safe and healthy...

COMOX VALLEY

camp that will be held at Merville
Hall on August 3 to 5. This camp
is put on by Trish and Geoff
Horrocks and features a fellow by
Branch #18 the name of Gordon Stobbe and
another fellow by the name of J.J.
Guy.

Branch #18 Funtime Fiddlers
The past few days have really
been summer-like, with clear
blue skies, hot sun and nary a
puff of wind. One would almost
think that they were in the
Okanagan! Perhaps we’ll be in
for a long, hot summer. That will
be fine as we will be able to
assemble outside to play fiddle
tunes for various surprised folks
in random neighbourhoods.
There has been quite a bit of
fiddle music and instruction via
Zoom meetings and Cindy Budd
seems to be the main one
responsible for getting the
notifications out. She is very
computer savvy. A Computer
Savviest to be sure. I believe that
former fiddle competitor, Nellie
Quinn, is hosting a zoom
meeting, on May 22nd, where she
will teach a jig. Diane Brussel is
hosting concerts and jams in front
of her house in Courtenay and up
the street, Mary M is hosting
jams on her deck. There is music
out there, it just isn’t quite as
obvious as it used to be.

Trent is down in Chemainus
recording a new album of some
of his original tunes and Helen
Austin has a new collaboration
with Paul Otten (Big Little
Lions). I can imagine that there
will be a plethora of tunes played
once the pandemic is put to rest.
So, here’s hoping that we’ll
have a tune filled summer and
that all you players out there can
entertain yourselves and the
appreciative crowds that will
surround you. And a big thanks
to John Tribe for putting this
Newsletter together.
Cheers,
Submitted by Craig Freeman

Submitted by Charles Kucey

There are 6 spots left here in
the Comox Valley for the fiddle
B.C. Fiddle News June 2021 Issue
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ALBERNI VALLEY

lessons. The activities that tend to
stand out at this time, are
gardening, cooking and hobbies.
The good thing happening now is
Branch #19 that most of us have received at
least the first vaccine dose, so
that is a good start towards
normalizing. As we age, our
A May 2021 Newsletter How
immune systems become more
quickly the months sail by and
easily compromised, requiring
here we are in May already. What
more care on the part of
a challenge it seems for me to
ourselves, family and friends to
write something for this issue of
stay safe. I do think it will be a
the newsletter. Basically, our club
while yet before things will
has been shut down for this
loosen up very much and things
Covid time of 1 1/2 years.
won’t be quite the same for a
Although some of our members
long time, if ever. I told my
do see each other, in small
Grandsons that they are living in
groups, doing distancing visits,
a time that
there aren’t the gatherings to play
will be a
music. For those of us who live
noted part of
outside of town, we seldom see
history. I think
anyone and are mainly choosing
that at this
to stay close to home. We go to
time, most of
town for essentials, and then head
us
are
right home again. Our Presidents’
probably
regular Monday message does go
dreaming of
out to all club members and has
the time we
helped to maintain some feeling
can
get
of connection, of belonging
together with
together. We just aren’t a club of
our families
highly motivated organizers.
and friends.
Although we certainly did enjoy
We might end
playing music together and did
up going
have a full roster of places we
through a
volunteered at, we weren’t
period of
inclined to put together extra
shock from
programs, contests etc. Some of
s o c i a l
us have come to the world of
overload, but I
music later in life and don’t have
am sure we
a long history of entertaining
will adjust
people. Technology is also not
quite quickly,
high on the list of many of us,
especially
although some individuals have
with a little
joined in on Zoom jams or online
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help from our friends. While
waiting for life to settle down, I
am hoping for everyone to keep
healthy, keep up with some form
of music, and keep positive
thoughts in your mind. Maybe in
the Fall there will be some
easing. In the meantime, take
care. Gail Ross form.
Submitted by Gail Ross
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FIDDLE CAMP 2.0

With JJ Guy, and Gordon Stobbe, an opportunity from two of Canada’s best fiddlers!

A modified version of the popular Kootenay Fiddle Camp

INSTRUCTORS: JJ Guy and Gord Stobbe

but still with some of Canada’s most popular instructors!

WHEN: 3 Sessions, July 13-15, 2021

Strict health guidelines will be followed so that we can

WHERE: Castlegar Campus

make music while staying safe. Includes 9-hours of

TIME: 9:00am - 12:30pm

instruction, a socially distanced jam session and one

COST: $200 + GST

ticket to the instructors’ concert. Limited to fiddlers with a

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: June 14, 2021

minimum of 2 years playing experience.
Affordable accommodation is available at Kekuli House, Selkirk
College Housing. For more information call 250-365-1227

To read Gord and JJ’s bios and for the latest
camp news visit kootenayfiddlers.com

COMMUNITY
EDUCATION &
WORKPLACE
TRAINING

To Register call 250.365.1208 or visit selkirk.ca/ce

B.C. Fiddle News June 2021 Issue

12 of 14

DANIEL

GERVAIS
CANADIAN
CHAMPION

RUTLAND CENTENNIAL HALL

215 SHEPHERD RD

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

CONCERT MIKE SANYSHYN

WORKSHOPS 9 - 11 AM

7:00 PM
DANCE follows

Saturday Afternoon $20

Roxanna Sabir – House Accompanist
Vic Ukrainetz - MC

“Fiddle Champions 1:00 PM
Chloe Davidson, Michael
Burnyeat, Kai Gronberg
CONCERT MARK SULLIVAN 3PM”

Accompanied children under 12 no charge

DANCE $10 Vic’s Dance Band 7PM

Tickets $20 at door

Workshops $30 REGISTRATION FRI 6:30 PM & SAT 8:30 AM

More info bcfiddlers.org/or 250 717-8432
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Fiddle Workshops
September 4, 2021 9:00 am – 11:00 am

Originally from Coleman,
Roxanna Sabir has taught
Alberta, Mike Sanyshyn has
music for over twenty years.
played in a dazzling array of
Originally from Abbotsford,
situations over the years, from
Roxanna grew up in a musical
performing with the Edmonton
family along with three
Symphony Orchestra and
exceptional fiddling sisters.
countless Country Musicians to
From a young age, Roxanna
large concert and festival
fiddled at weekly Friday and
appearances. Mike was named the
Saturday night community
BC Provincial Champion 4
times, placed in the top 3 at the
dances. Roxanna has taught
Canadian Grand Masters
music workshops throughout
Fiddling Championship.
Canada and the UK, and has
Country Old Time Style
managed and taught violin,
Intermediate and Advanced
fiddle, piano and voice.
Fiddle
Beginner Fiddle Class
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mark Sullivan - Among his many
awards, Mark Sullivan is a 3-time
Canadian Grand Masters Fiddle
Champion and is widely regarded
as one of the finest fiddlers in
North America today. He is in
high demand as a spirited
performer and camp teacher and
continues to collaborate with
many of the finest names in
traditional music today. Originally
from Bowmanville Ontario, Mark
now calls Vancouver BC home.
Swing Style Fiddle
Intermediate and Advanced Fiddle

REGISTRATION $30.00 each, Family rate $20.00 each (Payment must accompany registration)
COVID Protocols in place. Please bring your mask.
NAME:

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADDRESS:

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PHONE AND EMAIL: --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PLAYING LEVEL: --------------------------------------------------------- Instrument -----------------Payment Method: Cash -------

Cheque -------

Cheques should be payable to BCOTFA Kelowna.
Mail to PO Box 20111, TCM, Kelowna, BC V1Y 8H2
Please tune your instrument before coming to the class if possible.
IT WILL BE GROUP LESSONS Doors will open at 8:30 am.
DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN FROM THESE EXPERIENCED TEACHERS.
FIDDLE WORKSHOPS AND CONCERTS ARE AT
RUTLAND CENTENNIAL HALL located at SHEPHERD RD and RUTLAND RD.
Further information contact John or Lynn at 250 717-8432 or email lynntribe@shaw.ca
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