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If you come to Kelowna, you 
call Lynn and John.  

It’s commonly known in the 
fiddle world, that if you come to 
Kelowna, you call Lynn and John 
to find out what’s going on in 
town.  While any branch would 
be lucky to have one 
member with the level 
of dedication John and 
Lynn have, we have 
our very own Power 
Couple.  They are as 
much an institution in 
our group as our 
organization itself, 
and it’s hard to 
imagine our branch 
without them. John 
and Lynn are the face 
of Branch #7, public 
relations, media and 
liaison.  John is the 
lead fiddler and MC 
for many of our 
dances, and you can 
catch him on stage, 
cracking jokes and 
calling out tunes most months, 
and at nursing homes and events.  
They work tirelessly behind the 
scenes for Branch #7, organizing 
our annual Fiddle Fest, securing 
funding, grants, insurance and 
sponsorship, and any number of 

countless administrative tasks 
that most of us never think about. 

John Tribe is the youngest of four 
children, with one brother and 
two sisters.  All were raised on an 
eight-acre apple orchard in 
Penticton, a mile from town, 

mostly playing and growing up 
on the orchard, with summers 
spent at the beach of Okanagan 
Lake.  Once John finished high 
school it was obvious that to get a 
good job, he would need an 
education. John now has enough 

letters behind his name to play 
scrabble yet remains a humble 
and personable man, with a 
quirky sense of humour.  John 
spent over fifty years involved in 
the mining industry both in 
Canada and internationally. Lynn 
Tribe (nee Bleasdale) is also the 

youngest of four 
children, all girls, and 
was also born in 
Penticton.  Lynn trained 
at Vancouver General 
Hospital as an XRay 
Technologist/
Radiographer and then 
earned Certified 
Management Accountant 
designation while 
working at the City of 
Kelowna. Lynn worked 
as Financial Controller at 
a helicopter company 
until retirement. 

While John and Lynn 
were both born in 
Penticton, they didn’t 
meet until they were in 

post-secondary education in 
Vancouver. They married in 1968 
and celebrated 50 years of 
marriage last year.  They set an 
example for us all with their 
marriage, based on partnership 
and mutual support. They have 



lived in Vancouver, Merritt, 
Golden Colorado, Hinton, 
Edmonton, Fernie, Barranquilla 
and La Guajira Colombia, South 
America.  They raised two 
children and moved back to 
Kelowna in 1991. The dedication 
and commitment Lynn and John 
take in our branch is 
overshadowed only by their love 
and pride in their children and 
grandchildren. 

In the mid 90s, John picked up 
the fiddle at the encouragement 
of Lynn, and soon they were both 
fiddling, and joined the BC Old 
Time Fiddlers. Lynn soon 
purchased a ¾ size violin and 
began, learning to play fiddle. 
Lynn is now an accomplished 
fiddler, and she and John travel to 
numerous camps and take many 
workshops each summer. Lynn 
has been Treasurer many times 
and is now the current Secretary 
of Branch #7. Her knowledge of 
the inner workings of the 
association is so extensive, she 
should also be known as our 
invaluable factotum.  By 1999, 
John was elected Vice President 
of the Provincial BCOTFA, 
followed by eight years as 
President.  Last year, John was 
honoured with the Lifetime 
Member Award for his 
contributions to the BCOTFA 
organization and the world of 
fiddling.  Since 2000, John has 
also been active on the Provincial 
Board, having now served 13 
years, 11 of those as President. In 
2014 John helped to publish the 
2nd BCOTFA Red Book.  

Not only is John a fiddler, he is 
also a talented woodworker, and 
has built his own fiddle, which 
you can see him playing at our 
dances, and around town at many 
homes and events. A few years 
ago, John created all the trophies 
for the Kelowna fiddle contest. 
John also makes all the name tags 
the fiddlers wear on our vests in 
Branch #7. Once you get your 
name tag, you know you’ve 
earned your place in the branch. 
John makes annual projects for 
the Fiddle Fest Silent Auction, 
and you can come bid on this 
year’s creation if you’re in town. 

Lynn is also an exceedingly 
talented painter.  She is a member 
of the Kelowna Painters' Studio 
Society and the COC Federation 
of Canadian Artists and her work 
is available for exhibition and 
sale.  Lynn is heavily involved in 
putting on the Okanagan 
Symposium and Art Show, 
OASIS.  Lynn’s website can be 
found at www.lynntribeartist.com 
for further information about her 
beautiful art.  If you’re coming to 
our Annual Fiddle Fest in 
Kelowna this year, a gorgeous art 
print of Lynn’s will be available 
for auction, which she has 
generously donated. 

John and Lynn are both intensely 
musical, reading sheet music as 
easily as the Sunday paper. They 
are always finding and learning 
new music, and are both 
incredibly talented teachers who 
share their knowledge, tips and 

tricks.  They run “Fiddling for 
Fun,” which is a great resource 
for getting young people 
involved in fiddling.  John 
maintains and updates our 
Branch #7 website, calendar and 
monthly newsletter, as well as 
editing the provincial newsletter.  
John also maintains an extensive 
database of sheet music, much of 
which he has transcribed himself, 
and shares generously with 
anyone who asks.  

It’s clear that John and Lynn are 
essential and valuable members 
and leaders within the Branch #7 
family, and in the Provincial 
BCOTFA as well, which is why 
our branch has chosen to feature 
and honour them this season, to 
show our appreciation for 
everything they do. John and 
Lynn, you keep our association 
humming along efficiently, and 
we look forward to many more 
performances and practices with 
you both. Thank you both so 
much for all you do; the 
dedication you show and the hard 
work you give generously to your 
organization. We are all grateful 
to have you! 

Submitted by - Heather Bartel 
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Hi everyone, just sitting out 
by the first campfire of the year, 
thinking about the great Province 
of British Columbia that we all 
love and enjoy.   

I was thinking about our BC 
Old Time Fiddlers Constitution 
#6 - To encourage and promote 
interest in children under the age 
of eighteen (18) years in the art 
of fiddling and violin playing.   

Someone said the other day at 
one of Kamloops Branch’s 
playout how much that they love 
fiddle music, “my dad played”.  
Why are these people not playing 
fiddle, clearly it is in their jeans, 
but they have not been given the 
bug to pick up this great 
instrument and put their natural 
born talents to work.  

Our members are aging faster 
than the youth are coming in, 
what are we doing wrong?   

There are areas of the 
p r o v i n c e t h a t a h e a l t h y 
population of youth fiddlers, 
which is fantastic to see, but they 
a r e n o t m e m b e r s o f t h e 
BCOTFA. I would love to hear 
from our members or those non-
members to see why they feel 
that being a member of the 
BCOTFA does not give them any 
benefits.  

What is it that we need to do 

t o g e t t h e  
interest of our 
youth and their 
parents to attend 
the Prov ince 
F i d d l e 
Contests?  

Any ideas 
o n h o w t o 
e n c o u r a g e 
violin teachers 
t o a s s i s t i n 
t e a c h i n g t h e 
old-time genre 
along with other 
genres to their 
students? 

I t s e e m s 
t h a t , l i k e 
always, I have 
more questions 
than answers. 
As a society, we 
need to t a lk 
about how we 
might change 
and grow as the 
needs of the young fiddlers 
change and grow. We need to 
encourage the young fiddlers in 
this great province, that we all 
love, so that this genre does not 
just fade away. 

Let’s make that connection 
with the youth in our province to 
continue this next generations we 
have coming up behind us.   

Looking forward to seeing 
everyone at the up and coming 
events of workshops, jamborees, 
campouts, dances and contest all 
around this great province we call 
home. 

Your president, Jackie Davis  

 
 

!  
May is the busiest month of 

the year for playouts as we help 
various organizations welcome 
spring.  Although we love to help 
at these affairs, it can be a little 
intimidating as the audience can 
often grow into the hundreds.  
I’m always amazed at the number 
of people that really enjoy the 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Jackie Davis

FROM THE EDITOR 

John Tribe
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Nominations	for	Provincial	
Executive	

Jackie	Davis	is	the	nominating	
committee	for	the	2019	-	2020	

executive	positions.	

There	are	three	board	positions	
open,	as	well	as	President,	Vice-

President,	and	Secretary	/	Treasurer	

If	you	or	anyone	you	know	would	
like	to	run	for	a	position	on	the	
Provincial	Board,	please	let	Jackie	

Davis	know	by	email	
jackiedavis38@hotmail.com	

Elections	will	be	Sept.	15	in	
Kamloops
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music but are only evident at 
these spring time events.   

As I sit at my desk I can look 
out on the little creek that 
wanders in front of our home - its 
a very quiet little creek and ideal 
for ducklings and their vigilant 
parents, its hard to believe how 
fast things grow in the spring. 

Once again Lynn and I are 
busy planning Camp attendance 
for the summer months, making 
sure to leave time reserved for 
the Canadian Grand Masters in 
August.  On top of that we’re 
registered at three 
fiddle camps.  I’m 
afraid that we’ll 
return in the fall 
s o o v e r l o a d e d 
with “new” old 
time music that it 
will take all winter 
to sort it all out  
We’ve been going 
to enough camps 
over the years that 
its a lot like “old 
home week” as we 
recognize and are 
recognized by so 
m a n y f i d d l i n g 
f r i e n d s a n d 
instructors.  Many 
of these camps fill 
to capacity very 
early in the year 
so las t minute 
decisions rarely 
work.  Over the 
years Lynn and I 
have learned not 
to try and take in 
everything that’s 

available - there is just too much 
going on - we look at the camp 
program and highlight the events 
most important to us.  Even then 
we usually end up totally 
exhausted at the end of camp.  
These camps often include a 
luthier and it is a good chance to 
t a l k t o s o m e o n e w h o i s 
experienced in “fiddle problems”. 

As I read the submissions 
from the Branches I can’t help 
but not ice the number of 
members that are struggling with 
health issues.  As a fiddle 
community we appreciate your 

continued support for the music 
we all love so take care and our 
best wishes go out to you. 

  Your editor John Tribe 

BRANCH NEWS  
 

!  
Branch #1 enjoyed another 

Jamboree in late April – our 5th 
Annual. Registrations for the 
weekend and concert ticket sales 
in the community were fairly last 
minute, giving us a little nervous 
trepidation for awhile, but all was 
well in the end as we had 44 
workshop registrants and a full 
house for the concert. Our 
weekend started with a Family 
Dance with lively music provided 
by rotating groups of member 
musicians, group or couple 
dances taught and called by 
Laurel McKirdy, and delicious 
ice cream sundaes at break, 
organized by Kareen Graham and 
her girls and helpers. It’s always 
great to see kids, teens, parents 
and seniors mingling together on 
the dance floor, laughing, 
dancing and having a great time.  
Our guest band this year was 
‘Five on a String,’ who put on a 
l i v e l y a n d w e l l - r e c e i v e d 
bluegrass show on Saturday 
night. We were very proud of 

PRINCE GEORGE 

  Branch #1 
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some of our members who did a 
f a n t a s t i c o p e n i n g s e t - 
Christianne Foreman and Arielle 
L o g a n o n f i d d l e s , B a r r y 
Nakahara on guitar and Luke 
Lapp on bohdan along with local 
guest fiddler Finn Scott-Neff.  
The five band members and 
Arielle, Christianne and Finn did 
a great job presenting workshops 
in bass, mandolin, guitar, banjo 
and four levels of fiddle. 

We’ve had a number of calls 
to play at various community 
events this spring - I think our big 
50th Anniversary party last 
November (attended by 235 
people), along with a new design 
for our dance posters, may have 
helped to increase the knowledge 
o f o u r p r e s e n c e i n t h e 
community. In addition to our 
regular senior home and cancer 
clinic playouts we’ve provided 
groups of musicians at the 
Railway Museum’s Mother’s Day 
Tea and the Hixon Bluegrass/
Country music festival (on 
National Fiddle Day, 3rd Sat in 
May). Upcoming playout events 
include the opening of the new 
location for Long & McQuaid, 
the Hartland community picnic at 
Ferguson Lake, a senior event 
and the Rotary Club’s Nechako 
Rib Fest weekend where different 
groups will play sets on Friday 
and Sunday. We are fortunate to 
have many children willing to 
take part in most of these 
playouts, and the events usually 
offer hot dogs, rib dinner or other 
treats, as well as often a donation 
to the club. 

We were saddened to lose 
lifetime early member Armand 
Denicola on March 1, 2019, at 
the age of 96. Armand was a 
recipient of the rank of the 
Knight of the French National 
Order of the Legion of Honour 
for his heroics during WWII with 
the Canadian Scottish Regiment. 
He leaves his wife Doreen, 3 
children and 8 grandchildren. 
Although Armand didn’t play an 
instrument he and Doreen were 
staunch supporters of the club 
since its formation 50 years ago, 
and put in countless volunteer 
hours.  

Branch #1 jam nights and 
group fiddle lessons continue on 
Thursday evenings until the end 
of June, 7 – 9:30 pm at 1692 – 
10th Ave.  Our monthly dances on 
3rd Saturdays will resume in 
September. If you are coming our 
way in June, please drop by our 
jams; we would love to have you! 

Submitted by, Beth Bressette  
 
 

!  
At our March dance, Ray 

and Olga Plamondon were 
presented with life memberships 
to Branch #3 in recognition of 
their dedication and service. They 
j o i n e d t h e b r a n c h 

"
shortly after moving to Quesnel 
in 1977 and have continued to 
provide support in whatever way 
they can. Ray is always available 
to play, judge and do the other 
chores of running a club. He is 
also a member of the BC Fiddle 
Trea t Commi t tee and has 
attended our Fiddle Treat from 
the beginning as a teacher, 
handyman, dishwasher, you name 
it. Olga pitches in to help in the 
kitchen, and do whatever needs 
to be done. Both served on the 
executive over the years, Olga as 
treasurer, and Ray as director. 

The BC Fiddle Treat at Gavin 
Lake is July 27 to August 2. 
Registrations came in early and 
we are filled already. As usual we 
h a v e a g r e a t l i n e - u p o f 
instructors, cooks and volunteers.  

Our club continues with the 
monthly dances at the Legion, 
and even though our musicians 
are supportive, attendance is 
down. There is one more dance in 
June and then we break until the 
c o n t e s t o n O c t o b e r 5 t h . 

QUESNEL 

Branch #3
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Suggestions on how to encourage 
membership and participation are 
welcome. 

Don’t forget our 49th Annual 
F i d d l e C o n t e s t - O c t 4 t h 
hospitality night and Oct 5th 
contest dinner and dance. In the 
meantime, enjoy the summer and 
all the other fiddling events 
around the province. 

 Submitted by, Jean Gelinas 

!  
  

It is so nice to see the 
blossoms again.  We started out 
with a pretty nice winter.  Even 
the tulips decided to come out 
and look around.  However, 
February came with a vengeance 
and we had winter!  I'm sure the 
tulips would have drawn back 
into the ground if it was possible.  
We even had snow at the 
beginning of March.  We had 
enough snow and slippery 
conditions to cancel our monthly 
CFVF meeting. 

We've had a few playouts this 
spring.  One being for the Nights 
of Columbus.  They requested 
that we do a  western and blue 
grass performance for them. We 
are used to playing fiddle music 
with a few country tunes added 
so this took some thought as to 
the tunes we would choose. Our 

members Sandie Harper, Dale 
McGregor, Nick Klassen and Sid 
& Frieda DeHaan stepped up to 
the plate and sang a few songs to 
everyones delight.  Nick did a 
fine job playing his steel guitar. 
We all dressed in western gear to 
add to the occasion.  The event 
was very well received.  Another 
event required 2 performances in 
2 different locations in the same 
building at the Elim Christian 
Care Home in Surrey.  The 
residents were treated (and 
startled) to a performance by 
Dale McGregor playing the 
bagpipes before we continued 
with the rest of our program.  We 
were all wide awake after that!  
We are pleased to continue 
playing for the dances in the 
Aldergrove Senior Center.  Our 
music director, Jo Blaak has 
introduced some new tunes as we 
cont inue to pract ice most 
Wednesday evenings.  

Gladys Andreas has been 
responsible for arranging the 
schedules for bands at the 
Aldergrove dances for several 
years.  She is retiring at the end 
of June. We appreciate her 
dedication and all her hard work.   

It's a good thing we did not 
have numerous playouts these 
last few months.  Many of our 
members had health issues but 
everyone seems to be recovering.  
We think of Gladys Andreas who 
broke her wrist (in Hawaii). We 
wish her complete recovery from 
her fracture and from her car 
accident as well.  Frieda DeHaan 
and Rod McLean are doing well 

after their knee operations.  Erik 
Eeg is recovering well after his 
cataract surgery and is looking 
forward to have the other eye 
done at the end of May. Jo Blaak 
was very ill this spring but is 
recovering nicely.  Ken Buck has 
been ill for some time.  He gives 
his activities his best but requires 
lots of rest.  Hang in there Ken.  
Some of the healthy ones took 
winter hol idays this year.  
Vivienne Chin, our president, 
made numerous trips.  Her most 
i n t e r e s t i n g h o l i d a y w a s 
reconnecting with many family 
members in Japan. We loved 
seeing the pictures and hearing 
her telling of the events.  

We send a big welcome to our 
new member, Anne Guite.  Great 
to have another fiddler in our 
group. 

Our sincere condolences go 
out to Ania Kyte and family on 
the passing of her husband Allen 
Kyte. Both Ania and son Andy 
have been with our club for 
several years.  

We continue to look forward 
to the CGM this August hoping 
many of you will attend.  It is not 
often that we have this event in 
BC.  Some of us attended the 
CGM in Mornville AB almost 
three years ago.  We were blown 
away by the entertainment.  Our 
Pres ident , Viv ienne Chin , 
attended the last CGM in Ottawa 
and was very impressed as well.  
The fiddlers competing for the 
top prize are the best in Canada 
and are only competing by 
inv i t a t ion f rom the CGM 

CENTRAL FRASER VALLEY 

Branch #4
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committee.  Mark your calendars 
for August 23, 24.  Check out the 
Canadian Grand Masters 2019  
w e b s i t e ( h t t p s : / /
www.cgm2019.com/) for more 
information and ticket purchase. 

This is the last newsletter 
until after the summer break.  We 
wish you all a safe and joyful 
summer.  Happy fiddling!  

Submitted by,   Rosalie Eeg  
 

!  
Greetings to all Branches of 

the BCOTFA. 

So far, the weather 
for the month of 
April and the start 
of May has been 
great, with hardly 
any rainy days and 
m o s t l y s u n n y 
weather. We are 
also hoping that 
this summer will 
bring some great 
weather but also 
sufficient rain to 
lessen the chances 
of having any forest 
fires during the 
summer months. 

O u r d a y t i m e 
dances, held on the 
first Tuesday of 
each month, are 
still on going and 
s o f a r t h e 

attendance has been between 
thirty to forty people, which is 
adequate to cover the hall rent.                      
Our Surrey Fiddler ’s band 
members still practice every 
M o n d a y e v e n i n g a t t h e 
H a z e l m e r e h a l l w i t h t h e 
Hazelmere fiddlers and also play 
at the Aldergrove dances, as the 
majority of the fiddlers are 
Surrey Br.#5 members  All 
proceeds from the Hazelmere 
Fiddler’s playouts are donated to 
various organizations such as, 
Food Banks, Children’s Hospital 
or other organizations in need. 

We are also looking for a hall 
to rent for a Sunday in August, to 
hold our annual potluck picnic 
and fiddle jam event. 

It will be exciting to take in 

the Grand Master ’s Fiddle 
Contest and dance, coming up in 
August 23rd and 24th . Just to 
hear the thirty or so contestants 
from across Canada competing in 
the contest will be a treat in its 
self. 

Thanks goes out to Mark 
Sullivan for taking on and 
planning this prestigious event. 

It is with sorrow and regret 
that we have lost our long time 
member, Dale Belchamber, who 
passed away on May 05 at the 
age of 79. Dale has been a 
member of the Surrey Fiddlers 
since 1983 and was a dedicated 
member and multi-talented 
musician, who played Violin, 
Guitar and bass for our band. 
Dale was also very skilled at 
making musical instruments. He 

SURREY 

Branch #5 
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built a double neck Electric 
Guitar/Bass, which was joined 
together and gave him the option 
of playing either one.  He also 
made a solid body Electric Violin 
and 2 or 3 standard violins.  Dale 
also played with many talented 
musicians and bands over the 
years and also played with a 
group called the Prairie Ramblers 
who recorded 2 record albums 
which Dale played in. 

Dale was a very polite and 
likeable person. He got along 
with everyone, being such a good 
natured person as he was and 
always looked happy and never 
complained about anything. 

We will miss him, as he was a 
great person and liked by 
everyone that knew him. 

 Our condolences go out to 
his family and relatives. 

Submitted by, 
   Evan Sanyshyn 

!
\ 

Here in the south Okanagan 
we are enjoying a warm sunny 
spring.  The crocus, tulips and 
lilac are blooming and the garden 
weeds are flourishing.  Some 
birds are back looking for a 
nesting place.  After surviving 
one of the coldest Februarys on 
record, this is a real treat.  A good 
rain would be welcome but 
indications are for another hot 
dry summer.  Not good news for 

the forests and grasslands. 

Our Branch 7 group is busy 
as usual with our regular senior 
homes and some extras.  There 
were a couple of extremely sad 
events in Feburary.  We lost our 
oldest member, Andy Jones, just 
short of his 95th birthday.  He was 
an incredible man and respected 
by all who knew him.  He was a 
fantastic harmonic player and one 
of our most reliable fiddle & 
guitar player’s.  Andy was a 
Second World War veteran and a 
25 year RCMP member.  He 
made and repaired violins and 
was always ready to give a 
helping hand. 

A week later, John & Lynn 
Tribe lost their 41 year old son 
Michael.  He left behind his 
beautiful wife and 2 great young 
daughters.  In spite of the shock, 
John & Lynn led our dance group 
2 days before Michaels funeral.  
Talk about dedication and 
commitment, this was the finest 
e x a m p l e w e h a v e e v e r 
experienced.  Our sincere 
condolences to the above families 
and their many friends. 

Our snow birds, Wayne & 
Pauline Angman are back home.  
Wayne is one of our important 
group leaders along with John 
Tribe and Vic Ukrainetz.  A 
h e a r t y t h a n k s t o Wa y n e 
Rodacker, Carol Jensen and 
Mabel Babcock who filled in all 
winter.  Last time I forgot to 
m e n t i o n o u r J a n u a r y 8 t h 
appreciation night for long time 
music Director Vic Ukrainetz.  

Our regular Tuesday practice 

nights have moved to Wednesday 
night.  Most Director meetings 
were on Tuesday so I missed 
them, because that is the 
Accordian Club practice and 
dance night where Wayne 
Rodacker and I go.  Attendance at 
Branch 7 third Friday dances are 
down since the hall fire as there 
is  lots of competition Friday 
nights so some dancers haven’t 
returned.  A huge benefit to our 
recent Sunday practice sessions 
was an hour of coaching by our 
friend, Shamma Sabir.  We are all 
so grateful that she could fit us 
into her busy schedule. 

One of our most enjoyable 
programs was the Gord Stobbe 
and JJ Guy workshop and 
concerts Apri l 24th, 2019.  
Gordon has earned an “Order of 
Canada”,”Nova Scotia County 
Music and a “North American 
fiddlers Hall of Fame, all 
deserved for his lifetime of fiddle 
promotion. 

Heather Bartel has become 
our new Photographer.  Guy 
Lafrance has done it faithfully for 
many years.  His wife, Irene, 
hasn’t been able to play violin 
s ince developing shoulder 
problems.  Bass player, Philip 
Brotin is still unable to play.  
Beverly Allen is still suffering 
from a car accident.  She has a 
hard time walking even with her 
walker and has damage to her 
hands and hearing.  Mable 
Babcock has also had some 
health issues, also John Tribe. To 
all the above and any I have 
missed, please recover soon.  

KELOWNA 
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Wayne Rodacker still has a full 
time job looking after his wife.  
He is our only regular bass player 
and has to hire caretakers on his 
many play dates.  His loyalty is 
admired by all of us. 

May is a busy month coming 
up.  A big annual one is the 
French Cultural Maple Fest 
where Vic leads us.  Next is the 
B l o s s o m T i m e f a i r a t 
Cottonwoods Senior home.  Our 
3rd Friday dance is May 17th.  
Rutland May Days parade on the 
18th of May and playing on the 
stage in the afternoon. 

Sunshine lady, Karen Omit, is 
organizing a Silent Auction for 
the end of May Fiddle Fest and 
donations are coming in.  We 
were fortunate this year to have 
the Scott Woods band as guest 
artists.  They do a great Don 
Messer style show & are from 
Ontario fiddle country, Fergus, 
my dad’s home town.  A hearty 
welcome to all who can make it 
to the show and contest, May 31st 
& June 1st.  I just heard we will 
have a guest fiddler, guitar 
p layer, J im Hendry, f rom 
Nipawin, Saskatchewan for the 
Friday 17th dance.  It’s always 
great to welcome some out of 
town talent. 

Submitted by,   Russ Gerrie 
 PS:  F r o m R . W . 

Emerson - You can never do a 
kindness too soon for you never 
know How soon it will be too 
late.  

!  
Merritt Old time Fiddlers 

held their election on April 15th 
with 23 members in attendance.  
Elected is the following: 

President - Larry Hintz 
Vice-President - Ken Riley 
Secretary - Cress Farrow 
Treasurer - Del Lawrence 
Director - two years 
Norbert Grenier 
Bonita Hintz 
Bud Johnston 
Director - one year 
Jean-Guy Dupuis 
Linda Monkman 
Jim West 
Deve lopment o f Mus ic 

Workshops & Training Clinics - 
Marianne Reimer 

Facebook & Web Page - Julia 
Wingleman 

Our annual campout is at 
Harmon Lake from May 14th - 
20th.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend.  There should be lots of 
music, crib and horseshoe 
tournaments, pot luck supper on 
Saturday and auction on Sunday.  
Proceeds from this auction are 
donated to local charitable 
organizations. 

Merri t t Senior Cit izens 
have again started a jam session 
once a month except during the 
summer. 

Many of the OTF members 
play and some new ones have 
joined our club.  Some members 
will also be playing occasionally 
at the Farmers Market and also at 
the Friday Night Street Market.  
Cress Farrow is the music 
director for the events.  Five 
members also play monthly at 
two of our Assisted Living 
Residences. 

Wishing everyone a safe and 
smoke free summer. 

Submitted by, Del Lawrence 
 

!  
Spring greetings from the 

Kootenay Fiddlers! We had a bit 
of a slow start to the new year but 
it is moving right along now with 
much to look forward to. On May 
8th our group played for the Trail 
Seniors Centre as part of the Trail 
Silver City Days. We were a large 
group with about 20 of us and 
especially happy to see our 
keyboard players Joan Marks and 
MaryAnn Stewart join us!  

Coming up May and June we 
have our usual play dates with 
the seniors at the Nelson Broader 
Horizons and at the Salmo Valley 
Estates. 

Something different for us 
this year was a request from the 
City of Castlegar to play an 
evening for the Music in the Park 
program. This takes place at the 

MERRITT 
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end of June and we are happy to 
have a special guest, the very 
talented Brie Hurlbert, Castlegar 
fiddle instructor, join our group 
for the evening. 

Gord Stobbe and JJ Guy 
presented their annual Spring 
Fiddle Workshop April 27th in 
Rossland. They taught a great 
and simple old traditional 
Appalachian tune, “The Spotted 
Pony”, that we learned in two-
part harmony. Really fun!!  
Richie Mann took them to the 
Colander, the famous spaghetti 
house in Trail, and the raves were 
great - so look for a Colander 
tune in the future.  Of course 
Gord and JJ did their evening 
p e r f o r m a n c e t o a v e r y 
enthusiastic crowd. 

Our BCOTF group continues 
to grow with 3 new members this 
season. A big welcome to Iris, 
Orest and Sylvia.  

Our biggest event is coming 
up and that is the 18th Annual 
Kootenay Fiddle, Guitar and 
Piano Workshop, July 8-12, at the 
Selkirk College campus in 
Castlegar, headed by Gord 
Stobbe himself, a 2019 inductee 
i n t o t h e N o r t h A m e r i c a n 
Fiddler’s Hall of Fame.  Other 
instructors include JJ Guy, Ray 
B e l l ( g u i t a r ) , T a h n i s 
Cunningham, Ivonne Hernandez, 
Trish Clair, Geoff Horrock 
(piano), all very accomplished 
musicians wanting to pass on 
their passion for fiddle music. 
This is a wonderful week to learn 
new tunes, meet new people and 
just have a fun time.  

Registration for the camp is 
through Selkirk College and 
don’t forget the early bird 
deadline is June 8th.  Online 
registration and payment is now 
available through Selkirk College 
Continuing Education (follow 
link that is available on our 
website), or register by phone, 
250-365-1208. More details are 
avai lable on our websi te : 
kootenayfiddlers.com. 

We are pleased to learn that 2 
ladies from Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
have registered to attend our 
camp way over here in the west. 
We look forward to meeting 
them!  
Cheers to everyone! 

 Submitted by, Shelley Buxton 

!  
Hello from Williams Lake, 
It's surprising how fast time 

goes by...it seems like I was 
writing the last news letter for 
Branch # 10 last month !!  

We survived all the cold 
weather during Jan and Feb but 
March was below average for our 
area.  We are now experiencing 
temperatures in the 20's so I 
guess we are finally on the road 
to summer which brings us some 
angst regarding forest fires in our 
areas.  We will be keeping our 
fingers crossed. 

As some of you are aware 
there is a problem of trying to 
keep a club going due to age and 
illness among it's members.  I am 
sure our club isn't the only one 
experiencing this problem.  We 
are fortunate that we have a very 
dedicated group of musicians in 
B r a n c h # 1 0 t h a t h a v e 
consistently given their time and 
efforts to ensure that we are able 
to fulfill our commitments such 
a s t h e L e g i o n ' s S e n i o r ' s 
Luncheon and Pasta Night as 
well as Deni House.  Having a 
small group has its disadvantages 
as we are unable to take on larger 
venues such as contests and 
dances. 

Our annual summer break 
starts at the end of June and we 
don't reconvene until early 
September and I am afraid that 
there won't be much for me to 
r e p o r t o n m y n e x t n e w s 
letters.....unless it is about the 
weather or forest fires we had in 
the Cariboo during our hiatus. 

Birthday wishes go out to 
Lorraine Baker in July and Viva 
Stewart in September. 

I hope everyone has a great 
summer and see you in the fall! 

Submitted by Pat Gunderson 

!  
Hello to everyone.  We are 

having a nice spring on the Island 

WILLIAMS LAKE 
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with al l k inds of f lowers 
blooming and the birds are 
singing. 

Bob and Darlene had a nice 
visit from her Aunt in March.  
Violet Brandt (Carlson) was born 
on the family farm at Bittern 
Lake, Alberta on Aug 6, 1918.  
She is the sixth child in a family 
of 8.  The family is blessed with 
longevity as she has sisters at 97, 
102, 103 years of age and 
brothers at 95 and 86. 

At 14 years old Violet played 
and bought her first guitar for 10 
dollars.  She played in a band that 
consisted of harmonica, piano, 
accordion auto harp, fiddle and 
guitar. 

Our group went over to Bob’s 
and had a little kitchen party for 
Violet.  She will be celebrating 
her 101st birthday in August.  
Violet joined in and played her 
guitar with us for a short time.   
We played all tunes she was 
familiar with and had a lot of fun.  
Violet said that this get together 
would be one of her most 
cherished memories.  Such is the 
power and connection to music. 

We have had a busy spring 
playing in the community for the 
seniors.  We also played at the 
Qualicum and Errington Farmer 
Markets which are great venues 
in which to play Old Time fiddle 
music.  

"  

Playing in Errington for their 
May Day celebrations seems to 
have become an annual event for 
us.  There were lots of children 
and adults dancing around the 
May Day Pole.  We also had one 
of our young fiddlers playing 
with us that day. 

We attended the Branch 17 
Jamboree at Fallen Alders.  There 
was lots of great music and a 
good time was had by all. 

On May 18th we will be 
celebrating Canada’s National 
Fiddling Day.  We are hosting all 
the other fiddle groups on the 
Island for a picnic and lots of 
fiddle playing.  Our youth group 
has been working hard and will 
be opening the celebration with a 
set list of Old Time Fiddle tunes.  
We are hoping for a sunny day. 

Happy Trails 
Submitted by Tom Elliott 

Tomarg333@gmail.com 

!  

Iʼll start with club business 

first: 

KOTF#12 still has 3 more 
playouts and 3 concerts before 
the Summer break. We have a 
Jamboree ( July 21 -23 ) at the 
Barriere Fall Fairgrounds There 
will be no camping charge for 
any Branch members who come. 

 Weʼre also playing at the 
Kamloops Farmerʼs Market in 
the morning of May 18th 
(Canadian Fiddle Day). 

Later in the summer weʼre 
having a “Fiddle Contest “ on 
Sept 14th ,with a musicians jam 
on Friday night the 13th .  

Now on a sadder note , weʼve 
lost two long time members of 
our club, Ed Skretka in March 
and Louise Anderson in April . 

They will be missed . 

KOTF #12 was founded in 
1982 and Iʼm going to make it a 
priority to learn more about the 
early days of our club and report 
some of our history in future 
issues since Iʼve only been a 
member for five years , itʼs time 
to find out what I missed, good or 
bad. Some things have definitely 
changed , we now play at 15 
retirement homes compared to 3 
to 4. 

In the early years, our 
t reasure r “F lorence” , jus t 
informed me that they used to 
have three to four dances a month 
back then compared to one now . 
I also know there was some hard 
feelings between some of the 
musicians way back, but Iʼm 
happy to report that the present 
group gets along quite well and it 

KAMLOOPS 
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is a joy to play with all of them.  

We still play a few songs 
written by past members of our 
club such as “The McBride 
Polka” by Svend Nielsen. 

One of our fiddlers, Colin 
Mahoney , ha s some o ld 
recordings that Iʼm going to 
listen to and hopefully weʼll find 
some more songs to do . This 
gets me to thinking; if all the BC 
fiddle clubs could find a song or 
two written by former members 
of their clubs that are still being 
played or merit being resurrected 
again, we could make up a book , 
ebook or put these songs online 
for our members. Just songs from 
BC. This would honour our past 
musicians and maybe put BC 
more on the Canadian fiddle 
map. 

Most of the other provinces 
are amply represented with great 
fiddle tunes. Gee , maybe Iʼm 
b e c o m i n g a B C F i d d l e 
Sepa ra t i s t ? Vive Le BC 
Fiddlers . Sorry my fingers went 
crazy for a few seconds. 

But maybe it is time BC had 
itʼs own style of fiddle music? 
Maybe it would be Eurasian , 
who knows ? Iʼm saving the best 
till last ; our younger fiddlers are 
progressing very quickly, much 
quicker than I ever thought 
possible, Iʼve got to go practice 
or Iʼll be left behind in their dust. 

Submitted By  Dave Lynn 

! 	
Our Branch 17 Fiddlers are 

going to be busy through out the 
summer playing for all kinds of 
events, just typed up a schedule 
and it looks like a really busy 
time and the club is in much 
demand, it was decided many 
years ago that we stop playing for 
the Care Homes and hospitals 
during the summer months as the 
Residents in those places are also 
able to get out and about doing 
different activities and often have 
visits from those out of town, so 
we take the summer off and tnen 
back we will come to help 
brighten up the winter days. 

Once again we have to Thank 
the Coombs club and the Port 
Alberni folks for coming and 
joining us at our Jamboree, we 
also are looking forward to 
spending National Fiddle Day at 
Coombs with our fellow branches 
of Fiddlers, Coombs is putting on 
a B.B.Q. for us all, so lots of 
Fiddle playing that day.  Of 
course our back up musicians and 
singers will be right with us, & 
we have Dave Gark who plays 
the Bones and he loves those fast 
fiddle tunes, & he sure can keep 
the rhythm so it will be a great 
day. 

T h e C a n a d i a n F o r c e s 
Snowbirds have been here in the 
Comox Valley practising their 

drills for their the past two 
weeks, today’s show was a very 
special sight to see.  We were out 
at Airforce Beach visiting with 
relatives from Nova Scotia, they 
had their motor home set up with 
a beautiful view of the ocean and 
so it was like having front row 
seats to this spectacular show.  
The noise was loud but the skill 
and preparation that must go into 
each turn & manoeuvre sure must 
take practise, practise and more 
practise, you Fiddle players 
should take this to mind as you 
know all about practise but one 
good thing about practising the 
fiddle - a mistake is not that 
drastic. 

Our club is Br 17 now in its 
32 year, prior to this Glen and I 
joined the Woods Lake Fiddle 
Club in Oyama, we seemed to up 
that way a lot and as sister Barb 
& Mel Krantz & brother Ron all 
belonged they had us join.  ome 
good times were had and I can 
remember that Vernon also had a 
large club, Art McMartin lived in 
Vernon at the time, he was with 
the Vernon club and he owned a 
Music Store and was in the 
process of moving to the Island 
or at least thinking of doing so.   
What a surprise when a year of so 
later there he was in the  Zellers 
Mall, he had a booth and was 
selling some fiddle clocks he had 
made, he and Glen started getting 
together to play music in the bars 
around town and soon they 
formed this Br 17.  I recall this 
plainly as I was the only person  
who could type (not good) and I 
got to do the official papers 

NORTH ISLAND 
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which we had to sign to become 
part of B.C.OT.F.A.  Times sure 
have changed in the following 
years, now everyone has a 
computer, and forget about typing 
this texting is something and you 
see a lot of people who live with 
their telephone right on them and 
they can at the drop of a hat find 
out where anything is, take your 
picture, send it somewhere, 
record conversations, anything 
you need to know just a press of 
a few buttons away.  We were at a 
dance and someone requested a 
song, the Fiddler said umm how 
does that start and then someone 
with phone played the song to 
show them. 

I hope everyone has a 
wonderful summer, & goes to as 
many Fiddling events , don’t 
forget the Canadian Grand 
Master in Abbotsford on the 
weekend of Aug. 24 

 Submitted by - Lorraine Hiebert 

 

!  
 

Branch #18 Comox Valley Funtime 
Fiddlers  

“Och!  Gie me a trifle mair 
‘o’ thet Haggis, laddie!”, was 
what we heard, often, at our 
successful, and jam packed, 
Robbie Burns MacContra dance 
in January.  We dressed in our 
finest tartans and played with 

bombastic fury.  And we look 
dashing in kilts, I might add.  But 
that windy, winter night is a mere 
memory today as we frolic in the 
warm, sunny days of May. 

We have had some fun these 
last few months.  A January 
Celtic party at the Denz’ Den and 
Fiddlejam sessions every second 
Tuesday in the church basement.  
Daisy is helping to run the 
sessions for the first half and she 
is bringing in all sorts of her 
students to play with us and to 
sign up as fiddle club members.  

February’s Valentine’s Contra 
dance was another success with 
lots of chocolate, red dresses, red 
wigs, red lips and bonbon prizes 
for the spot dances.  It always 
amazes me what people will do 
for chocolate.  With the effort of 
organizing the contra dance 
b e h i n d u s , s o m e p l a y e r s 
assembled at the Casa Loma 
centre and played music for their 
Happy Hour, always a happy 
time for us. 

We stepped lively into March 
and got ready for the green gilled 
St Paddy’s Day Contra dance at 
our Big Yellow Merville hall.  It 
was another full house and, as 
usual , everyone lef t the i r 

Canadian citizenship at the door 
and became Irish for a few 
hours.  Why, my good friend, 
Paddy O’Furniture, even flew in 
from Dublin for the bash.  We 
ended the month with a Big Little 
Lions concert where Daisy was 
Guest Fiddler! 

So, we roared into April with 
a rocking concert at the Merville 
hall with the Toronto bluegrass 
band, The Slocan Ramblers.  
True story, I first saw the Slocans 
in Vancouver at a house concert 
about 3 years ago.  I went to meet 

them in person as they 
were on tour and they 
were scheduled to play a 
house concert at my 
house, in the Comox 
Valley, several days after 
their Vancouver gig.  
Well, turned out that my 
friend and I were the only 
two audience members at 

t h e Va n c o u v e r c o n c e r t .  
Embarrassing for them but they 
gave us a full show anyway.  
However, when they played at 
my house days later, the yard was 
full of enthusiastic bluegrass 
aficionados.  So, I knew that they 
were good and when they 
contacted me this year to play 
again in the Comox Valley, I set 
them up in the Merville hall and 
they packed the place.  Standing 
room only.  What a great show! 

Later in April, a small but 
dynamic group of players, lead 
by Cindy of Courtenay, wowed 
the crowd at a concert in 
Campbell River. 

And now it is May and last 

COMOX VALLEY 
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night we held the last Fiddlejam 
session of the spring season (we 
start again in September).  It was 
bursary night and our adult 
players presented bursaries to 
many of the youth.  The photo 
shows the happy recipients, with 
Christophe behind them trying to 
play as well as the kids.

"  

So Saturday, we’ll head on 
down to Coombs to play in the 
National Fiddle Day event there.  
May even see some of you there! 

Cheers,	
Submitted by Craig Freeman  

 
 

!  

The beginning of this year 
seemed to be a bit quieter than 
usual, although I think we 
sometimes need that.  In addition 
to the usual Care Home playouts, 
we did play for the Robbie Burns 
night put on by the Port Alberni 
Highland Dance Association.  
This is a gig we thoroughly enjoy 
and look forward to. 

Our AGM was held the 
second week of February and by 
acclamat ion the execut ive 
remains the same,  

 
R h o n d a 
H o l c o m b e , 
Pres.,   
G o r d i e 
M cCo n n e l l , 
VP,  
L o u i s e 
K i l l o u g h , 
Secretary,  
G a i l R o s s , 
Treasurer.  
A couple of 
new directors 
were voted in 
for two years,   
Ron Ross and  
V a l e r i e 
Maher. 

F o r t h e 
r e s t o f 
February and 
M a r c h w e 
p l a y e d o u r 
M o n d a y /
We d n e s d a y 
Ca re Home 
schedule.  We 
now have a more regular playouts 
at Westhaven and the hospital 
Atrium, playing the last Friday of 
the month for the fall/winter.   

In April we were invited to 
participate in the Branch 17 
Jamboree on the 27th.  A few of 
our members with campers went 
up on the Friday night and had a 
super Jam session with a small 
number of Br. 17 members.  On 
the afternoon of the 27th we 
played for a while as a group and 
then several of our members took 
part in the Open Mic session.  
After dinner we played for a 
portion of the dance. 

On the Monday after this 
busy weekend it was our pseudo-
competition time and a good 
number of members took part.  
We can cer ta inly hear an 
improvement  in the playing over 
the years and the feeling of 
confidence.  All beneficial. 

In May we were asked to play 
for a dance at the Legion.  This 
took place after their Saturday 
Steak Night dinner and there was 
a nice group of dancers attending.  
There were a dozen of us playing 
that night and it was very 
enjoyable.  Nice to see some of 
the dancers again. 

ALBERNI VALLEY 
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On May 7th we met at 
Abbeyfield to take part in a fiddle 
and accompanist workshop with 
Gordon Stobbe and J.J. Guy.  
There were 19 participants in the 
group.  Most were from our club 
but a couple of people from 
Branch #11 were able to attend, 
as well as two people from the 
communi ty.  Gordon led 
everyone through some warm-up 
exercises and scales.   J.J. then 
took the fiddlers to an outside 
court at Abbeyfield to teach us 
the basics of a chosen tune, 
adding some harmonies and 
variations.  In the meantime 
G o r d o n w o r k e d w i t h t h e 
accompanists.  Near the end of 
the session, the two groups came 
together  to combine the results 
of the separate teaching sessions.  
Success!. All were pleased with 
the results.  Many thanks to one 
o f ou r members , Ba rba ra 
Lehtonen, for making all the 
arrangements. 

As of the end of April we 
have stopped most of our Care 
Home gigs until September. 

Starting in June, weather 
allowing, we will play down at 
the Harbour Quay(key) in lieu of 
our usual Monday practice at 
Abbeyfield.  This will be a more 
casual session.  Not an official 
club engagement.   If you happen 
to be in Port Alberni on a 
Monday, drop by the Harbour 
from 1-2:30 and join in or sit 
back and listen.  

We do have some summer 
playouts we are looking forward 
to, like the Coombs National 

Fiddling Day event with all four 
Island branches taking part, the 
Junebugs Barn dance, a Jane 
Austen picnic in the park, an Art 
Centre Tea.  A few goals to keep 
us playing. 

This early taste of summer 
weather is a bit scary with the dry 
state of the forest already, so we 
hope all goes well for everyone.  

For those able to attend the 2019 
CGM, enjoy the wonderful music 
coming from the many young 
upcoming fiddlers. 

A happy summer to all. 
Submitted by    Gail Ross 
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