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Greetings from Merritt 
branch #8  

Our club was formed by Ruth 
and Roy Norman,  Elmer and Vi 
Froese and their daughter Dixie 
and Eileen and Jack Thompkins, 
Marvin Haller, Al Pickering, 
Louis Latromoulle, Andre Patrey 
and Dixie Froese.  
Elmer Froese played 
the accordian for us 
to enjoy. 

D i x i e w a s a 
young girl at the 
time and everyone 
loved her for her 
sunny personality 
and her eagerness to 
learn and play.  She 
still plays the fiddle 
t o d a y a n d s t a y s 
involved with the 
Old Time Fiddlers 

 There are a lot 
of members who 
worked tirelessly to 
keep the club going. 
Our meetings brought everyone 
together once a month. After the 
meeting, the musicians played 
and everyone danced to the music 
we all loved. A light lunch was 
also served. 

As time went on, more fiddle 
players joined as well as guitar 

players and singers. There was 
George Garcia, his daughter 
Lynn, Frank Muldowen, John 
Pinel and others. 

Another fun thing at our 
meetings was the “sheriff ’s 
report”.  Danny Garcia was 
usually the sheriff and fined us 

$.25 for various infections such 
as everyone not wearing  our vest 
and then turned around and fined 
everyone who was wearing their 
vest. It was all in good fun. 

The mainstay of the club was 
our annual fiddle contest. Every 
year it was held on Labour Day 

weekend. There were categories 
for every age level and ability. 
The entire club worked tirelessly 
to put it on.  The equipment had 
to be set up, judges arranged, 
back-up muscians found, setting 
up the hall, and meals arranged. 
Understandably, there were a lot 

of “gophers”.  The 
music was outstanding!  
The grand finale saw 
e v e r y o n e t o g e t h e r 
playing, and it was a 
wonderful performance.  
It was a wonderful time 
for reconnecting with 
friends from out of 
town and many people 
brought their RVs   

We have a lot of new 
m e m b e r s w h o a r e 
hoping to bring back 
our contest as an annual 
event.  If we can do 
this, we hope to see you 
there! 

We always had a camp 
out at Harmon Lake, 

and everyone looked forward to 
it.  As well as incredible music, 
there were skits horseshoe 
contes ts , a f i sh ing derby, 
cribbage tournaments, and bush 
golf, and a fun auction that 
everyone look forward to.  There 
were always lots of children 

MERRITT #8 CAMP-OUT  
AT HARMON LAKE



running around and having fun.   
People came from far and wide 
and it was a great family event  

This is a difficult time, and 
we have had to cancel our camp-
out this year, as well as our 
meetings, but we are still 
planning to camp-out for next 
year. 

O v e r t h e y e a r s o u r 
membership has varied as 
members passed on or moved 
away.  At this time we are 
gaining musicians and members 
with a lot of enthusiasm. Along 
w i t h t h e M e r r i t t S e n i o r s 
Association we have been 
hosting monthly jam sessions 
which are open to everyone and 
are very successful. 

We have plans to do more 
with the club, but under the 
circumstances with social 
distancing we will have to wait a 
while.  Branch #8 send our very 
best wishes to all to all.  
 Keep Safe! 

 
Submitted by,   Dianne Riley 

 

 
Covid-19	Poem	

We all thought Corona was a 
Mexican beer, 

Who knew it would become 
such a fear! 

My nails are a mess, my 
hair’s long and gray; 

The unibrow’s happening but 
what can I say? 

Hoarding!  T-paper, flour and 
bread, 

Some made a buck, got 
“wiped” out instead. 

You can’t see your kids or 
grandchildren too, 

Keeping parents safe is the 
best thing to do.  

Email, Facetime, Skype or 
just call 

It’s easy, just try it, and be 
safe one and all! 

No Jay, Raps or beloved 
Maple Leafs, 

Tim and Sid have no reports 
nor beefs! 

The stars of our country 
donated a lot; 

Health care workers and food 
banks got some of the pot. 
Trudeau and Ford stepped up 

to the plate, 
This was no time to be so 

sedate. 
So all Canadians, stay apart 

but together; 
any day in the future, we’ll 

see better weather! 

Written by  Linda McFadden,  

I am sure that each and 
everyone of us can relate to 
something in this poem. 

 Just remember that we are all 
in this together!!! 

Stay	safe

	

Your president, Jackie Davis 
 
 

 

It isn’t hard to be down at this 
time with so many cancellations 
and restrictions of what we can 
safely do.  There are also some 
positives if you take the time to 
look for them. 

For me one of the positives is 
that I’m taking time to learn 
some tunes that are either not that 
common or are tunes that are 
unlikely to fit into our Branch 
playing.  There are tunes that are 
quite popular in other parts of 
Canada but not often played “out 
w e s t ” - n o w i s a g o o d 
opportunity to work a little on 
some of these. 

A second opportunity is to 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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explore other ways of jamming 
and playing.  JJ Guy & Cathy 
Sproule are putting an a Jam 
session on Sunday’s at 1:00 PM.  
Although you can make a 
donation to these guys for the 
effort they put forth you can also 
just jam along for free if you 
wish.  They are playing 
“common” jam tunes from all 
across Canada and playing them 
at a nice comfortable play along 
speed.  They are doing this 
through Facebook and although 
you can hear them they cannot 
hear you, so even if you aren’t all 
that comfortable with the tune 
they are playing you can still join 
in and no one but you will hear 
your mistakes. 

Ivonne Hernandez is also 
doing and on-line type on Friday 
night.  I didn’t know all the tunes 
but enough to have some fun. 
Ivonne is looking at jamming 
every two weeks or so.  You 
would have to check to find out 
for sure. 

A third opportunity if your 
really brave is to try to set up a 
Jam Kazam type of jam session.  
There are several programs that 
claim to facilitate “real time” 
jamming but Jam Kazam is the 
only one I know a little about.  
Some computer skills and a fast 
network connection are required, 
but once set musicians can play 
together and hear each other. 

On Saturday (National Fiddle 
Day) there was a “Covid Fiddle 
Championship” that was done on 
Facebook and you could watch 

live.  This featured fiddlers from 
all over the world and was quite 
something to watch. 

Friday March 13, we enjoyed 
a concert and workshop and 
dance with Gordon Stobbe and JJ 
Guy at the Rutland Activity 
Centre. 

Camp Calvin will be a virtual 
f idd le camp in mid Ju ly.  
instruction by Zoom and for 
$105.00 you can have 4 days of 
on line lessons.  Check out 
Calvin’s website. 

When all is said and done 

there is a lot of fiddling music, 
jams, contest and lessons that you 
can participate in - but it all has 
to be done on line.  Many, many 
of our favourite fiddlers are doing 
something on Face Book, Zoom, 
or YouTube - they a worthwhile 
looking for 

Anyway keep learning and 
playing... 

  Your editor John Tribe 
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BRANCH NEWS 
 

 

Greetings from Branch #1, 
Prince George. Like the rest of 
you, we have been missing 
getting together with friends for 
our Jams, Dances and Playouts. It 
was especially disappointing to 
cancel our Jamboree, scheduled 
for April 16-18, since we had 
done so much planning - posters 
were up, instructors were hired, 
and t ickets were on sale . 
However, as we all know by now, 
it gradually became apparent that 
there was no other option. 
So. . .  . . we’ll look forward to 
next year!  

W i t h t h e r e s t r i c t i o n s 
becoming slightly relaxed and the 
warm sun coming out we’re 
going to try some jams in the 
park, starting this weekend, May 
16. We’ll just set our lawnchairs 
in a circle (six feet apart, of 
course) and share any new tunes 
we’ve been learning as well as 
the old favourites. 

Some of our members have 
been enjoying JJ Guy’s weekly 
on-line Jam, as many of you 
across the province have been 
doing as well. If you’ve missed 
any you can watch past jams by 

clicking on http://www.jjguy.ca/
jamming-with-jj.html . 

We had an Ice Cream Social 
Family Dance January 31 and our 
regular Old Time Fiddlers’ 
Dances on January 18 and 
February 15.  A large group of 
our musicians put on a special 
concert in the early evening of 
February 17 for the Railway 
Museum Family Day, which was 
well-received. After we played 
we enjoyed the special treat of 
riding the mini train through the 
fabulous lights display and 
looking around the historic 
railway cars and displays.  
During January and February we 
played our regular senior homes, 
and we were booked to play for 
the Canadian Grand Masters 
Badminton Tournament on April 
29, but this event (and our 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t ) h a s b e e n 
postponed until next year.  

Our AGM and Pot Luck 
dinner on Sunday, January 26, 
was attended by 28 members who 
voted in a new executive and 
reviewed some of the details of 
club functioning. In his report 
o u t g o i n g P r e s i d e n t B a r r y 
Nakahara stressed that besides 
keeping old t ime f iddl ing 
traditions alive, the real value of 
the c lub i s in the soc ia l 
connections and opportunities for 
participation that we create.  
Branch #1 currently has a total of 
104 members - 82 adults and 22 
children/teens, including 16 ‘Life 
Members’. Arielle Logan and 
Chloe Nakahara are doing a great 
job of teaching our group lessons 

to beginner and intermediate 
fiddlers on weekly Jam nights. 
They are paid to provide the 
lessons, and this is partially 
subsidized by the Thursday jam 
entry fees as many people come 
to dance and listen to the music.  

On the positive side of this 
difficult time of pandemic 
outbreak and enforced isolation, 
it can be a good opportunity to 
pick up some new fiddle tunes or 
to listen to some good music. 
Whether we’re on a high or 
feeling down, music has the 
power to clear our heads, heal our 
hearts and lift our spirits. 
Although it’s not as much fun to 
play alone, sometimes when we 
get lonely and bored music seems 
to be the medicine the heart and 
soul need. Here’s a nice video of 
someone playing alone (well, 
until a tenor wandered along the 
b e a c h ) : h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e /
KLTu1xv2-Us.   

Until we can get together 
again to jam and dance, look after 
yourselves, stay positive, connect 
with friends by phone or in the 
yard. Hang in there, and enjoy 
your summer.  Spend some time 
just sitting outside listening to the 
birds singing, and be thankful for 
this time of quiet relaxation, 
rejuvenation and reflection on 
life’s priorities.  

Submitted by, Beth Bressette 

 
 

PRINCE GEORGE 

  Branch #1 
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Corvid 19 has kept us in 

limbo, hoping to continue with 
activities as restrictions are lifted, 
however, we have to cancel the 
BC Fiddle Treat.  There was just 
no way to limit the numbers and 
enforce the social distancing. 
Face masks and plexiglass 
barriers just don’t fit the picture. 
The contest in October is still in 
question. It doesn’t look good, 
but we don’t give up easily. 

A group of five fiddlers 
played for an hour at the 
downtown Spirit Square to 
recognized National Fiddling 
Day on May 16.  There weren’t 
many folks out-and-about, but 
those that were expressed 
appreciation, and we enjoyed 
making music again.  

Some of the musicians have 
been meeting outdoors in the 
sunny spring weather to keep in 
practice. 

So far all is well, looking 
forward to better times.	

Submitted by,   Jean Gelians 

 
It's been four months since 

the last Newsletter in January.  
Everything was pretty normal for 
that time of year. We had a 
snowfall in the middle of January 
that brought a cancellation to our 
practices and dance.  We thought 
we were hard done by.  When we 
resumed, our first practice was on 
January 22.  We had one playout 
at the Elim Village in Langley.  
And then....................Boom!!! 

The world turned upside 
down!  Covid 19 hit us!!  By the 
middle of March, all events were 
cancelled. our practices and 
playouts are mostly in Senior's 
homes so all were cancelled until 
further notice.  

The Covid 19 is no respecter 
of persons.  The lucky ones only 
had to self distance themselves, 
wash their hands and stay home.  
Anyone who had travelled or 
thought they might have had 
exposure to the virus had to 
quarantine themselves for 2 
weeks.  Then they were allowed 
to join the rest in taking care to 
follow Doctor Bonnie Henry's 
rules. 

We weren't sure what to 
expect for our club.  We had no 
practices, no dances or playouts.  
Most of us were stuck at home. 
Everyone began to make their 
own plans to make use of this 

extra hometime.  Cupboards were 
cleaned out, put off chores were 
being done, and new crafts were 
being started.  As time went on 
we found that we were starting to 
bake wonderful desserts,  prepare 
yummy meals and wear our 
housecoats most of the day.  We 
were starting to get used to 
routines in our homes but we 
missed our fellow club members.  
our president, Vivienne Chin 
came through with the idea that 
we should start a Covid 19 check 
in.  So periodically some 
members would send an email to 
the group and let everyone know 
how they were coping.  This 
seemed to get boring after a 
while because we were all doing 
much the same thing every day 
so there wasn't much to share. 

T h e n , a n o t h e r i d e a 
compliments of our president! 
We started a Home Based 
Prac t ice Program.  Each 
Wednesday, a volunteer was to 
choose 3 well known tunes, 2 
relatively known tunes and 1 new 
tune. We would practice them to 
be ready for when we could  
begin to play together again.  The 
dynamics of this changed from 
week to week but all in all it 
seemed to go quite well.  Thanks 
to Viv, Jo, Cindy & Daffy. 

We were thrilled when J.J. 
Guy started online jam sessions.  
These sessions turned out to be 
quite fun!  Some had not been 
motivated to play much but that 
changed for many of us.  It was 
something to look forward to 
each Sunday.  We really want to 

QUESNEL 

Branch #3

CENTRAL FRASER VALLEY 

Branch #4
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thank JJ for doing this. 

Again, thanks to Vivienne 
(what a great president) for 
setting up a Zoom chat line.  We 
could see each others faces for a 
change. Bring those participating 
u p t o d a t e o n w h a t w a s 
happening in our lives.  After so 
many years of spending time 
together each week, building 
friendships, it really was nice to 
see and hear everyone. 

We plan on doing more to 
keep our members together as the 
rules loosen and the epidemic 
lessens. 

On the bright side, our music 
director Jo Blaak had a back 
operation in January.  We are 
pleased to report that she is 
healing very well.  

We do have sad news to 
report.  Norman Hildrum passed 
away on April 23.  Norm and his 
wife, Mary looked after all the 
logistics for the Aldergrove 
dances.  He was such a gentle 
and sweet man, fai thful ly 
opening the hall, closing and all 
in between.  He will be greatly 
missed by all the dancers and 
musicians.  

Bill Barham also passed away 
on April 23.  Bill attended the 
dances at Aldergrove and was 
one of the first one there each 
week.   

We are not sure how long we 
will be kept at home but we must 
follow Dr. Bonnie Henry's 
guidance to be safe. We all look 
forward to the day when we can 

a l l g e t t o g e t h e r a g a i n .  
Meanwhile, please keep safe and 
healthy everyone.  

Submitted by,   Rosalie Eeg 
 

 

Greetings to all Branches of 
the BCOT Fiddlers. 

Hope that everyone from all 
of the B.C. Fiddle Branches are 
doing well, health wise and not 
too bored from not being able to 
do things they would like to do 
and places they would  like to go, 
because of the Covid-19 Virus. 

As we are all aware, the 
Covid-19 virus has infected 
thousands of people throughout 
the world and also taken the lives 
of many people. This Pandemic 
has shocked the world, not 
expecting anything of this 
magnitude to affect so many 
people’s lives. At this time we 
can hope that a vaccine will soon 
be developed so that everyone 
will be free of the Covid-19 virus 
and back to normal again, 
enjoying life as it should be. 

As our Surrey Fiddler’s 
dances and Aldergrove dances 
have been put on hold due to the 
Covid-19 virus, we are hoping 
that the dances will resume, prior 
to the fall season or sooner. 
During this shutdown period, 

some of our fiddle players, Brad 
McDowell, Erik Eeg and Kim 
Stepney have been playing “on 
line fiddle jam sessions” with JJ 
Guy.  They have already played 
on six on line fiddle sessions. 

Our Condolences go out to 
the family of Norm Hildrum, 
who passed away in April of 
2020 at 83 years of age. 

Norm was invo lved in 
organizing the dances at the 
Aldergrove Pensioner’s Hall, 
which were held every Saturday 
afternoon, with the following 
bands taking turns playing 
weekly : Fraser Valley Fiddlers, 
Hazelmere Heritage Fiddlers, 
Ukrainian Prairie Band and  the 
Windy Mountain Band. 

Norm and his wife, Mary, 
devoted all of their time on 
Saturdays, to organize these 
dances, plus providing lunch for 
the dancers during lunch break. 
Norm was a wonderful person, 
very polite and respected by all 
of the dancers and everyone else 
that knew him. He was very 
committed to organizing these 
dances, to provide entertainment 
for all of the dancers that loved 
old time fiddle music and 
dancing.   

“ we will miss Norm, he was 
a wonderful person “ 

Until the next newsletter:  

Submitted by, 
   Evan Sanyshyn 

SURREY 

Branch #5 
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Hello all from Branch #7 in 

Kelowna!  

I can’t imagine a more surreal 
time to be touching base with all 
of you, but I will do my best to 
give an update from here.  

 January saw our members 
return to practices and playouts 
after our break from Christmas. It 
seems pretty strange to look back 
on from the standpoint we’re at 
now. Even then, we had a number 
of cancellations due to seasonal 
flu outbreaks, but we played on 
where and when we could. 
January 19 was our Tea Dance, 
which was Hawai’ian themed and 
well received. We had a decent 
turnout as we settled into our 
Afternoon Tea Dance format, and 
we all had a lot of fun. 

 February was our final 
Tea Dance of the year, directly 
after Valentines Day. We had a lot 
of fun playing love songs for our 
regular dancers, and a few new 
faces coming out as word got out 
about dancing in the afternoon. 
Playouts at our usual homes and 
care homes continued to be 
regular and busy. 

Of course, March brought 
with it the situation we’re 
currently living through as 
everything shut down.  Our 
March Dance, we opted to cancel 
for the health and safety of our 
members, and virtually every 

play out cancelled as well, as 
long-term care homes and 
retirement homes shut their doors 
to outside visitors. We had all 
looked forward eagerly to a 
return to our Friday evening 
dances as the days got longer and 
warmer, so it was a difficult but 
necessary decision to cancel this 
dance.  Spring break brought 
further surprises as it has not 
ended yet, and as I write this, my 
kids are only set to go back to 
school part time June 1, if all 
goes well.  

During March John and Lynn, 
Susan and David Barton and a 
few others were also working at 
finding a decent online platform 
for jamming together with video 
and audio.  JamKazam seemed to 
be working decently for this 
purpose, however it is somewhat 
challenging to get all things in 
order and peoples’ schedules co-
ordinated. There is continued 
work towards this aspect of our 
practices and jams.  

April brought with it far more 
uncertainty than showers this 
year.  Lynn’s email sent out 
summed up the state of affairs 
succinctly with the simple 
statement “April is cancelled.”  

We all hunkered down in our 
houses to try to flatten the curve 
here in Kelowna and the month 
seemed to pass both extremely 
quickly and painfully slowly. 
Most of our lives have changed 
drastically with the pandemic, 
and we are only just starting to 
see the light at the end of the 

tunnel.  I’ve been pretty 
disengaged from the world at 
large, as my casual two day a 
week job helping out at a 
retirement home here in town has 
turned into a full-time job for me 
while my husband and kids are 
home from school and work shut 
downs.  Between work, home 
schooling the boys and keeping 
spirits up, life has been a blur.  

Since March there has been 
little to report on as the biggest 
events in our lives these days are 
garbage truck days and Dr. 
Bonnie Henry’s daily updates.  

As with pretty much all of the 
other events scheduled in the 
coming months, we also made 
the decision to cancel our annual 
Fiddle Fest scheduled for June 5 
and 6 this year. We are all 
hopeful that things will turn 
around and we can pick up where 
we left off next year and have a 
fantastic event. We are all 
extremely hopeful that Mark 
Sullivan and Mike Sanyshyn will 
be available too, as they have 
tentatively agreed to try this thing 
again once life gets back to 
normal. Thanks so much for 
everyone’s suppor t as we 
navigate this, and thanks to Lynn 
and Karen for their attention to 
every th ing tha t goes in to 
cancellation and liaising with our 
c i t y r e n t a l s a n d o t h e r 
commitments. 

We’ve all been tuning in to 
online jam sessions as often as 
possible and watching all our 
favourite fiddlers play online. 

KELOWNA 

Branch #7

B.C. Fiddle News June 2020 Issue            of  7 14



Just yesterday I watched another 
of Ivonne Hernandez’s online 
jam sessions, and it was fantastic. 
May 16, Patti and Alex Kusturok 
had the brilliant idea to hold an 
online fiddle competition they 
c a l l e d T h e C o v i d F i d d l e 
Championships. The calibre of 
fiddlers they had entering was 
incredible, and both classes were 
full within days of the launch. I 
have only got to tune in to a 
handful of the performances just 
yet, but I can only imagine the 
level of logistics and dedication 
that were necessary to pull this 
competition off. They have done 
an amazing job! Congratulations 
to all the winners and competitors 
f o r s u c h w o r l d c l a s s 
entertainment, and thanks to the 
amazing organizers for keeping 
International Fiddle Day on the 
forefront in the middle of these 
crazy times.  

 At the moment, we are 
just awaiting a re-opening date 
from the city to resume our 
practices and jams once this 
situation stabilizes further.  
British Columbia has been doing 
a fantastic job of holding the line 
and keeping the situation under 
control as much as possible. I’m 
hopeful that we are on the 
recovering end of this situation 
and things continue to get better. 

 We all hope you are all 
staying healthy and enjoying the 
peace and extra practice time that 
we have been afforded for now. 
While this hasn’t been easy, and a 
lot of the isolation and tension 
has weighed very heavily on a lot 

of individuals at this time, I hope 
we are all looking out for each 
other, checking in, touching base 
and trying hard to find the joy 
and positives in this strange time. 
Thank you to everyone working 
hard to make this time less scary 
and more fun for everyone. Take 
care everyone! 

Submitted by, Heather Bartel 

 
Please see the Front Page for 

Merritt’s contribution. 
Submitted by,   Dianne Riley 

 

 

Wishing you all good health 
and new beginnings in these 
unexpected times. 

Big thanks (!) to Kathy 
Markin, secretary for Kootenay 
#9 OTF, for composing and 
submitting the news of our area 
for several years. 

Practices leading up to March 
allowed us to introduce a couple 
of brand new songs and to brush 
up on some of our repertoire.  
One challenge, addressed in our 
get-togethers, is finding that ever-

elusive “pocket” where both 
rhythm  section and fiddlers are 
playing in the same groove. To 
this end, much appreciation goes 
to Richie Mann and Kathy 
Markin for leading the group, and 
to all members for their input.  

On March 9th, at The Bailey 
in Trail, Natalie MacMaster 
performed in a truly memorable 
evening with 2 members of her 
rhythm section and with her 
multi-talented daughter, Mary 
Frances.  The concert had a warm 
and personal touch with Natalie 
sharing personal memories of her 
family. This show was 1 of the 
last large community gatherings 
before introduction of self- 
isolation. 

However, later that week, on 
March 14th, many of us gathered 
to play for a memorial and to 
celebrate the life of Mary Ann 
Stewart, who was pianist for 
Golden City Fiddlers and who 
stepped in occasionally to play 
for the Old Time Fiddlers. She 
was a lovely, talented and kind 
person who will be remembered 
and missed. 

Although the July 2020 
Castlegar Music Camp has been 
postponed, the new date of July 
2021 gives us all a wonderful 
week of music to look forward to. 

O n e t h i n g t h a t h a s 
crystallized for many, during this 
period of relative quiet and 
reflection, is the importance of 
connections and friendships. 
With this in mind, I wanted to 
focus on 4 OTF members, current 

MERRITT 

Branch #8

KOOTENAY 

Branch #9

B.C. Fiddle News June 2020 Issue            of  8 14



and honorary, who have years of 
friendships and shared history 
with the group and who have 
been meeting for crokinole 
tournaments  this last year or so. 
While social distancing prevented 
me from hearing their shared 
stories over coffees, here`s what I 
know: 

Crokinole Team 1: 

Joan Marks: our pianist, 
former secretary and vice 
president ; joined shortly after her 
husband, Bill, a guitarist and 
original OTF member.  

She remembers the fun and 
tremendous amount of work it 
took to put on fiddle contests, 
with organizing “runners” to 
communicate different contest 
details, as well as setting up 
trailers for the judges.  Joan cited 
an OTF benefit, that we can all 
relate to, of meeting lots of 
people, and she has known her 3 
teammates for 20-30 years. Being 
involved with the group has also 
provided her a path to renewing 
music skills which, as we all 
know, sometimes get put aside 
during years of raising family and 
work.  

 Stella Mulawka: an original 
OTF member; joined along with 
her husband Wally, a guitarist. 

Over the years, fresh baking 
and coffee at our OTF meetings 
has often been courtesy of Stella, 
along with management of the 
50/50 draws. Especially during 
this time, one realizes the 
kindness of the efforts Stella has 
put in over the years.  Stella`s 

stories paint a picture of the fun 
of OTF days when every get-
together included pot-lucks, 
cookouts, BBQ`s along with gigs, 
jams and also meetings to hash 
out preparation for all of the 
above.  She remembers about 15 
members initially, who built up 
community recognition to the 
point that local stores would 
often donate food for their 
events, prompting Stella to make 
“food runs” early in the day. 
They even drove to a car show in 
Peachland to play for 2 hrs. 
onstage on a hot June day. The 
group entered floats in parades in 
Castlegar, Salmo, and Creston, 
played at anniversaries, and 
workshops and, if that didn`t fill 
their schedule, just played in each 
others` backyards.  

Crokinole Team 2: 

 Mary Ann Stewart: an 
accomplished accordian player 
and pianist and OTF member for 
many years, who joined with her 
husband, Ted, who played drums. 

Mary Ann, with her love of 
music and games, her great 
listening skills, her humour, her 
smile, and her teamwork, brought  
many skills to OTF and really 
embodied the joy one feels 
connecting through music and 
friendship. I know she would 
share some of these same 
m e m o r i e s o f O T F 
accomplishments and just good 
fun.  

Sandra Milosevich: a slightly 
more recent aTF member;  joined 
as well as her husband, John, 

who plays a mean fiddle. 

Sandra has been Kootenay #9 
Treasurer for several years.  Her 
updates of our accounts which 
she writes up and distributes to 
meeting-goers, provide the 
guidelines for all our activities 
our future planning and for every 
OTF function. She has played an 
instrumental part in coordinating 
the Summer Music Camps in 
Castlegar along with many other 
important, and often behind-the- 
scenes activities. Sandra, also, 
has memories of the busy social 
schedule of early days where 
garage sales were fundraisers for 
workshops and fiddle contests 
and where the comraderie was 
enjoyed at steak fries and Stella 
and Wally`s spaghetti feeds. Like 
Joan, she feels that meeting 
people has been one of the 
biggest benefits of being a 
member and her hope for the 
future of OTF, I`m sure one 
shared by many of us, is that 
more young people will get 
involved and that the group will 
have more opportunities to play 
out. 

In these uncertain times, 
while we pause the outward 
momentum and look for new and 
inventive ways to stay connected, 
it becomes obvious that those 
who have started and maintained 
the various OTF groups, have 
given us much to draw from and 
that, because of their energy and 
hard work, our thanks and 
appreciation will always go out to 
them. 
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To all of you, stay safe. 

 Submitted by, Brenda McLeod 

 
Our news letter will be very 

short as Canada and the rest of 
the world struggles with the 
impact of the Covid 19 virus. I 
feel very proud of our local and 
federal officials on how they are 
handling this outbreak.  It is 
going to take the efforts of all of 
us to beat this pandemic and I am 
sure that all of you are sending 
your heart felt thanks and 
gratitude to the front line workers 
that are keeping us safe and 
supplied with our basic needs.  
THANK YOU !!   

Our last regular gig was the 
Legion's Pasta Night on March 
12th.  The Legion Pasta Night 
will be reinstated as soon as the 
rules are relaxed enough to let 
them reopen.  Unfortunately there 
will be no dancing allowed until 
a much later date.  

Due to the visitation rules that 
have been implemented we are 
unable to visit any of the Senior's 
homes in Williams Lake. 

A group of the members 
decided to get together and jam a 
few times at Lorraine Baker's.  
It's a good thing she has a large 
driveway because they were able 
to pract ice the dis tancing 

guidelines of staying 6 ft apart.  
Besides no one wants to give the 
virus to their friends or their 
families. 

In the mean time Hal Giles 
says there is a lot of online music 
to entertain them. 

Hoping every one stays safe, 
Submitted by Pat Gunderson 

 
Hello Everyone 

Well I think this will be one 
of the shortest letters in a while. 
Here all our fiddlers are hunkered 
down  staying safe and healthy 
until this Virus is stopped. We 
have been very fortunate as none 
of our members have contacted 
the virus so far. There are a few 
of our members that have been in 
hospital lately and are on the way 
to a good recovery. It is just 
frustrating that we cannot visit 
and console them when they are 
recovering in hospital. our 
thoughts and prayers are with 
them. 

We are all missing playing 
together and performing at our 
local Senior centres and I am sure 
they are missing their music too. 
All our performances have been 
cancelled until later in the fall. 
We are really going to miss our 
celebration of Canada’s National 
Fiddling Day.  Last year we had 

fiddlers from the area come to 
our BBQ and picnic at the 
Coombs Rodeo Grounds. 

Angela and Lance have 
started a Friday Video Jam 
session. We all attend and play 
along, over the computer of 
course. It has been a great 
success and we all look forward 
to it. A big thank you to Angela 
and Lance for the jam and 
keeping us in touch. Also JJ Guy 
is holding a jam on Sundays and 
our fiddlers are playing along. It 
will be so nice when we can all 
get together in person and have a 
good jam session. 

This down time has a little bit 
of a silver lining as it lets us 
complete jobs around the house 
that we have always intended to 
get to but never did. It is a great 
time to tend to the garden, delve 
into your hobbies and get in some 
serious practice on the fiddle.  
Keeping structure in your days is 
very important and that along 
with a positive attitude will allow 
us all to get through this period of 
isolation. 

Till next time. Go well. Be 
well and stay safe. 

Submitted By  Tom Elliot 

 

I think the first song I 
remember hearing when I was a 
young boy 

WILLIAMS LAKE 

Branch #10

COOMBS 

Branch #11

KAMLOOPS 

 Branch #12
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back in the 1950ʼs had these 
words : 

“ Que Sera Sera 

What will be , will be 

The futures is not ours to see 

Que Sera Sera “ . 

Well those words pretty well 
sum up what has happening in 
the last two months. 

We were busy in February 
and in March we had a Gordon 
Stobbe and JJ Guy concert and 
workshop on March 13 and then 
the” wheels fell off our wagon “. 

Everything was cancelled 
until April 3rd when a few of us 
played outdoors to a very 
appreciative audience . 

We have a tentative playout 
on May 27, thatʼs it. No 
practices, or Jamboree and Fiddle 
competition, our recording studio 
date, as well as the rest of the 
year is unknown at this time. 

Our executive has learned 
how to hold meetings with 
“Zoom or Skype”online.  But 
weʼre still struggling on the 
internet music jam programs, a 
few members have been 
successful , but most of us 
havenʼt and we still havenʼt had 
an online music practice yet. So 
that is most of the negative things 
that have happened, but I can 
assure you that KOTF#12 has a 
very dedicated membership and 
no Coronavirus is going beat us, 
weʼll be back as soon as we can. 

Well thatʼs all for now, weʼll 
meet you further on down the 

road in better times and before I 
go, on behalf of KTOF#12 I want 
to express our sympathy to all the 
people who have lost loved ones 
and to those who have lost their 
jobs and are struggling to make 
ends meet.  Maybe we can play at 
a fund raiser in the future to help 
them out.  Finally thank you to 
the Support Workers, Doctors 
and Nurses and Volunteers who 
have worked tirelessly through 
this Pandemic. 

Submitted By  Dave Lynn 

	

Everyone in Branch 17 would 
like to express their best wishes 

to Ray & Marge Craig on 61 
years of marriage, we are all so 

happy for you. 
Hi to everyone from our 

Branch 17 - we really been 
behaving ourselves and following 
the guidelines to stay home and 
not spread the virus, have not 
heard of any music happening 
with a gang, or friendly music 
sessions but everyone I am sure 
is passing part of the time 
learning new tunes or fine tuning 
the ones they already have 
learned. 

We stopped our visits to the 
Care Homes in early March, 
cancelled our meetings and the 

scheduled Jamboree which we 
were looking forward to, this was 
a disappointment as it was always 
a good time to see old friends and 
catch up what they have been 
doing in their clubs through the 
year and to be amazed at the 
improvements in the players, a 
year makes a lot of difference. 

Now we will have to wait till 
next year and hope  things will be 
back to a more normal way of life 
maybe even better. 

I am not a Fiddle player or 
musician so have not learned any 
new tunes or perfected a song but 
have managed to pass the time 
just doing not much of anything 
except crocheting a tablecloth, 
watching TV, shouting at Donald 
Trump, calling him names, can 
now read the type that comes on 
the TV and runs across the 
bottom really quick, I know all 
the channels and how to use the 
remote to search, learned more 
on computer, done some cleaning 
of drawers but the cleaning bug 
has not really hit me yet, do the 
usual cooking, baking and the 
weeks have flown by.  Other 
members are working hard on 
gardens, fixing up their yards, 
getting the winter wood ahead of 
time and trying to stay healthy, 
most doing just great, we have 
had a couple of our members 
who experienced some health 
issues which seem to be resolving 
and they are home and feeling 
better, hospital not a good place 
to go when the virus is all 
around, as no visitors which 
makes it harder on everyone 

NORTH ISLAND 

Branch #17
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concerned. 

We do miss the social life we 
had and visits from friends and 
family but can talk to them on 
telephone and keep up with them 
that way which is a good thing as 
I could not imagine what it would 
be like to not be able to 
communicate.  Oh yes also 
learned to do the shopping online 
which works great and nothing to 
it, just order and drive down to 
store call to say you are there, out 
comes groceries and lift the trunk 
and come home and put it away, 
pay on a card.  Glen finds the 
You Tube Channel to a good way 
to see all the talented Fiddler 
players from all over the US and 
Canada, notices the different 
styles and way they play a tune, 
each got their own way. 

So that is what is happening 
in our house and I would say the 
same in most of the Members 
homes.  Hoping everyone in the 
other clubs are staying safe, this 
will pass, I hope and again we 
can visit and socialize, get with 
others and laugh and enjoy each 
others company.  Take Care.  

Submitted by Lorraine Hiebert 

 

Branch #18 Funtime Fiddlers	
Greetings from a masked and 

muffled fiddler in the Comox 
Valley.  I hope that you can hear 
me alright.	

Well, this has been an 
interesting time and our big 
groups of musicians have fallen 
by the wayside as we have been 
taking the advice of the Premier 
and are not eating garlic, pickled 
egg and onion sandwiches when 
we go out to socialize.  And, of 
course, we are following the 
health rules when it comes to the 
pandemic. 	

In February, Fiddlejam was 
rolling right along with new tunes 
and Daisy helping to lead the 
mob.  The Andrew Collins Trio 
concert at the Big Yellow 
Merville hall was delightful and 
the three guys are very well 
house trained so a good time was 
had by all.  That show was 
followed by the Valentine’s 
Contra dance at the hall and 
many a sweet tooth was satiated 
by the copious quantities of 
chocolate that we doled out as 
“Spot Dance” prizes.	

Some Fiddlejam players 
entertained the Casa Loma 
residents and managed to play 
some old chestnuts that the folks 
could sing along to.  We even had 
a resident join us on the piano as 
s h e u s e d t o b e q u i t e a n 
accomplished pianist.  Great fun.	

In March, Craig hosted a 
house concert for an old friend, 
Ian Tamblyn, who was doing his 
last tour.  I introduced the show 
as the Toxic Tamblyn Tour 
as his music was quite infectious 

and we had actually just begun to 
enter into the pandemic stage of 
this year.  Prophetically, though, 
that show was the last to be done 
and we cancelled the Pierre 
Schryer and Adam Dobres March 
20th show too, as we were right 
into the lockdown by then.  How 
fast things can change.	

April saw the cancellation of 
Fiddelium from Nanaimo and 
then the axe was dealt to 
FiddleFest, with The Fretless, as 
the main act, having to cancel 
their summer of touring.  Pity.  
We have been playing tunes in 
small groups and have had 
several outdoor, in the street, 
hootenannies whenever the 
weather cooperated.  That looks 
like the pattern for the rest of the 
summer though Cindy has been 
rallying the troops to play with JJ 
on Face Book every Sunday. 	

So, I hope that all is well in 
your fiddle worlds.  We’ll get 
through this, I suppose, and look 
back on it as a great opportunity 
to really, really appreciate home 
life, or maybe just the bedroom, 
so beautifully decorated with roll 
upon roll of toilet paper.	

Cheers,	
Submitted by Craig Freeman 

 

COMOX VALLEY 

  Branch #18

ALBERNI VALLEY 

  Branch #19
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I am sure none of us was 
envisioning this scenario at New 
Years so we do hope everyone is 
keeping well and in good spirits 
adjusting to these troubled times. 
For some people the music is the 
most important part of their lives 
and there will be a need to fill 
this void in some way. For some 
people, having some extra time to 
do things around their home and 
yard, is a bonus, at least for a 
while. In February our club did 
our regular Care Home playouts, 
with the addition of playing for 
the Seniors dinner put on by the 
Kinsmen, on Sunday February 
16. We entertained for an hour 
while people arrived, visited, and 
were served a glass of wine and 
an appetizer salad, before a full 
turkey dinner. After playing, we 
Fiddlers were invited to sit and 
enjoy this wonderful dinner. The 
Kinsmen put on this dinner for 
any seniors, for free, every year. 
0f course, tickets are very 
popular and there were about 300 
people. our AGM was held in 
February and the Executive 
remains almost the same with the 
exception of the position of VP, 
with the passing last year of 
Gordie McConnell.  Executive is 
as follows: President: Rhonda 
Holcombe, VP: Dennis Craig, 
Secretary: Louise Killough, 
Treasurer: Gail Ross. Two new 
directors were voted in for a two 
year period, Dora Moen and Jim 
Killough. We were happy to 
welcome two new members to 
the club this year, Lynn Horrocks 
and Bev Hintz. Their mother, 

Ardena Hazard, was one of the 
founding members of our club 
and we a l l remember the 
beautiful harmonies she seemed 
to naturally put into her music. In 
March we played as usual for the 
first two weeks, and then things 
shut down. I think the Care 
Homes did a wonderful job of 
protecting their residents by 
closing when they did. By March 
16th we were no longer going out 
into the community. In this new 
time for us we are trying to keep 
in touch with members by e-mail 
or phone calls. our president, 
Rhonda Holcombe, has been 
sending out an e-mail to club 
m e m b e r s 
e v e r y 
Monday, to 
offer words of 

encouragement, helping to 
maintain a sense of community 
and connection.  Individuals are 
also keeping in touch to wish 
fellow musicians good health and 
good spirits. Several of our 
members are taking part in 
various on-line jams being 
offered, i.e. on Zoom and 
Facebook, etc., helping them to 
keep up their music skills and the 
enjoyment of playing with others. 
one member is taking part in an 
online workshop, “Tunes in Your 
Room” with Stacy Reid, as well 
a s w o r k s h o p s w i t h P a t t i 
Kusturok, Tim Chaisson, JJ Guy/
Cathy Sproule . Angela of 
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Coombs OTF, has been hosting a 
Facebook Jam for several 
Fridays, leading people through 
the Coombs list of tunes. Angela 
plays the fiddle with Lance 
accompanying her on guitar, a 
nice combination. other popular 
activities seem to be, putting in a 
garden, making masks for family 
and friends, and baking. Some of 
us are using the extra time to try 
out interesting recipes and getting 
satisfaction from making things 
from scratch. We sincerely hope 
that all members of other clubs 
are remaining healthy and 
keeping a smile on their faces, as 
we all try to do our best in these 
troubled times. Happy fiddling 
all, and we hope to be able to 
connect with others before much 
more time passes by.  

Submitted by    Gail Ross
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