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Bob	was	born,	the	only	child	to	
Hazel	 and	 Cecil	 Lalonde,	 near	
White	 Mountain	 in	 North	
Western	Alberta.	On	a	prenatal	
v i s i t	 to	 the	 loca l	
doctor,	 Hazel	 was	
advised	to	go	home	as	
it	 would	 be	 several	
days	 before	 the	 baby	
would	arrive.	Bob	had	
different	 ideas	 and	
thus	 a	 home	 birth	
ensued.	 	Bob’s	parents	
did	mixed	farming	and	
as	 he	 grew,	 being	 an	
only	 child,	 chores	
were	 introduced	at	 an	
early	 age.	 	 Music	 was	
provided	 by	 plugging	
the	 radio	 into	 the	
battery	 and	 listening	
to	 an	 old	 time	 group	
broadcasting	 from	
Calgary.			
Bob	 remembers	 that	
his	mother	was	pretty	
strict,	whereas	his	dad	
was	 more	 easy	 going	
allowing	 Bob	 a	 little	 more	
leeway	 in	 his	 young	 behaviour.	
During	these	years	Cecil	played	
some	 Fiddle	 as	 did	 Bob’s	
maternal	grandmother.		
Bob	 a t t ended	 s choo l	 a t	
Blueberry	Mountain	 and	 Heart	

Valley,	 with	 many	 of	 his	 class	
m a t e s	 h a v i n g	 M e t i s	
background.	 After	 Finishing	
school	 in	 grade	 eight,	 he	
worked	 the	 farm	 with	 the	
family.	 	 Around	 this	 time	 his	
dad	 attended	 a	 local	 auction	
and	 purchased	 an	 old	 Fiddle	

that	 no	 one	 else	 seemed	
interested	in	buying.	Bob	thinks	
the	 Fiddle	 was	 “home	 made”,	
but	 must	 have	 been	 played	 a	
lot,	 the	 Fingerboard	was	deeply	
grooved	 where	 the	 strings	
were.	 	He	says	that	 throughout	

the	following	years,	playing	the	
F iddle	 was	 an	 occasional	
pastime	 as	 he	was	 pretty	 busy	
making	 a	 living.	 In	 addition	 to	
working	the	farm	Bob	would	do	
some	horse	logging	and	driving	
truck ,	 in	 the	 local	 area .	
Eventually	he	would	rent	a	half	

section	 of	 land	 to	
start	 his	 own	 farm,	
a l t h o u g h	 a f t e r	
getting	 married	 he	
lived	 in	 a	 small	
house	 on	 his	 dad’s	
property.		
During	 the	 sixties	
and	 early	 seventies	
he	 moved	 f rom	
A l b e r t a	 t o	
Vancouver	 Island,	
Lower	 mainland	
a nd	 e ve n t u a l l y	
l a n d e d	 i n	
Kamloops.	 	 During	
these	 years	 h is	
e m p l o y m e n t	
consisted	 of	 grader	
operator,	 farmhand,	
logger,	 rock	 driller	
and	 eventually	 a	
farm	 mechanic	 at	
Tranquille	 Farm.	

His	 music	 endeavours	 at	 this	
time	 consisted	 of	 occasionally	
playing	the	accordion.		
When	 he	 moved	 to	 Kamloops	
his	 family	 lived	 in	 a	 trailer	 in	
Cherry	 Creek,	 with	 5	 children	
living	 at	 home.	 One	 of	 the	
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neighbors	 was	 a	 lady	 named	

Mabel	 who	 had	 four	 children.	
As	 it	 happened	 they	 found	
themselves	 as	 single	 parents	
and	 became	 friends.	 In	 1975	
they	were	married	 and	 bought	
a	home	on	Young	Avenue,	in	the	
Brocklehurst	 neighbourhood.	
At	 his	 time	 there	 were	 only	
seven	children	still	at	home	and	
as	 they	 began	 to	 mature	 they	
left	home.	Bob	and	Mabel	 lived	
in	 that	 home	 for	 many	 years,	
then	after	 a	 short	move	 to	 Sun	
Rivers	 moved	 to	 a	 suite	 on	
Battle	street.	
About	 1976	 Bob	 inheirted	
“Phils”	 violin.	 	 Phil	 being	 an	
uncle	 that	 had	 played	well	 but	
had	 passed	 on.	 	 This	 started	
him	 playing	more.	 In	 the	 early	
nineties	 a	 brother	 in	 law	 of	 a	
OTF	member	suggested	he	 join	
the	 Kamloops	 Branch,	 so	 he	
became	 a	 member	 in	 1994.	 In	
December	 2019	 Bob	 received	
his	“lifetime”	membership.		
Bob	has	been	a	faithful	member	
playing	 at	 dances,	 senior’s	
residences	 and	 many	 other	
spec ia l	 events ,	 wi th	 the	
Kamloops	 Fiddlers’.	 Although	
we	 lost	 Mabel	 in	 February	
2020,	 she	 was	 always	 an	
inspiration	in	her	willingness	to	
help	 in	 so	 many	 ways,	 and	
sorely	missed.	Aside	from	being	
a	 musician	 Bob	 is	 always	
willing	 to	 more	 than	 share	 in	

helping	 set	 up	 and	 clean	 up	 at	
any	function.	
He	 acknowledges	 that	 he	 has	
been	 privileged	 to	 play	 with	
other	 noteabel	 musicians	 like	
Leo	 Ready,	 Terry	 Jones,	 Nadia	
Olafson,	 Gordie	 Cullen,	 Dave	
Anderson,	 Alice	 Berner,	 Trudy	
Pizak	and	many	others	that	has	
passed	 through	Kamloops	over	
the	 years.	 He	 looks	 forward	 to	
many	 more	 years	 playing,	
learning	 and	 enjoying	 the	
music	 he	 has	 come	 to	 love.

	
 

	
Keep Safe 

No more shaking hands. 
Don't touch your face. 
Never stand too close 
In a crowded place. 
 
A virus is amongst us. 
It's roaming around our land. 
It contaminates and does us harm 
By the simple touch of our hands. 

 
Dark days are fast approaching. 
We have to be aware. 
Hygiene is our only shield 
To this demon who waits out 
there. 
 
Our world is now at war 
With an enemy that's unseen. 
But we can beat the invader 
If we all keep our hands squeaky 
clean. 

Written by John P Read 

Well, I hope that everyone is 
keeping safe in our new normal 
with Covid-19, I have included 
this poem to remind us to use our 
common sense!!!  Keeping 
playing in those small groups 
keeping everyone a safe distance 
apart! 

Your president, Jackie Davis 

 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Jackie Davis
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I know a lot of people that 
find it hard to look on Covid 19 
as anything but the flu - but 
apparently it isn’t!  It’s quite 
different and for people like 
myself it can be a killer.  For my 
part I’ll continue to following the 
ad v i s e o f D r. H en r y an d 
hopefully continue to stay 
healthy.  Maybe it’s a little easier 
for someone like myself as my 
wife and I have 40 acres in the 
bush with all the facilities of of 
city home - so for us social 
distancing is easy. 

Having said that we were able 
to participate in the small fiddle 
camp at Gibson’s.  The short 45 
minute ferry ride was spent in the 
car playing Scrabble and when 
the camp started our class was 
only 4 people so we could easily 
keep our distance. 

Planning for the future is the 
biggest hurdle as nobody knows 
when we’ll get back to “normal” 
or if the current conditions are 
the “new normal” for the 
foreseeable future.  In any case 
there are still opportunities to 
listen and participate in on-line 
events if you search a little and 
stay in touch “electronically” 
with the fiddle community.  
There are on line Zoom lessons 
with the Prairie Mountain 
Fiddlers, or almost any of your 

favorite fiddlers and camps such 
as Fiddlyness or camp Camp 
Calvin, just search a little  

  Your editor John Tribe 

BRANCH NEWS 

	

Greetings from Branch #1, 
Prince George. We’ve been 

wondering what other branches 
are doing during this time of 
restrictions; I’m sure we’re all 
missing getting together to share 
some fiddle tunes.  

Over the summer we had 
three jam sessions in the park 
(they were probably on the only 
three days it wasn’t raining . . . .). 
A few of us played outdoors at 
the Railway Museum at a 
summer event, but we have 
nothing lined up for entertaining 
in the community or for our 
seniors in residences.  

Now that fall is here we’re 
planning to get together to jam 

FROM THE EDITOR 

John Tribe

PRINCE GEORGE 

  Branch #1 
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again on Thursday nights but 
with a changed format, observing 
the covid recommendations.  We 
have yet to finalize a location and 
format for this but hope to start 
soon.  

JJ Guy’s weekly Facebook 
jams on Sundays have been 
appreciated.  

One thing I did on rainy days 
this summer was to create a You 
Tube video of Don Redden’s 
original tune ‘Pineview Waltz’, 
complete with many photos of 
the beautiful Pineview area just 
south of Prince George which I’d 
like to share with you. Some of 
you may remember Don; he was 
a member of Branch #1 for many 
years and never missed a 
Fiddlers’ dance or jam. He 
provided a great solid guitar 
backup for fiddles, and even took 
up the fiddle himself late in life. 
I’m sure Don would be thrilled if 
you wanted to make his tune one 
of your branch’s favourites; it 
makes a great fiddle tune, and Art 
Lindstrom played it with Don for 
many dances. Google ‘Don 
Redden Pineview Waltz’ or click 
on https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Vr__3ZJQHGc  

Let’s hope for a lovely warm 
and DRY autumn, so we can 
enjoy some t ime outdoors 
watching the coloured leaves 
flutter down or playing fiddle on 
the sundeck. Take care of 
yourselves. 

Submitted by, Beth Bressette 

 
 

 
Hello from Quesnel, 

All our activities, plans and 
hopes for this year have been put 
on hold. Cancelling our 50th is 
especially disappointing because 
when the curtain came down in 
March, October seemed so far 
away.  So with no activities 
planned for the future, we 
decided to look into the past. 

The first two contests in 
1971- 1972 were actual ly 
initiated by Roy Beaumont and 
hosted by the Quesnel Legion. 
The next year the fiddlers were 
able to function on their own, 
held their first contest, and began 
the long process of forming a 
constitution and registering as a 
non-profit society. There’s no 
record of contest rules in the 
minutes but it’s likely they were 
the same as the Prince George 
club which was very helpful in 
getting Branch 3 established. 

Club activities, problems, and 
successes are much the same now 
as they were back then: recruiting 
membership, assigning duties, 
planning events, dealing with the 
sound system. These could be cut 
and pasted into today’s minutes.  
Many of the tunes played back 
then are still popular today.  

So what has changed? Dances 
that used to go from 9:00 pm to 

1:00 am with a midnight lunch 
now start at 7:00 pm and usually 
end after lunch at 10:00 pm.  
Requests to play at other venues 
are less frequent but were 
common back then: Troll Ski 
Resort, Kersley Farmers, office 
and private parties. Fiddle and 
dance lessons were arranged 
through Quesnel School District 
Continuing Education.  Liquor 
sales accounted for most of the 
profit even with drinks being sold 
at 60 cents each, musicians 3 
drinks free.  Rye was the drink of 
choice until the 90s when Vodka 
became popular.  Smoking was 
totally acceptable, ashtrays on 
every table.  Musicians and 
dancers travelled to other towns 
and cities to participate in 
contests and festivals.  Travel 
between Prince George and 
Williams Lake to attend dances 
was common, and generally 
expected that we would support 
each other. (We were younger, 
gas was cheaper) 

Some gems from the past:  A 
quote from one of the founding 
members appeared in the 1975 
Cariboo Observer, “It’s really 
only in the last ten years around 
here that they started doing such 
terrible things to music. The 
older generation just can’t cope 
with that noise.  It literally makes 
us quite ill…that other music is 
so terrible and went to such 
extreme that people just had to 
get back to old time music.”  And 
from the 1975 minutes: a motion 
passed that a case of whiskey be 
donated to Fort St James for their 

QUESNEL 

Branch #3
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contest, and at another meeting, a 
motion was passed to donate a 
case of whiskey to the Prince 
George club for their pancake 
breakfast. There is nothing in the 
minutes to indicate how these 
events went!  No wonder RULE 
#11 was put in the official contest 
rules: Anyone who appears 
intoxicated may not be allowed to 
play.  Many fiddlers depended on 
a “little shot” to help keep the 
bow on the strings, but there’s no 
record that rule #11 was ever 
applied. 

No doubt, some members 
contributed more than others, but 
it was a team effort from the 
beginning.  Most of those who 
worked so to get organized have 
died or moved away.  Only Jake 
Morgen tha le r, a found ing 
member, still lives in Quesnel. 
He is not a fiddler but served as 
president, and contributed so 
much time and energy during the 
early years. (We had hoped to 
help him celebrate his 90th 
birthday in April and have him as 
a guest of honour at our contest.) 
For all the others who were so 
determined to keep the club 
going, they can be proud that 
their enthusiasm, dedication, and 
hard work has paid off.  We’re 
still here 50 years later.	

Submitted by,   Jean Gelinas 

 

 
By June, we were full into the 

Covid-19 virus.  Most of us were 
(and still are) walking around 
masked and staying the required 
6 feet away from each other.  We 
tried to follow Dr Henry's rules 
as best we could.  Grocery 
shopping was an ordeal and toilet 
paper at a premium and that 
wasn't even for the good stuff!  
That is if you could find it.  The 
lineups at checkouts were out of 
this world particularly if you 
chose to shop at the wrong time.  
Here we are in September and we 
are still in this epidemic.  Toilet 
paper is now readily available so 
that is an improvement.  Grocery 
prices have soared in many cases 
and many items are limited to 1 
or 2 per person. We are now 
allowed to have “bubbles” so a 
few of us cautiously get together, 
and mostly outdoors. 

Our c lub t r i ed severa l 
programs at the beginning to try 
and keep going. One was a 
Home-Based Practice Program. 
That worked for a while but with 
summer on the horizon and 
people anxious to have a change 
of pace, it went by the wayside. 
We did have some zoom chats 
with some of our members.  That 
was great!  Some of us went 
camping locally and entertained a 
few people with our music. 

At the suggestion of our 
member Don Olds, during the 
month of August members of our 
club gathered at Griner Park, 
Mission, to Jam on Wednesday 
afternoons.  The park is situated 
in the north of Mission and close 
to a seniors’ building.  The park 
has a covered area including two 
picnic tables so it was a perfect 
venue for us to play in the shade, 
with room to social distance.  We 
were very lucky and had 
beautiful weather each week 
which encouraged residents from 
the seniors' building, friends of 
the CFVF, and also some young 
families to sit and listen under 
some nearby shady trees.  At one 
point we attracted another fiddler 
to join us and even got our 
audience singing along to "Smile 
a While"!  This venue is ideal for 
the time being but when the 
temperature decreases, we will 
have to move to an inside venue. 
Our member, Vern, is leading that 
task diligently. 

Our illustrious guitar player, 
Richard Peachey,  has composed  
two lovely new tunes this 
summer to add to our repertoire 
and we have been learning and 
playing them during our jams.  
Thanks Richard! 

The pandemic has certainly 
changed the landscape and we are 
all still learning how to navigate 
our “new normal”.  It’s a good 
thing fiddle players are so 
adaptive and inventive!  There 
has been, and continues to be, no 
end to the online opportunities to 
c o n n e c t w i t h t h e f i d d l e 

CENTRAL FRASER VALLEY 
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community.  Facebook has been a 
wonderful source – Fiddle Tune 
Video Library and Fiddle Tune of 
the Day are just a couple pages/
groups worth following on 
Facebook, if you want to keep 
fresh with learning some new 
tunes.  Many of our members 
have been joining “Jamming with 
J J G u y ” e v e r y w e e k o n 
Facebook, playing along with his 
great selections of fiddle tunes.  
Many other fiddle musicians 
have been pos t ing on l ine 
concerts, with most being a pay-
what-you-can format.  Another 
great thing about these musicians 
using the Facebook platform is 
that you can listen to a concert or 
play along with a jam at any time 
after it was posted live.  Two of 
our members, Vivienne Chin and 
Joanne Davenport, even took two 
Cape Breton Fiddle workshops 
(hosted on Zoom) over the 
summer.   

The CFVF was very happy to 
make a donation to the Covid 
Fiddle Championships that took 
place online on May 16th, 2020. 
What a well organized and 
successful event! Another online 
contest was the the 36th Annual 
Grand North American Old Time 
Fiddle Championships that were 
held on the 18th and 19th July, 
2020. Our members also enjoyed 
the amazing online CD launch 
concer t hos ted by Ca lv in 
Vollrath, as well as the fantastic 
Canadian Grand Masters Concert 
held on the 29th August 2020. 

The moral of this story is that 
even though we must all do our 

part to stay safe, and our time of 
social distancing is not over, that 
does not mean we need to be 
i s o l a t e d f r o m t h e f i d d l e 
community. 

Some sad news to report.  
Cindy Andrews damaged her 
shoulder this summer in an 
accident and has not been able to 
play her fiddle.  She is getting 
therapy on shoulder and hand. 
Please heal quickly Cindy.  We 
hope to see you with that bow in 
your hands soon! 

Covid-19 has impacted our 
club in many ways and like many 
other organizations, especially 
musical groups, getting together 
has been a challenge and will 
continue to be a challenge going 
forward. We wonder about 
whether we will ever play for 
dances again, or whether we will 
ever be invited into seniors’ 
homes again. Our members, 
dancers and audience members 
fall within a high risk group so 
we will need to be extra careful. 
S o m e g u i d a n c e f r o m t h e 
BCOTFA would be useful. We 
also hope that through the 
Association, branches can share 
information about how they are 
coping and tips on how to move 
forward on jams, fiddle camps, 
and contests. 

Our Executive has decided 
that membership fees for 2020 
will carry over to 2021 because 
of Covid-19. Members haven’t 
had their money’s worth and it 
seems only fair to be flexible on 
the fees. We hope the BCOTFA 

agrees to do the same! 
Submitted by,   Vivienne, Joanne, Elaine 

& Rosali 
 

 

Greetings to all Branches of 
the BCOT Fiddlers Association 

Hope everyone had a great 
Summer, regardless of not being 
able to attend any dances or 
travel to other Countries due to 
the Covid -19 travel restrictions. 
Presently, a lot of Airline travel 
also appear to have suspected 
Covid – 19 issues when travelling 
back and forth from other 
Countries. 

In our Province, the Daily 
Covid – 19 cases tend to increase 
substantially and taking Dr. 
Bonnie Henry’s advise on 
wearing masks would make a 
difference, as there are a lot of 
people out in public not doing so. 

Due to our Surrey fiddler’s 
dances and practices being 
presently on hold at this time, 
some o f ou r f idd le r s a re 
practicing at an outdoor shelter 
place in South Surrey, mostly 
every Monday afternoon, from 
1pm to 3pm.  Looking ahead, 
into the future, we have no way 
of knowing when we will be 
getting back to playing at our 
regular practice places or for our 

SURREY 

Branch #5 
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dances, until this Pandemic is 
over. 

A n y o f t h e f i d d l e r s 
throughout all of the provinces in 
Canada, wi th access to a 
computer , would have enjoyed 
listening to all of the talented 
fiddle players, competing at the 
36 th Annua l Grand Nor th 
American Fiddle Championships, 
which were held online, on 
facebook, July 18 and 19, 2020 

Alex Kusturok was the 
Moderator for this event and 
Judges were Patti kusturok, Mark 
Sullivan and Calvin Vollrath. 

Also on line, August 29 , 
2020 , a YouTube  Virtual 
Contest, celebrating  the 30th 
Canadian Grand Masters Fiddling 
Contests was held, featuring the 
Past Champions and Junior 
Fiddler’s Show case. 

This was amazing , watching 
all of these talented players 
putting on a great show and 
playing a lot of great fiddle tunes. 

Our member, Mike Sanyshyn 
was selected to be interviewed on 
The Canada Travel Website , 
( Episode 21)      eh Canada 
Travel .com ,  August 25, with 
Brothers Colin and Greg Girard 
who host this travel Show and 
also travel across Canada to  
meet people in the Tourism 
industry and interviewing people 
in various trades. 

M i k e h a s a l s o b e e n 
nominated again this year for 
fiddle player of the year at the 
Canadian Country Music Awards 

w h i c h i s c o m i n g u p o n 
September 27, 2020 . 

M i k e h a s a l s o b e e n 
nominated for Fiddle and 
Mandolin player of the year at 
the B.C. Country Music Awards 
coming up on line in the late fall  
(no set date yet) 

Mike is also nominated for 
his Jackson Hollow Bluegrass 
Band at the B.C. Country Music 
Awards, coming up  on line in the 
late Fall. 

Nominations are for :  Group 
or Duo of the year,  Gaylord 
Wood Traditional Artist and 
Interactive artist of the Year. 

Our Condolences go out to 
the family of John Larche, who 
passed away in July, 2020 . John 
and his wife, Winnifred, enjoyed 
dancing and attended many of 
our Surrey Fiddler’s dances and 
banquets over the years. John 
was a very polite and friendly 
person , wi th a wonder fu l 
personality and was respected by 
all of the people that attended our 
dances. 

“ Every one who knew John, 
wi l l miss h im, he was a 
wonderful person “ 

Until the next newsletter: 
Submitted by, 

   Evan Sanyshyn 

\ 
H o w w a s e v e r y o n e ’ s 

summer? Here in the Okanagan

 
it’s been pretty quiet for the 
Fiddlers. We’re all just getting 
adjusted to the strange new world 
we’re living in and finding a way 
to make our fiddling work with 
all the restrictions, distances, 
sanitizing and masking. It’s been 
kind of weird to say the least. On 
the upside, we’ve had very 
minimal smoke this summer, and 
the weather has been lovely. 

As of September 9th, we’re 
back to practicing at the Rutland 
Senior ’s Centre Wednesday 
nights, and as long as things hold, 
we’ll continue weekly. We’re 
running on an RSVP system 
since we’re only allowed 15 
people in the practice room at a 
time, but we’re also broadcasting 
our practices via Zoom and 
recording them as well for those 
that cannot come out or don’t feel 
comfortable coming out yet. It’s 
worked well so far, and while it’s 

KELOWNA 

Branch #7
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not perfect, it helps us all stay 
connected. Having a recording of 
the practice without having to 
take crib notes is also nice for 
those of us with short memories! 

 

 

We’ve played a very small 
number of play-outs at homes, as 
our venues and homes figure out 
“work arounds” and adjust to 
make things as safe as possible. 
This means we’re playing outside 
in most cases, which is great! 
Unfortunately, it leaves us at the 
mercy of the weather, but we 
haven’t been rained out yet, 
we’ve just had to add some hats 
to our whites, and drink lots of 
water on the hot days! We played 
Heritage in West Kelowna on 
July 25th and August 20th and will 
play outside the Okanagan 
Chateau on September 15th. 
While it’s a little bit different 
playing outside every time, the 
residents and staff all really enjoy 
the music and the return to that 
little bit of normality that having 
live music brings. The smiles are 
huge, and the requests are many, 
as they’ve missed us as much as 

w e ’ v e m i s s e d t h e m .

 

Late October we’ll be saying 
“see you later” to one of our 
pivotal member couples, Wayne 
and Pauline Angman. Wayne and 
Pauline are moving back east to 
the Calgary area to be closer to 
their grandkids and kids this fall. 
Wayne has been with the 
Kelowna Branch of the Fiddlers 
for years and plays a huge part in 
our dance programs as one of our 
leads and leading a group for 
play-outs in homes. In fact, he’s 
the person who invited me to 
come play-out at homes with his 
group, which was a turning point 
for me in terms of building my 
skills in many areas. He’s been an 
amazing mentor and friend and 
leads by example in our group. 
Pauline helps out in so very many 
ways, tirelessly supporting the 
organization at our events and 
play outs and at Fiddle Fest every 
year. Wayne and Pauline will be 
sorely missed around here. We 

a re p l ann ing an in fo rma l 
distanced gathering in Mission 
Creek Park on September 27th to 
show Wayne and Pauline our 
appreciation and wish them well 
as they embark on their new 
adventures. 

Our first Event of the year is 
planned for September 18th at 
Rutland Senior Centre. While 
normally this would be our first 
dance of the season, this time it 
will be an Evening of Live 
Music, encouraging line dancing, 
toe tapping and chair dancing to 
maintain distances and keep our 
members and guests safe. It’s 
been a struggle for sure, and our 
Secretary and Factotum, Lynn 
Tribe, has jumped through every 
hoop and maneuvered through a 
forest of red tape to find a way to 
keep the music going for our 
group. We’re limited to 30 guests 
th i s t ime a round, and 15 
musicians, but we’re all excited 
to see folks from a distance and 
find the joy in playing together as 
a group for an appreciative 
audience again. 

We do have some sad news to 
report and that is that Bill Flegel 
passed away.  Bill was a long 
time member of Branch #7 and 
always a valuable resource as a 
luthier who could repair whatever 
your fiddle needed, he also built 
guitars, and re-haired bows. 

Also Mel Gauthier will be 
sadly missed by all of us who 
benefited from his many talents, 
and worked or played music with 
him” 

WAYNE RODACKER, CAROL 
JENSON

WAYNE ANGMAN
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That’s about all for now 
folks. It’s a strange season we’re 
living in at the moment, but this 
too shall pass. Eventually. Even 
though it seems like it may last a 
very long time at this point. I 
hope everyone is staying well and 
healthy, physically, mentally and 
emotionally, and finding ways to 
be together and play together 
safely. Take care of each other! 

Submitted by, Heather Bartel 

 
Branch #8 has been on 

complete “pause” since March of 
this year.  As a result Dianne says 
she simply doesn’t have anything 
to report, but wishes everyone the 
best and hopefully will have 
something to report in January. 

Submitted by,   Dianne Riley 

 

 

Like many of you, this 
Summer and heading into Fall, 
we have learned of a variety of 
virtual music activities. Some of 
these, to name a few, like J.J. 
Guy`s jam sessions, The North 
American Old Time Fiddle 
Championships, and Calvin 
Volrath`s zoom Fiddle Camp, 

h a v e a t t r a c t e d K o o t e n a y 
p a r t i c i p a n t s . W h i l e t h e s e 
resources have been great, and, 
while the transition to virtual 
options to play may become more 
familiar with time, we will 
welcome the time when “screen 
p l a y ” w i l l b e m e r e l y a n 
expansion of our regular options 
for making music together. 

As pandemic restrictions have 
lightened, some members have 
gathered in small groups in 
backyards; others, like the 
Golden City Fiddlers, many of 
whom are OTF members, have 
begun outdoor practices; some 
care homes have started to book 
fresh air gigs with residents 
enjoying the music from their 
balconies. 

Following a quieter than 
usual summer, we are ready to 
play and looking forward to 
getting together and discussing 
ideas for the coming year with , 
hopefully, a social event and 
meeting in September. 

Lastly, a few words about two 
Kootenay musicians we have lost 
recently: 

Perhaps many of you knew 
Trail-born Walter Crockett, past 
president of Kootenay Old Time 
F i d d l e r s a n d s e l f - t a u g h t 
musician, who played banjo, 
guitar, mandolin and fiddle. 
Wa l t e r p l a y e d w i t h t h e 
Rhythmaires, Rusty Nails, and 
the Old Time Fiddlers for most of 
his life and made significant 
contributions to the development 
of the annual Kootenay Music 

Camp in Castlegar. He and his 
wife, Yvonne, were a very large 
part of the community music 
scene and the Walter Crockett 
Memorial Bursary has been 
established in his honour. 

Also, Doug Halladay, a 
steadfast member of Kootenay #9 
Old Time Fiddlers and Golden 
City Fiddlers, a guitarist, and a 
fine singer, passed away in July 
2020.  To listen to Doug sing 
Your Cheatin` Heart and Hey 
Good Lookin` was to think you 
w e r e l i s t e n i n g t o t h e 
unmistakable tones of Hank 
Williams himself.  Doug was a 
proud Army veteran and hard 
working manager of Rossland 
Legion#14, where he hosted 
many music events. 

For some, friendships and 
shared music with both Walter 
and Doug go back through many 
decades. 

With much appreciation for 
the reports from around the 
province, we look forward to 
hearing your news. 

 Submitted by, Brenda McLeod 

 
Hello everyone, 

I hope things are well with all 
of you during this difficult time.   

The Canadian people have 

MERRITT 

Branch #8

KOOTENAY 

Branch #9 WILLIAMS LAKE 
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put in a lot of effort to rid us of 
Covid 19 with great results.  I've 
tried to do my part by self 
isolating since March 15th and 
fo l lowing a l l the medical 
g u i d e l i n e s .  S o f a r s o 
good...although I must admit that 
some days I can't remember if it 
is Tuesday or Monday because all 
the days run into one another.  
Thank God for my tablet !   

As most branches we were 
finding our interaction with the 
public was put on hold or 
cancelled because of the virus.  
Since then things have started to 
gradually open up. 

We have recently resumed 
playing at the Legion's Thursday 
Pasta Night dinners, but not at 
any of our other commitments.  
We have no idea when we will be 
able to resume those. 

Several of our members have 
been meeting on Sundays since  
the shut down to keep in touch 
with each other and to keep in 
tune....lol  Thanks to Brian 
Garland and “Cariboo G.M.” for 
allowing the club  to use his 
showroom and Lorraine Baker 
for inviting us to use her home.  

Speaking of Lorraine....she is 
leaving us this October and 
moving to Manitoba.  Lorraine 
joined us in February 2012 and 
has been one of our most 
dedicated members. We are going 
to miss her and her kind 
personality, her smile, her singing 
and piano playing.  Good luck in 
your new home. Lorraine! 

Until the next newsletter take 

care,  
Submitted by Pat Gunderson 

 

Fall	Newsle)er	2020	

Hello Everyone,We are all 
still in the grips of this Covid 
virus and how it has affected 
everyone’s lives.  We really miss 
performing for the senior 
residences and know that they are 
also really missing the music.   
We have been trying to safely 
bring some music to them.   A 
small core group of us have 
played for the seniors at Trillium 
Lodge.  We maintained social 
distancing in the parking lot 
adjacent to their fenced in garden 
area.  They danced among the 
plants and enjoyed the music.  
We will continue to play for them 
as long the weather allows. 

 We have performed for the 
seniors at Qualicum Manor via 

ZOOM.  They have set up a large 
TV screen and a sound system in 
their common room so they can 
all watch.  We can see and hear 
each other and it is a nice way to 
visit safely.  We will continue this 
until we can perform for them in 
person and that cannot come soon 
enough for all of us. 

The last weekend in August 
we performed at the 
Parksville Museum.  
It was outdoors with 
plenty of room for 
social distancing and 
was enjoyed by all.  
Yo u c o u l d j u s t 
imagine an old time 
musical get together 
among all the old 
buildings.  It was a 
great place to play 
our old time fiddle 

music.  In July and August we 
played our music in a park for the 
Qualicum Beach Chamber of 
Commerce. 

We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Darlene 
Haupstein for sewing new vests 
for our branch.  She did an 
awesome job and everyone loves 
them.  Thanks Darlene. 

B r a n c h 11 h a d a n e w 
sandwich board made up to take 
on our play outs letting everyone 
know that it is the Old Time 
Fiddlers performing.   

Our Branch members are 
keeping in touch via the internet 
during this downtime and are 
focusing on learning some new 
tunes and improving on the ones 

COOMBS 

Branch #11
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we know.  We have had lots of 
time to practice. 

We wish you all good health 
and happy fiddling.  Go well.  Be 
well. 

Submitted By  Tom Elliot 

 

Let's start with the memorials 
since the last newsletter.  Faye 
Maclean was a great supporter of 
our club and she will be dearly 
missed .   

Terry Jones was a musician 
who filled in as the lead fiddler 
many times when other fiddlers 
others weren't available. He also 
was involved with the executive 
part of KOTF#12, and generally 
helped out in any way he could.  

Gary Armstrong was a well 
k n o w n a n d a c c o m p l i s h e d 
mandolin player in the Thompson 
Valley area.  He had been battling 
cancer for sometime and had 
moved to Quesnel a few years 

ago.  Gary was a member of 
KOTF#12 in the 1980's and 
1990's. These three people helped 
establish our club long before I 
ever came along and will be 
missed. 

Well our musicians have 
played four times in the last six 
months, all outdoors, normally 
they would have played 25- 30 
times. we also hadn't had a 
fo rmal p rac t i se s ince the 
beginning of March , the city also 

c a n c e l l e d o u r v e n u e f o r 
practising until Florence found us 
a new place until the New Year. 
We had our first practise three 
days ago, it was like a car starting 
on a cold day for the first hour , 
s p u t t e r i n g a l o n g , b u t w e 
gradually got into the swing of 
things and we're rarin' to go. 

 Unfortunately all of our 
playouts are cancelled. We are 
going to have Tuesday practices 
weekly from 7-9 at the Parkview 
Activity Centre, 500 MacDonald 
Avenue, across from MacDonald 
Park in North Kamloops. 

Well that's all for now. I look 
forward to better times which 

reminds me of a song from our 
last practice - We’ll  "Roll out the 
barrel and we'll have a barrel of 
fun. Roll out the barrel, we've got 
the Blues on the run” 

. 

 

(great ragtime piano playing 
for this tune Norm) . Let the good 
times roll . 

Submitted By  Dave Lynn 

	

Writing this today on Sept 11, 
2020 and also remembering the 
terrible day it was some nineteen 
years ago, that morning we all 
got out of bed and were horrified 
by what we saw or heard on the 
radio and TV, just so hard to 
imagine what those who were 

KAMLOOPS 

 Branch #12

RECENT LIFE TIME MEMBER 
BOB LALONDE

NORTH ISLAND 

Branch #17
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there were going through, now 
today we again are in a situation 
where things are out of our 
control so to speak, we all have 
to learn to live our lives a little 
different and so many of things 
we took for granted we just are 
not able to do, just getting with a 
crowd now is now not a good 
thing and so we all try and make 
the best of things once again, 
hopefully this too will pass and 
we can socialize with each other 
a s w e d i d i n t h e p a s t .

So this has put our Fiddle events 
kind of on a hold, we have not 
held a dance and none in the 
future by the look of things, our 
club is planning on having Jam 
Sessions at the hall which will be 
kind of spaced out, hall is large 
and we have it rented so will use 
it and be safe doing so.   

The summer has gone by and 

we did manage to get in a couple 
of picnics out at Kitty Coleman 
Provincial Park where there is a 
shelter and electricity and the 
musicians keeping their distance. 
Lots of members brought along a 
lunch and the day was nice and 
warm, it was so good to hear the 
g r o u p p l a y , D a v e G a r k 

 
one of our members from 
Campbell River drove down and 
played his Mandolin and gave us 
great enjoyment playing the 
Bones to the Orange Blossom 
Special, he sure could keep the 
beat, that day was June 28.  Dave 
had mentioned he just wasn’t 
feeling that great and it was a 
should I go or should I stay home 
situation, he decided to come to 
the Picnic and play with the 
group, like I said he really did a 
great job and I am sad to say that 
not quite a month later Dave 
passed away from Leukemia, our 
club will miss this talented 
musicians. Dave was 89 years 
old.Throughout the summer some 
of the members have gone on 
short camping trips with their 
Motor Homes to some fishing 
and sight seeing, we are so lucky 
to have the forest, rivers and 

ocean right on our doorstep so to 
speak so getting away and being 
near to others is not really a 
problem, have not heard of any 
big fish 

.

 
being caught though. 

Our President Glen Hiebert 
who has been a member of the 
B.C. OldTime Fiddler since 
around 1982, first joining the 
Woods Lake Branch in Winfield, 
then helping form our Branch 17 
turned 90 years old and again we 
all went to Kitty Coleman where 
Family had a gathering and then 
the Branch 17 musicians treated 
everyone to some great music.  
Glen enjoys playing with the 
group and like the rest of the club 
has missed going and playing at 
the Hospital and Care Homes.

IRENE TOMCHICK

ROBERT CLUETT

STANDING BY PILLAR IS DAVE 
GARK PLAYING THE BONES AT 

KITTY COLEMAN

Red	shirt	playing	fiddle	is	Glen	
Hiebert,	Ray	Ledoux,	Charles	Kucey	

in	background
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Gloria Olson invited the club to 
her home in Campbell River for a 
musical afternoon, Gloria is one 
of our piano players and as the 
weather had been nice and warm 

she went and sent out the invites, 
well overnight  the weather 
changed and just when most of 
the group arrived in Campbell 
River the rain came down in 
buckets, some decided to just call 
it a day and a few stayed & 
spaced out inside  and we then 
had a really nice musical 
afternoon.  Ray Craig was in fine 
form singing some old country 
tunes, Robert Cluett who plays 
the Button Accordian had 
brought his guitar along so he 
also sang some songs, I was one 
of the audience, and could see 
outside  and while the music 
played, out on Gloria’s front lawn 
a family of 5 deer grazed on the 

grass & they must of liked the 
music as made no move to go 
away 

We at Branch 17 are 
thinking of our friends 
in the other clubs and 
wishing them good 
health, look after each 
other, keep playing 
music and do as Dr 
Bonnie Henry says, be 
Kind, be Calm.  

Submitted by Lorraine 
Hiebert 

 

Branch #18 Funtime Fiddlers

 More greetings from a 
masked and muffled fiddler in the 
Comox Valley.  Can you hear 
me?

Since May, our fiddle group 
has been playing in little groups 

around the Valley to small 
appreciative audiences.  We do 
miss the playouts, of course, as 
well as any chance to play at a 
Contra dance. 

Tuesday evenings in June we 
started playing in Cindy’s 
driveway and the neighbours 

would sit out on their lawns and 
on the sidewalk and clap politely 
after each tune.  We looked at the 
session as a jam but the “crowd” 
looked at the fiddlin’ as a 
concert.  Some people are easy to 
p lease .  As the summer 
progressed, we began to play 
down at the Marina Park and 
p a r k s a n d b a n d s t a n d s i n 
Courtenay.  Again, we drew eager 
listeners who sat and grooved to 
our feisty old time tunes.  “Play 
that Cumberland Gap again, 
boys!”.

Trish Horrocks held her 
Fiddle camp at the Merville hall 
and it was a resounding success 
from all accounts.  As instructors, 
she had Gord Stobbe, JJ Guy, 
Geoff Horrocks and herself.  
They played outside under tents, 
had jams in the hall and held a 
concert in a fiddler’s back yard.  
We were delighted to see Doug 
Borden and Barry Nakahara 
make it to the Valley to attend the 
camp.

At the moment, a small swing 

BOB JACQUES

ROBERT CLUETT

COMOX VALLEY 
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group is getting ready to play for 
a L’ A r c h e p i g r o a s t a n d 
Fiddlejam is set to start at the 
church again on Tuesdays.  I 
can’t wait to see what sort of 
hoops we’ll have to go through to 
stay safe from the Covid.  
Interesting times, indeed.

I hope that everyone is hale 
and hearty and still playing the 
tunes.

Submitted by Craig Freeman 

 

Hard to believe that six 
months have gone by since we 
last got together as a group.  
Many of us have been keeping in 
touch with a few people along the 
way, trying not to totally lose 
connection, but club-wise we 
seem to have slipped into a state 
of dormancy.  None of our 
m e m b e r s s e e m t o b e 
t echnolog ica l ly as tu te , o r 
comfortable enough to lead or 
push us all into a higher level of 
activity. We haven’t tried to 
initiate Zoom set-ups, or other 
means of getting the group 
together as none of our members 
are particularly comfortable with 
these newer technologies or at 
least not enough to push this 
aspect of getting together.  Some 
of us did join in with Coombs 
weekly Facebook session until 

Angela’s unfortunate accident, 
breaking her wrist.  There are a 
lot of similarities in our tune lists, 
and this provided valuable review 
or a chance to learn something 
new. 

Our president has been 
sending out “Monday Musings” 
every week and has received 
positive feedback from this.  
People have been looking 
forward to this regular email, 
helping them to feel connected, 
expressing and sharing,  mutual 
concerns about the whole Covid 
19 situation.  Rhonda, it has been 
appreciated to have you share 
these thoughts and observations. 

Individuals have stayed 
connected to the music scene in 
various ways.  Some just  playing 
on their own or watching and 
playing with online workshops, 
tutorials or concerts.  I would like 
to insert a report by Barbara 
Lehtonen of a workshop she and 
two others attended this summer:  

 “Nanaimo Fiddle Workshops 
with “Twin Fiddles” and “Cross 
Canada Fiddle”, Gordon Stobbe, 
JJ Guy and Geoff and Trish 
Horrocks. Barbara Lehtonen, Bev 
Hintz and Lyn Horrocks attended.   

The three days of mini 
workshops, from 9:00 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., were fun and hugely 
i n s t r u c t i v e . T h e r e w a s a 
maximum of twenty students.   
Four canopy tents were spaced 
around the Hall’s grounds. Five 
students, spaced appropriately, in 
a homeroom situation and one 
instructor to each class. Sanitizer 

was supplied for all the outside 
class rooms and inside facilities.   
Everyone wore masks at all 
times.  The instructors, during the 
three days, moved from class to 
class after teaching a new tune at 
the first class.  A great variety of 
tunes, of many skill levels, were 
taught to all.  Intermediate 
players learned novice tunes, and 
vice versa.  After the final day of 
classes and still wearing our 
masks, we placed our chairs in a 
shady, socially distance circle and 
jammed.  We played all the tunes 
that were taught during this 
precedent setting model for a safe 
mini workshop and a few more! 
It was a heart filled adventure to 
play fiddle music in the actual 
physical company of other 
fiddlers, fiddle friends and new 
fiddle friends. “ 

I really appreciated Barbara 
sharing this with us, as I feel I 
have been somewhat out of touch 
and was wondering what I could 
report on.  Ron and I have been 
staying very close to home so 
have missed some interaction 
with others. 

A few other members, Dora 
Moen, Bill Windley,  Anna van 
Dyk, have gone down to the 
Harbour Quay on some occasions 
and jammed with the Hanson 
Hall band that usually played for 
some dancers, weekly.  The band 
m e m b e r s w e r e c a r e f u l l y 
distancing and it was required 
that you bring your own mic.  
Dancing is a tricky issue. 

 A lot of us feel it is really 

ALBERNI VALLEY 

  Branch #19
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hard to distance with a fiddle 
group and still hear everyone 
well.  For those with some 
hearing loss, and that covers a 
large number of our aging 
p o p u l a t i o n , i t c a n b e 
disconcerting to have several 
different timings.   

I do hope that all other 
BCOTFA members and their 
families, are keeping well.  The 
bottom line is that each person 
has to determine their own 
comfort level when it comes to 
having contact with others.  
Every situation is different.   

In the meantime, stay safe, 
keep healthy, enjoy music in 
some form.  

Submitted by    Gail Ross
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