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Jim was born and grew 
up on Prince Edward 
Island. He began to pick up 
the fiddle in his teens after 
listening to Don Messer on 
the radio. Soon after he 
bought a Palm guitar and 
taught himself to play it, 
and learned h is f i r s t 
chording concepts on his 
mother’s pump organ (he 
believes everyone should 
start out with keyboard). 
Jim became a versatile 
musician; at this point he is 
primarily a fiddler but is 
able to flat-pick on the guitar 
many of the lively old-time tunes 
or chord along on the piano. As a 
young man in PEI, Jim played in 
a band for Legion dances with his 
friend Alton and Alton’s sister 
(Alton and Jim switched off 
between fiddle and guitar). In 
1963 Jim came across Canada to 
Prince George, employed by the 
Bank of Nova Scotia.  After a 
career in bookkeeping and 
accounting, Jim worked his last 
seventeen years in the office at 
the Salvation Army Addictions 
Treatment Centre. He retired in 
1997.  

Marguerite was born and 
raised in West Vancouver. She 
took Toronto Conservatory piano 

lessons during her school years, 
a n d u n d e r s t o o d c h o r d s 
theoretically, but had never 
played with a fiddler or old-time 
music. After graduating from 
UBC she accepted her first 
teaching position in Prince 
George in 1963 – she had a 
cousin teaching here who told her 
they are looking for teachers as 
the city was expanding so quickly 
in the pulp mill boom years.  She 
stayed and taught primary and 
intermediate grades for 31 years. 
At that time classes were much 
bigger and they didn’t have 
E d u c a t i o n A s s i s t a n t s – 
Marguerite recalls one split grade 
1 & 2 class in which she had 45 
students!! After retiring in 1999 
Marguerite has maintained 

friendships with her 
colleagues, and still 
enjoys regular social 
ou t ings wi th o the r 
retired teachers.   
Jim and Marguerite met 
in Prince George at a 
dance, and later were 
married in 1965. They 
made their home in 
Pr ince George and 
raised their daughter, 
Gwyneth (who has a 
music degree and plays 
F r e n c h h o r n a n d 
marimba) and their son 

Andrew (who played trumpet in 
school band). They have one 
grandchild, Corey.   

This April they will be 
celebrating 53 years of wedded 
bliss! On their 50th their kids 

threw a party for them and all 
their friends and fiddlers, which 
included (naturally) lots of 
music!  This photo was taken at 
their Anniversary. If you sing or 
play the musical notes on the 
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cake you will get “Here Comes 
the Bride”!  

In the 1980s three active 
Fiddle Club members Jim knew 
(who are no longer with us), 
Doris Sexsmith, Dave Bowman 
and Art Lindstrom, told him 
about the fiddle club and 
encouraged him to come out to 
the club’s weekly jams.  At this 
time Jim had not played music 
for over thirty years, and 
Marguerite was playing piano 
only occasionally at the school. 
They had never played together 
at home, as their music had 
seemed to be from two different 
worlds. Jim took his guitar and 
chorded along at his first jam in 
1989, and Marguerite watched 
Doris Sexsmith on piano to learn 
how to back up a fiddler. They 
began playing together at home, 
helping each other to work out 
chords to tunes. Soon Jim was 
bringing a fiddle to jam and 
Marguerite was taking a turn at 
piano, and things evolved from 
there. Jim and Marguerite have 
been associated with Branch #1 
of the Old Time Fiddlers for 
about 29 years and have 
served on the Board of 
Directors for periods of time; 
Jim as Treasurer for three 
years, and then Marguerite 
three years as Secretary. As 
well, they have served in 
other areas as opportunities 
were presented, and have 
always been willing to help. 
Marguerite was the club’s 
photographer for 15 years; she 
ensured photos were taken of 
those participating in special 
events and contests. Marguerite 

(and before her, Bess Bowman) 
arranged the photographs into 13 
photo albums covering the period 
f r o m 1 9 8 6 t o 2 0 1 4 a n d 
illustrating the rich history of our 
branch. 

Jim smiles as he relays the 
story of Marguerite’s ear for 
music – one time they heard 
Karen Borden fiddling an Andy 
de Jarlis tune “Manitoba Golden 
Boy” and they really liked it, but 
when they got home they were 
disappointed that neither of them 
could recall the tune (this was 
long before the day when you 
could simply google it on you 
tube). In the middle of the night 
Marguerite poked Jim and 
exclaimed that the forgotten tune 
had come back to her and kept 
running through her head. There 
was nothing to be done but for 
both of them to get out of bed, 
and Jim recorded it while 
Marguerite played it by ear on 
the piano. It’s still one of the 
favour i te tunes they p lay 
together, and they’ve taught it to 
other fiddlers in the club. 

Jim and Marguerite have 
always been supportive of new 
fiddlers, often having them over 
t o t h e i r h o m e f o r m u s i c 
(sometimes including dinner), 
and Jim is more than willing to 

share his hundreds of old time or 
Scottish tunes. As the older 
fiddlers have passed on, Jim is 
sometimes called upon now to 
help fiddlers learn some standard 
old time fiddle tunes. For a few 
years Jim and Marguerite played 
dances with a four-piece band 
called ‘JR and the Upbeats’, with 
Branch #1 members John 
Broderick and Cy Fortin on 
guitar and bass.   

Marguerite and Jim playing 
with John Broderick and Cy 
Fortin on bass behind at the Old 
Time Fiddlers’ dance -  Nov  
2017 

Jim and Marguerite like a 
v a r i e t y o f m u s i c t y p e s , 
particularly Old Time and 
Country. They have participated 
in numerous playouts (through 
the fiddle club and on their own) 
at senior residences and special 
events like the French-Canadian 
Club’s Francofun Festival, 
Gateway residence gospel hymn 
sings, fiddle jams, house parties 
and old-time dances; Jim with his 

fiddle and Marguerite on the 
piano. They recently took a 
little break when Jim had 
some trouble with his little 
finger, but now his fingers 
are mobile again, and at the 
ages of 84 and 75 they are 
back to braving the winter 
chills to brighten the days of 
seniors - often younger than 
themselves - with their 

music. Jim and Marguerite have 
enjoyed meeting many people, in 
the community and beyond, as 
they have played together 
throughout the years. 

Submitted by Beth Bressette, 
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Well by the time you read 
this, Christmas will be over and 
we are on to a new year, so much 
is happening in the province of 
BC, it is great to see all the 
playouts at the senior homes, 
dances all through week, and 
discussion of the Grand Masters 
coming to our great Province.  It 
is a fantastic news that we can 
add to everyone’s calendar, 
S e p t e m b e r 8 , 2 0 1 8 ,  
Kamloops is to host a fiddle 
contest again, I am sure that 
all of us from the province 
hope that it is a great event, 
like we know it will be. 

We are working on getting 
all the events across the 
province to our new page on 
the website called “Fiddling 
Around BC Events Calendar”. 
Want us to post your events 
just forward us an email and 
consider it done. Florence 
Tellier is doing a great job in 
monitoring our Provincial 
Facebook page, make sure 
you go and “Like” us. 

I attended the Fiddle 
Contest in Quesnel Branch #3 
in 2017 and was pleased to 
see that a fiddle contest can be 
a great success even when it 
only just takes part of a day.  
This is what inspired Branch 
#12 in Kamloops to try again 

but with a more low key event. 
Kelowna Branch #7 always 

puts a great event together in its 
neighbourhood for their fiddle 
contest which will be held on 
June 2, 2018 and it looks like 
they again have a great line up of 
musicians and judges that are 
going to attend. Please go to our 
website to see all the detail at  
http://bcfiddlers.com or google 
“BC Fiddlers” 

It has been a good year in 
which I have been able to put 
face to a name and a smile to a 
voice, and I look forward to 
continue to do that.Hope to see 
you in the 2018. 

Your president, Jackie Davis 

!  
Once again thanks to all the 

contributors for getting their 
stories in for this Newsletter.  
From the looks of the posters of 
upcoming events it’s going to be 
a busy summer. 

Certainly one of the big 
events for the BCOTFA that is in 
progress is the changes we’ll be 
making to adapt to the new 
Societies Act - not only the 

Provincial Executive but many 
of the Branch Executives will 
be pouring over the wording 
changes.  Your editor John Tribe 

BRANCH 
NEWS 

!  
Happy 50th Birthday to US!! 
It was 50 years ago that 
informal fiddling jam sessions 
in Prince George led to the 
formation of the BC Old Time 
Fiddling Association in 1968 
that would bring all fiddlers 
a n d b a c k u p m u s i c i a n s 
together to promote and 
encourage the art of old-time 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Jackie Davis

FROM THE EDITOR 

John Tribe

PRINCE GEORGE 

  Branch #1 
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fiddling.  The Founding Members 
formed their own constitution 
and held their first contest in 
1970. Current member Jim Dow 
was one of those Founding 
Members (the only one left), and 
in 1971 Mike St Germain and 
Dave Bowman began serving 13 
and 17 yr terms on the Board. 
Current members Armand and 
Doreen Denicola and Brian St 
Germain joined almost from the 
start. In 1978 a group was formed 
to head up the provincial 
association, and Prince George 
then became Branch #1.  

A snowy, winter welcome 
from the North! Like most of the 
province, we had some pretty 
cold weather over Christmas but 
now we’re back to typical winter 
weather, temperatures hovering 
between 0 and -15 degrees. Just 
right for skiing and snowshoeing, 
or . . . playing music at home 
with friends by the fireside with a 
nice cup of hot chocolate and 
Bailey’s! 

We’re excited about our 4th 
Annual Jamboree this spring 
(probably April) – a few things 
yet to hash out before we set the 
date, but it will be on our 
Webpage http://bcfiddlers.com/
prince-george/ and Facebook 
page (pgfiddlers). Everyone is 
welcome to come and take 
lessons from qualified instructors 
(all day Saturday), there will be a 
dance (Friday) and a concert 
(Saturday evening). Closer to the 
date we will have a registration 
form on the web page for Prince 
George branch. 

Our Branch #1 AGM is on 

Sunday, January 28 at 5 pm – 
starting with a potluck, followed 
by the meeting, and winding 
down with an informal jam and 
dancing. New executive will be 
voted in at that time. 

The kids played fiddles and 
threw candy from the Old Time 
Fiddlers Float in the parade in 
May. 

Dances continue to be held 
the third Saturday of the month, 
Sept – March. Upcoming dances 
are Jan 20, Feb 17, Mar 17. We 
usually get a great showing of 
fiddlers and backup musicians, 
but could use more dancers for 
them to play for! Usual turnouts 
are 45 – 70 people. We really 
appreciate those who work hard 
to be at the door, in the kitchen, 
in the bar, and behind the sound 
equipment – a huge thank you.	

In September we enjoyed a 
day with Mike Sanyshyn – he 
taught a group workshop on 
technique and a couple of new 
tunes, and then helped out at our 
dance with some lively fiddle 
tunes and guitar accompaniment.  

This group played at a School 
District Heritage Fair at the 
Civic Centre. 

In October we partnered 
with the Hart Community 
Association to put on a second 
Family Ice Cream Social. 
People of all ages had a great 
time making their sundaes and 
learning new dance steps to 
live fiddle music! 

Our last jam of the season, 
Dec 14, was well-attended and 
saw dancers twirling to fiddles 
playing Jingle Bells, the children 

leading a sing-song, and the back 
table being filled with all kinds of 
delightful goodies provided by 
members. We even got to see 
long-time members Armand and 
Doreen Denicola at the party! It 
was nice to have Maria Newton, 
Chloe Nakahara and Brittany 
Iwanciwski home from studies 
for the holidays.  

Stay warm and keep fiddling! 
Submitted by,  
Beth Bressette 

!  
With the winter landscape 

like a scene from a Christmas 
card, it’s hard to remember that 
just a few months ago we were in 
the grips of major forest fires. 
The cold, short days give our 
club members time to learn new 
tunes and enjoy social get-
togethers. 

Our contest in October had 
only 16 contestants. Considering 

it was the Provincial Contest, that 
number is disappointing. On the 
positive side, we had great 
audience part icipation and 
c o m p l i m e n t s o n Q u e s n e l 

QUESNEL 

Branch #3
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hospitality from visitors and 
locals. It was good to visit again 
with Marshall Fedoruk from 
Falkland and Ed Matchet who 
travelled all the way from Port 
Alberni. We’re also proud of the 
Provincial Champion, Michael 
Burnyeat, from Vancouver who 
played exceptionally well and 
will be a great representative at 
the Canadian Grand Masters 
Competition should he choose to 
go. Thanks to the Kamloops Club 
members who came to support 
and help us out.  

On Sunday, Jan 7 we played 
for the Hallis Lake Annual Free 
Ski Day. It’s a winter wonderland 
and such a festive atmosphere. 
We will participate in the 
Quesnel’s annual winter festival  
slated for Feb 3. We’re booked to 
play inside Quesnel’s new arena. 
Regular dance dates have not 
been confirmed but we hope to 
continue with our monthly 
dances, also hoping JJ Guy and 
Gordon Stobbe will pay us a visit 
again in the spring. 

We’re thrilled to hear that 
G o r d o n S t o b b e h a s b e e n 
appointed a Member of the Order 
of Canada for his “outstanding 
achievement, dedication to the 
community and service to the 
nation.” Gordon’s home is in 
Nova Scotia, but he has been part 
of the BC Fiddle Treat for many 
years. It is such an honour and 
we’re so proud to be part of his 
life. 

The BC FIDDLE ‘TREAT 
dates are MONDAY JULY 16 – 
SUNDAY JULY 22. That’s a 
week earlier than in the past, so 

mark your calendars. Our website 
should be totally updated by the 
time you read this. 

Until next time, 
 Submitted by, Jean Gelinas 

!  

I hope everyone had a great 
Christmas with lots of food, fun 
and music. It was a treat to wake 
up to light snow on Christmas 
morning.  The roads here 
remained clear for most of the 
day so it was safe for all the 
holiday visiting.  However, a few 
days later we were engulfed in 
the horrific ice storm and 
remained in the dark for a time.  
Now we see the light again so 
down to the business of 2018 
with great anticipation.  

We st i l l practice every 
Wednesday evening with the 
exception of our December 
Christmas break.  We continue to 
play at the Aldergrove dances and 
play-outs at senior homes in our 
area.  One of our fun play-outs 
was at the Christmas Tradex 
Show on November 18th.  This is 
the second year we performed for 
this event.   

The highlight of this last 
news period is the production of 
our new CD by the Central Fraser 
Valley Fiddlers. It took months of 
practice guided by our music 
director Ed Ryz and workshops 
with Mark Sullivan. We are so 

proud of our music endeavour. 
Thank you so much Ed!  This 
would not have even started 
without your idea.  Thank you 
Mark Su l l i van and Cra ig 
McGregor for all your input in 
recording and engineering our 
CD.   We would be amiss if we 
didn’t take this opportunity to 
thank our Vice President Joanne 
(Daffy) Davenport. She did all 
the groundwork in successfully 
concluding the process to 
complete this project and all the 
graphics and texts on the CD 
c o v e r . O u r C D t o o k 
approximately 5 hours to record 
25 songs with a pizza break in 
between.  Thank you Ken Buck 
for arranging the use of your club 
room for the recording session. 

Early in December, we 
enjoyed our annual Christmas 
party with most of our members 
attending including some of the 
Kids club.  Great food and some 
wonderful entertainment by our 
kids, Lochlan (guitar) and Xavier 
(violin) along with their mom 
Shannon Bull and a tune on the 
violin from Hobbs Anderson.  We 
were pleased to see Myrna and 
Cedric Wing join us.  Myrna has 
not been active in our club this 
past year because of the distance 
from Maple Ridge.  We have 
missed her.  Thank you again 
Ken fo r t he u se o f you r 
clubhouse. It’s a great facility. 

We h e l d o u r A G M i n 
November 2017.  The current 
executive were re-elected by 
acclamation for another term.   
President, Vivienne Chin;  Vice 
President, Joanne Davenport;  

CENTRAL FRASER VALLEY 

Branch #4
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Secretary, Elaine McLean;  
Treasurer, Rosalie Eeg. 

We would like to welcome 
new member Doreen Bell (violin) 
and Murray Pleasance (guitar) to 
our club. Murray has joined in 
many of our play outs and 
functions. 

 It has been brought to our 
attention that we have a number 
of trophies available to anyone 
who can use them. These are free 
of charge.  Please contact Ed Ryz 
at 604 826 5211 or Vern Walt at 
6 0 4 8 2 6 8 8 2 4 f o r m o r e 
information.  

I would like to wish everyone 
a Very Happy New Year with 
good health and much happiness. 

Submitted by, 
   Rosalie Eeg 

!  
Greetings to all Branches of 

the BCOT Fiddlers. 
“Happy New Year to all of 

our Fiddle Branches in B.C.” 
 We hope that everyone had 

an enjoyable festive holiday and 
looking forward to a new year of 
entertaining, providing great old 
time fiddle music at dances and 
other events. 

Some areas of B.C. had to 
endure severe winter weather 
conditions during the holidays, 
with lots of snow and slippery 
roads and we hope that the 
weather did not cause any major 
problems for anyone living in 

these areas. 
Our fiddle club continues to 

hold daytime dances on the first 
Tuesday of each month, from 
1:00 pm to 3:30 pm, at Don 
Christian Rec. Centre, at 6220 on 
184 St. in Surrey.  

So far, our daytime dances 
have not been drawing the crowd 
that we anticipated and as of 
November and December our 
a t t e n d a n c e i s a v e r a g i n g 
approximately thirty people, so 
we are hoping that the warmer 
weather months will entice more 
people to attend our dances.  We 
had to cancel our January dance, 
as the January 2nd date was not 
available, being too close to New 
Years.  Our next dance will be on 
February 6.        

Congra tu la t ions to our 
member, Mike Sanyshyn for 
winning the fiddle player of the 
year award at the B.C. Country 
Music Awards on October 22, 
2017 

There were four other fiddle 
players nominated for the same 
award.  

Congratulations to Julius 
Cotter who celebrated his 93rd. 
birthday on December 11, 2017. 

Julius is the eldest fiddle 
player in our Surrey Fiddler’s 
band and his talents also include 
playing the harmonica and 
calling our square dances. 

Our condolences go out to the 
families of Mary Wickham, 
Evelyn Watchman, and Bruce 
Fostveld, who passed away 
recently. All of these people had 
wonderful personalities and were 
liked by everyone that knew 

them. They also came out and 
supported our club by attending 
our Surrey Fiddler’s dances and 
picnics.  They will be missed by 
all of our members and dancers. 

Until the next edition: 

Submitted by, 
   Evan Sanyshyn 

!  
Well, finally our hot & 

extremely dry summer with 
record breaking  Western Canada 
forest fires is history.  Fall or 
“Indian summer” as we used to 
call it was long and wet.  Autumn 
harvesting of hay and other crops 
was delayed in many areas.  We 
need a switch to turn the rain on 
when needed and off for harvest 
time.  I guess it would never be 
right for everybody.  I always say 
the most important feature on the 
radio is the “off” button. 

In September and October we 
were back to our 15 or so Senior 
homes and a few special events 
thrown in.  These are usually ably 
lead by John Tribe or Wayne 
Angman.  Wayne and Pauline 
will be snow birds for 3 months, 
so Mabel Babcock & Carol 
Jenson will carry on for him 
thankfully.  It’s not that easy to 
find good players that also have 
the gift of the gab. 

The most important event for 
October was the Provincial 
Contest in Quesnel on the 7th & 
8th.  Our President, Irene 
McAvena, and Bev Allen had a 

SURREY 

Branch #5 

KELOWNA 

Branch #7
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great time.  They enjoyed a well 
organized contest and a great 
dinner dance after. 

Our Halloween dance was 
well attended with some neat 
costumes on display.  Some kept 
us a guessing who was behind 
that mask or fancy hat.  John & 
Lynn help with Fiddin’ for Fun at 
Casorso school on Wednesday at 
3pm.  They have around 60 
students in two groupsp learning 
some of the simple old tunes very 
quickly.  Dave Barton and his 
wife, Susan, from California are 
helping at George Pringle school 
on the westside with a similar 
program. 

November is a busy month as 
usual.  Our biggest crowd is on 
November 11th Remembrance 
day at Parkinson Rec Centrec 
where John & Wayne led us 
through some lively dance music.  
We always have a crowd of about 
400 Veterans and friends.  When 
we take a break the local Pipe 
Band takes over with some great 
marching music and a Highland 
dancer this year.  It’s nice to see 
s o m e y o u n g e r p e o p l e i n 
attendance to keep the memories 
alive.  Our other major special 
event was the Ukrainian dance 
party.  They had great costumes 
and it was fun to watch the little 
tykes and on up through the age 
groups to the very best. 

December 1st was our well 
attended Christmas party with 
over 100 tickets sold.  A fine 
turkey dinner with all the 
trimmings was served by the 
K n i g h t s o f C o l u m b u s .  
Entertainment was a group of 

carollers singing their way 
around the room.  I sometimes 
forget to thank all the people who 
decorate, set up tables & chairs, 
take them down & put away after.  
This applies to all events, dances, 
f i d d l e c o n t e s t s , p i c n i c s , 
Christmas parties, etc.  Even 
some of the dancers stay and help 
clear tables & chairs.  Many 
hands make light work and are 
much appreciated. 

January 2nd 2018, we opened 
up a brand new year with an 
Appreciation night at Rutland 
Seniors.  Vic Ukrainetz was 
p r e s e n t e d w i t h a L i f e 
membership for his long years as 
music director; Connie Stamhuis 
for her long time dedication; 
Alice Sisler for many years of 
fine piano backup; Guy LaFrance 
our long time photographer; 
Pauline  Angman, Helen Bryson 
& Phylis Shkurabuik for tickets 
sales at our dances; Bev Allen for 
bringing Jim Catto to dances as 
he is unable to drive.  The above 
were given thank you cards from 
Tim Hortons. 

It with sad heart, I have to 
announce that Gordon Cheyne 
did not survive his injuries from a 
bad fall.  Gord passed away, 
Saturday, January 13th. 

His injuries were just too 
severe for him to recover. 

Gordon will be greatly 
missed by all, as a fiddler, a great 
volunteer and a thoughtful 
friendly family guy. 

Condolences to Phyllis and 
all his family 

The next major event is our 
AGM on January 21st.  There, we 

hash out events for the coming 
year and end with Elections of 
Officers for 2018. 

As you probably noticed, our 
previous Kelowna news letter 
was incomplete.   The 2nd page 
fell through a  crack somewhere 
so it is included here.  Sorry for 
the delay & here it is below. 

Irene LaFrance took a bad 
fall on a downhill hike in Banff.  
She broke an ankle and badly 
skinned her arm.  She is having 
trouble walking, so we hope to 
hear of improvement soon. 

Finally our luck has changed 
and we have welcomed a few new 
fiddlers. A great couple from 
California, David & Susan 
Barton;  also Heather Bartell and 
her little 3 year old with his own 
fiddle. 

We have to congratulate our 
little energizer bunny, Connie 
Stamhuis, for her 2 Gold & 2 
Silver medals form Barcelona, 
Spain to add to her swimming 
collection.  Her & Andy Jones 
are an inspiration to whoever 
knows them. 

I contacted our favorite 
nurse, Linda Read, who lives in 
Powell River and is in the 
process of converting part of her 
barn to a music room.  She still 
teaches a few students and hopes 
to expand.  You can contact her 
at lindakread@hotmail.com 

Hope all our members and 
their properties survived the heat, 
smoke & fires.  It’s been a tough 
summer in many areas.  The 
older we get the faster time goes 
by.  With the 4 month stretch 
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between newsletters, it’s tougher 
to make notes of everything that 
needs reporting.  All the best to 
keep those old tunes alive. 

Soon it will be jack-o-
lanterns and j ingle bel ls .  
Seasons greeting from all of us to 
all of you. 

 Ps. Count your life by 
smiles not tears &Count your age 
by friends not years. 

pps:  Not what we have, but 
what we enjoy, constitutes our 
abundance 

Sincerely,  Russ Gerrie 

!  
 Merritt Old Time Fiddlers 

would like to wish everyone all 
the best in 2018!  Things have 
been kind of quiet of late.  We 
had a meeting in November with 
a pretty good turnout. 

We had our Christmas party 
December 2nd with 32 in 
attendance.  Everyone enjoyed 
the catered dinner, and even 
Santa put in an appearance for 
the gift exchange.  Afterwards we 
had some good music and 
dancing.  Everyone commented 
on what a good time they had! 

   Our annual campout 
will be 18th to 21st of 
May.  It is always a good 
time to re-unite with old 
friends. 

   Hope everyone has a good 
winter. 

Submitted by,      Delphine Lawrence 

!  

Hello to our fellow BCOTF 
Branches and welcome 2018! 

We began last fall with 
playing for the Castlegar Seniors 
at their afternoon Halloween 
dance. We always enjoy playing 
for their dances as they are a 
lively bunch and hold a true zest 
for life! Thanks to all who turned 
out to play and to those who 
made the effort to dress up and 
look ridiculous! We ended the 
year with a New Year’s gig at 
Castlewood Care Home. It was 
so good to have our dear Mary 
Ann Stewart back on board and 
playing keyboard after a few 
months off on medical recovery. 
Our branch played at a few more 
venues including Salmo Care 
Home and Genelle Community 
Hall at their annual luncheon for 
our local Care Home residents.  

In December, our branch 
came together with friends and 
p a r t n e r s t o c e l e b r a t e t h e 
Christmas season with a dinner 
and jam at a local golf club, Little 
Bear. It was a beautiful festive 
venue with a delicious turkey 
dinner buffet.  

The next event we really look 
forward to is a fiddle/guitar/
mandolin day-long workshop in 
Rossland presented by JJ Guy 
and Gordon Stobbe. They are 
returning for a third year. The 

e v e n i n g w i l l b e a v e r y 
entertaining concert by these two 
amigos. We all look forward to 
this in the early spring.  

Gordon Stobbe is taking a 
bow as one of the newest 
appointments to the Order of 
Canada. 

A w a l k i n g a r c h i v e o f 
traditional and wide-ranging 
Canadian folk styles, Gord was 
named a Member of the Order of 
Canada on December 29 by 
Governor General Julie Payette 
“for his commitment to the 
preservation of fiddle music as a 
p e r f o r m e r, c o m p o s e r a n d 
teacher.”  

In the announcement of the 
appointment, Stobbe remarked 
that he was very humbled and 
honoured to be recognized for 
decades of work as a musician, as 
well as his ongoing efforts as a 
music educator and mentor from 
coas t - to -coas t i n Canada . 
Congratulations to Gordon; many 
of us know him so well through 
his 16-years as head instructor at 
our annual summer Fiddle, 
Guitar and Piano camp at 
Selkirk College in Castlegar.  

Which brings me to Save the 
Date and invite musicians to the 
always fabulous and fun filled 
summer camp happening the 
third week in July; July 16-20th. 
Updates and details will be 
p o s t e d o n o u r w e b s i t e 
kootenayfiddlers.com. The Camp 
Committee has held meetings and 
already planning for this camp.  

And check out our website. 
Member Chuck Cram continues 
to keep our site updated with 
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posting our fiddle tunes with 
printable music sheet. It has 
served us as a great resource and 
you may find it a good source for 
some fiddle tunes you like.   

Another good resource for 
fiddle practice and learning tunes 
is on YouTube and the instructor 
is a guy who goes by the name of 
Fiddlehed (yes, that’s hed with no 
‘a’). He is an interesting granola 
type with a quirky sense of 
humour and is clear, slow and has 
tunes in his teachings that are 
well known and common. I am 
learning Dill Pickle Rag, which is 
slightly harder to learn with it 
be ing in three par t s , and 
Fiddlehed not only breaks it all 
down but also has a recording 
session where you can play 
along…great for practicing!  

Let’s end here with a joke… 
 L i t t l e H a r o l d w a s 

practicing the violin in the living 
room while his father was trying 
to read in the den. The family 
dog was lying in the den, and as 
the screeching sounds of little 
Harold's violin reached his ears, 
the dog began to howl loudly. 
The father listened to the dog and 
the violin as long as he could. 
Then he jumped up, slammed his 
paper to the floor and yelled 
above the noise, "For Pete's sake, 
can't you play something the dog 
doesn't know?!" 

Wishing you all a healthy, 
jamming and musical 2018! 

Submitted by Kathy Markin 

   Submitted by, 
   Kathy Markin 

!  
Hello everyone,   
It sure has been a crazy year 

for weather in Williams Lake and 
the surrounding areas. We had 
very high temperatures and dry 
lightning storms that led to the 
huge fires in July and August.  
Our summer seemed to go 
literally up in smoke.  As  soon as 
August finished and September 
started it was as if someone had 
turned off the thermostat...the 
temperatures dropped and we 
were into "Fall".  We had cold 
weather but only a couple of 
snow "flurries" in late Nov that 
didn't stay on the ground.  It was 
like that up to about the 23rd of 
December before we got a dump 
of snow.  It is now January and 
we are having our typical winter 
weather.  I have to look on the 
bright side...Spring is only 75 
days away! 

Here's some of the activities 
the group has been involved in 
o t h e r t h a n t h e i r m o n t h l y 
commitments. 

In October, the members 
p l a y e d f o r t h e C h i l d 
Development Center's annual 
Community Christmas Dinner. 

November 6th our long time 
member, Ed Cassie, celebrated 
his 93 Birthday!  Ed still comes 
out to our practices on Thursdays 
and plays at our monthly 
c o m m i t m e n t s a n d e v e n t s . 

Congratulations Ed! 
We h a d a t r a d i t i o n a l 

Christmas dinner at the Royal 
Canadian Legion on Dec. 9th. It 
was catered by legion volunteers 
and as usual the food was great! 

We haven't held our election 
of officers yet ( Jan) but will be 
before the end of the month. 

U n t i l t h e n e x t 
newsletter....take care. 

   Submitted by 
Pat Gunderson 

!  
Happy New Year, Fiddlers. 

With the holidays over we are 
back into the swing of weekly 
dances and seniors’ home 
playouts. But we felt that a 
s p e c i a l t r i b u t e w a s m o r e 
important that a usual business 
report so…… 

George Gudbranson is 
an old time fiddler and member 
of the Coombs branch 11. 

George was born in a little 
town in Norway on the 10th of 
Feb 1918.  He came to Canada as 
a toddler around two years old 
and with his family settled in 
Spalding, Saskatchewan. 

His f i r s t f idd le was a 
Christmas surprise from his 
father when George was 8 years 
old.  His father made it himself 
from a White Owl cigar box.  It 
was not long before tunes were 
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being played on this instrument 
throughout the house. 

Ruby, George’s long time 
soul mate was a fellow 
classmate of his throughout 
his school years.  As adults 
and being musicians they 
played at a lot of barn dances.  
At one particular barn dance 
another fellow asked Ruby to 
go out behind the barn for a 
drink and she said not without 
George.  That was when the 
lightbulb came on and George 
knew Ruby was the girl for 
him.  They got married in 1939.  
Their family grew to three boys 
and one daughter.  Sadly Ruby 
passed away in 2016, they had 
been married just short of 77 
years.  Ruby was a multi- 
instrumentalist who wrote a waltz 
that she named Ruby’s Waltz. 
This waltz is played by the 
Coombs branch at the beginning 
of every playout.  A very nice 
tribute to one who brought music 
to so many throughout her 
lifetime. 

George spent 5 years in 
Northern Quebec in the late 30’s 
and early 40’s working in the 
gold mines.  As a shaftman he 
would sink, inspect and repair 
mine shafts.  At times he had to 
go underground to a depth of 
3670 feet which is more than a 
kilometer below the surface.  

George served as a service 
policeman in the Airforce during 
the Second World War from 1943 
to 1946. After an honourable 
discharge he and Ruby started 
raising their family in Ucluelet.  
During their 30 year stay, George 

ran a garage, fuel oil business and 

w a s a c o u n c i l l o r f o r t h e 
community.  He and Ruby also 
had their own band In the 50’s 
and 60’s and played for many 
dances in the area. 

George just recently moved 
to Cokely Manor which is an 
a s s i s t e d l i v i n g a p a r t m e n t 
complex.  Fiddlers still meet with 
him every Monday morning to 
chat and play a few tunes.  
George has a very good sense of 
humour and of course a few 
Norwegian jokes are thrown 
around.  He told us once that he 
had won a fiddling trophy in a 
competition and said he had 
come third.  Then later he said he 
forgot to mention that there were 
only three contestants in that age 
category.  We all had a good 
chuckle.  

He is still very active in the 
c o m m u n i t y p e r f o r m i n g 
approximately 60 times a year at 
the senior centres in Qualicum 
Beach, Parksville and Nanaimo.  
G e o r g e b e l i e v e s t h e s e 
performances are very important 
to the seniors living in the lodges.  
We have seen people in their 

ninety’s dancing the jigs with 
their walkers and others 
tapping their toes.  This year 
he also performed at the 
Coombs Bluegrass Festival 
and Fall Fair.  George is a 
p r o u d i n d i v i d u a l w h o 
sometimes walks tall and 
straight with his cane instead 
of using his walker when 
e n t e r i n g r e s i d e n c e s t o 
perform.  Bringing music to 
people is what keeps George 
fiddling on. 
At one of the seniors centres 

George had the opportunity to 
play with a young fiddler named 
Casey who is 12 years old.  They 
both played a few tunes for 
Casey’s grandparents who lived 
there.  George was delighted, and 
it was great to hear and see these 
two fiddlers with 87 years 
separating them, perform. 

George is a very responsible 
i n d i v i d u a l w h o l a s t y e a r 
voluntarily turned in his Driver’s 
licence.  Although he has lost his 
mobility his very close friend and 
fellow fiddler Nell Bowles 
ensures that he arrives at his 
performances on time.   

In the summer of 2017 
George decided to visit the Port 
Alberni Old Time Fiddlers when 
they were performing outside at 
the Quay.  They welcomed him 
with open arms and lots of hugs 
and kisses.  He was just beaming.  
They found him a fiddle and 
asked him to play a few tunes.  
He played very well that day and 
had a great time.  That day was 
what Old Time Fiddling is all 
about and it remains one of 
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George’s fondest memories. 
George will be reaching one 

of life’s milestones on February 
10th 2018.  

ONE HUNDRED YEARS.  
George on behalf of the 

Coombs Old Time Fiddlers and 
all the people you have fiddled 
with over these many years we 
would like to say thank you and 
Happy 100th Birthday. 

George, THANKS FOR THE 
MUSIC.  

Submitted by Bruce Foden 
ebfoden@gmail.com 

!  
Well It's A new year and I've 

just finished shovelling my 
sidewalk and drive for third time 
today. 

How Canadian can you 
get? Along comes an 
elderly man (any one older 
than me) with his dog on a 
leash. 

I say to him "are you 
taking your dog for walk 
or she taking you " ? That 
is how 2017 seemed to be , 
the year of "fake news and 
“ a l t e r n a t e f a c t s " . 
Anyways we get to talking 
about the good old days 
with 2 TV channels in black and 
white and listening to the "golden 
oldies" on tinny sounding radios 
and mono record players.  We 
would go outdoors and play all 

day and only come home to 
unlocked doors for dinner. He 
finally says to me it seems we 
have "fake music and alt music 
now" , well I can't help but laugh 
at this quip, yes of course we do ! 

I think about those days of 
yore as I do the "Old Time 
Fiddlers" , a living history of 
Canadian music going back 
hundreds of years and still 
chugging along, needing a tuneup 
every now and then. A history of 
good and bad, but as music goes, 
an honest song. A music that 
came from people who would 
gather around the hearth after a 
hard day of work and entertain 
themselves by fiddling, singing, 
dancing and story telling . No one 
was trying to write a top ten hit 
or write a bestselling book or win 
"dancing with the stars", these 
were just songs and stories of 
their everyday life . That is why I 
love the old time music , it is the 
music mostly of the common 

people, their joys and hardships. 
We are half way through our 

Fall and Winter session and as 
the enclosed picture show we 
have finally gotten some younger 
fiddlers, halelujah . We've moved 

our dances to the Brock Shopping 
Centre Seniors Centre in North 
Kamloops and the attendance has 
doubled.  Our playouts at the 
"Retirement Homes" are down 
from what it was, mainly because 
of the competition from other 
music acts trying to play these 
places also. I'm not that worried 
about this situation because of the 
positive feedback we have gotten 
from the residents and staff and 
enquiries about more music in the 
the near future. KOTF 12 has a 
fine troupe of musicians on all 
the instruments used in our 
shows, so I'm expecting a full 
slate of shows in the future. 

Just a tip for musicians before 
I wrap this report up for the 
newsletter. You can play any of 
the fiddle tunes, country and 
swing songs, if you buy a 
" T o m b o M e l o d y M a k e r 
Harmonica" from "Lee Oscar 
Harmonicas" in the Keys of G 
and D - (2/3 of the fiddle songs 

are in these keys), other 
keys are also available, 
they cost about $60-$70 
dollars each and are tuned 
differently (Paddy Richter 
Tuning) These harmonicas 
are high quality and easy 
to play, you might have to 
still bend a few notes, but 
the bends are easy, just 
half step bends . If you use 
t h e r e g u l a r d i a t o n i c 
ha rmonicas you wi l l 

struggle to play these songs 
because you don't have a full 
scale unless you do torturous 
bends and really you don't have 
time to bend like this in fast 
fiddle songs, make life easier on 

KAMLOOPS 
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yourself get a "Tombo Melody 
Maker”. 

Yours truly, Submitted By  Dave Lynn 

!  
 Wishing a Happy 2018 to all 

our fellow members of the 
B.C.O.T. Fiddler, and hope each 
one enjoys a great year. 

I bet you all have noticed that 
we start getting excited about 
Christmas at least by early 
December and with all the things 
that happen during those days, 
you decorate, you shop, you bake 
& lots of clean up, you plan 
parties, visit family and friends 
and then celebrate New Years 
Eve and wake up thinking where 
did the time go and say to 
yourself next year I am not going 
to go through all that trouble 
again this coming Christmas but 
knowing full well you will. 

This past year we left it a 
little late planning our Christmas 
Party for the club, never can tell 
what the weather will be like but 
thought what the heck we will go 
for a Catered Dinner at the Fallen 
Alders, Catering is one business 
you have to have talked to early 
in the summer as just no one in 
Courtenay could come in and 
serve us a meal ( we wanted it 
brought to us and served there as 
we have done in the past), could 
not come up with anyone at any 

price so went and had ourselves a 
good old fashion Pot Luck and 
boy did we have the food and 
goodies, this turned out to be a 
lot of fun and of course lots of 
music and dancing. 

Today we had our Annual 
General Meeting with a good 
turnout of members, one thing I 
noticed was that a lot of them 
were having trouble with their 
arms as seemed they hard time 
raising them when it came to 
offering to put their name 
forward for a position.  Glen 
Hiebert has been the President for 
a few years now and felt it was 
time to move it on out and we 
were lucky that Don Ryan 
stepped forward and said I will 
give it a shot, so we welcome 
him as new President Br. 17.  As 
I write this the minutes have not 
come out so not sure of the rest 
of the Executive but we will be 
updating our page in the Fiddle 
Magazine. 

It seems each time we go to 
write this article we have to 
mention another member of the 
club passing away, this time it is 
Al Engdahl, you will remember 
Al for his Mandolin playing and 
his sweet smile he was a Br 17 
member for quite a few years and 
both he and his wife Jean have 
worked and supported the club by 
doing various jobs that needed to 
be done, we will miss him and 
remember him fondly. 

We got Alexa for Christmas 
and have her all set up to answer 
our questions and to play 
whatever song we want to hear, 
ask her questions (she knows 

everything) and so are having fun 
with this, now it was not that 
very long ago and I bet most of 
you did this, there was a song 
you liked and so to hear it you 
would phone the radio station and 
ask them to play it, they would 
sometimes do this and if you 
were lucky you had a tape 
recorder and you would record & 
listen over & over to your song. 
Things are getting so modern that 
those of us that are over 
50-60-70-80 are just amazed at 
what is going to be coming out 
next.  Lots of new toys for the 
fellows, one of our members has 
a Drone and he can zoom it 
around, on command it comes 
back and takes pictures that we 
can see immediately.  This fellow 
also has a Seqway which he can 
actually ride on, no stopping him, 
fellow name is Charles Kucey 
and he and wife Alice are off on 
another trip down south which is 
why I am writing the article, if 
Charles takes this job back on he 
could write some interesting 
things on the trips they have 
t a k e n a n d s o m e o f t h e 
experiences they have had with 
the Motor Home. 

Glen and I joined the Old 
Time Fiddlers in 1982 when the 
there was a club in Oyama - we 
happened to be visiting his sister 
& brother in law & brother who 
were members and they were 
playing at the hall in Oyama and 
we liked the music and the 
people and as we spend a lot of 
time there joined the club, then 
Glen and Art started the Br 17 
here and so we have been 
involved for a long time. I still 
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have some of the first Fiddle 
News that were put out and you 
see the names of people who 
played in the contests, most 
passed on.  One year we went 
with Fred Denhard and his family 
to all the contests in B.C. which 
was fun - all good memories so in 
closing I hope you all are making 
good memories to look back on, 
enjoy each day and Happy 
Fiddling to all. 

.   Lorraine ˆfor      Charles Kucey 

! 	
Valley	Fun*me	Fiddlers	
It	is	a	bit	foggy	outside	today	

but	s/ll	quite	balmy	so	we	don't	
mind	 tak ing	 walks	 in	 our	
trenchcoats	and	deerstalker	hats,	
glad	 to	 see	 the	 snow	 covering	
the	 local	 ski	 hill	 and	 staying	 out	
of	the	Valley.	 	But	enough	of	this	
weather	 pra@le,	 /me	 for	 the	
Fun/me	 Fiddlers'	 thrice	 annual	
fiddle	report.	

The	 September	 concert	 with	
The	Bills	was	great	and	Fiddlejam	
did	a	short	opening	set	 that	had	
The	 Bills'	 mandolinist	Marc,	 and	
bassist	 Sco@,	 leap	 on	 stage	 to	
join	 us	 for	 the	 closing	 number.		
Very	dynamic	playing	and	we	are	
hoping	to	have	these	guys	as	the	
h e ad l i n e r s	 f o r	 o u r	 Ap r i l	
FiddleFest.	 	 S/ll	 in	 September,	
some	 Fiddlejammers	 played	 for	
the	annual	l'Arche	Pig	Roast	and,	
as	 usual,	 had	 a	 blast	 as	 the	
audience	 loves	 to	 get	 up	 and	
dance	 to	 our	 frene/c	 playing.		
And	the	toasted	tro@er	was	very	

tasty,	too.	
The	 Fall	 Fair	 at	 the	 Merville	

hall	 saw	 a	 few	 players	 busking	
and	 then	 we	 got	 ready	 for	 the	
first	 fall	 Contra	 dance.	 	 Themed	
for	Hallowe'en,	naturally.	

One	 of	 our	 "senior"	 fiddlers	
(Cra ig ) ,	 h ighta i led	 i t	 into	
Vancouver	 so	 that	 he	 could	 take	
in	 The	 Fretless	 at	 The	 Van	 East	
Cultural	 Centre.	 	 He	 reported	
back	 that	 the	 foursome,	 with	
new	 fiddler	 Ben	 Plotnick,	 are	 as	
hot	 as	 ever	 and	 are	 keeping	 the	
fiddling	tradi/ons	alive.	

November	 had	 the	 fiddlers	
playing	 for	 the	 residents	 at	 a	
re/rement	 centre	 and	 the	 next	
day,	 playing	 for	 the	 children	 at	
the	annual	Telethon.		We	play	for	
all	 ages.	 	 Then,	 the	 November	
Contra	 dance	 filled	 the	 hall	 to	
capacity	 and,	 by	 10pm,	 the	
dancers	s/ll	wanted	more.		What	
are	these	people	drinking?	

Stumbling	 into	 December,	 a	
few	 fiddlers	 rocked	 the	 stage	 as	
the	 opening	 act	 for	 bluegrass	
icon,	 John	 Reischman	 and	 the	
Jaybirds,	 and	 then	 we	 se@led	
down	 for	 a	 resYul	 holiday	
season.	

So	 now	we	 are	 into	 January,	
2018,	have	already	played	at	the	
Casa	 Loma	 Village,	 are	 full	 bore	
into	 the	 Tuesday	 Fiddlejam	
sessions	 and	 are	 gearing	 up	 for	
next	week's	Robbie	Burns	Contra	
dance.	 	 We'll	 be	 parading	 the	
"haggis"	 (meat	 balls),	 playing	
Scotland	 the	 Brave,	 prancing	
about	 on	 stage	 in	 our	 kilts	 and	
playing	 endless	 tunes	 all	 night	
long.		Och,	Laddie! 

Submitted by 
 Craig Freeman 

!  

After a time of unrelenting 
heat, moving into unrelenting 
rain, things have now settled into 
something in the middle. a bit of 
this and that.  Our September 
sessions started with us attending 
the Coombs Jamboree, having 
been invited to play a 20 minute 
set.  As usual there were some 
very enjoyable musical moments 
to either participate in or listen to.  
The featured artists of Quinton 
Etheridge-Pedden, Deni and 
F a l l o n J o h n s o n , a n d t h e 
Oceanside Jammers, provided 
great music for everyone to 
enjoy. 

We have been playing at both 
Westhaven Extended Care and 
the Hospital Atrium, on a more 
regular basis, generally once a 
month, on a Friday afternoon. We 
all look forward to this venue, 
especially in the hospital atrium, 
with its great acoustics and lots 
of audience interaction.  The 
music does relieve the tedium for 
many people, of having to wait 
around for some reason or other.  

Once again there was the 
October Dance to play for the 
Sunshine Club, a regular request 
on their part.  The next one will 
be in early January.  November 
was a busy month for us.  Celtic 
Chaos, from Qualicum, asked us 
to play a small set at the 
beginning of the second half, 
during the fund raiser they were 
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doing for the Port Alberni Rollin 
Art Centre.  This was held at the 
Capitol Theatre and had a very 
good turnout.  A good number of 
our players were able to attend.  
We also took part in the Grand 
Finale with everyone wending 
their way up the aisle to the 
lobby.  Lots of fun.  The AV Craft 
Fair was our second weekend 
venue for this month.  The third 
extra venue was that of playing 
for the Metis Association dinner 
and AGM.  This gave us a reason 
to refresh many of the Andy 
Dejarlis tunes.  An enjoyable 
evening. 

We held our year end dinner 
on November 29, at the Barclay 
Hotel.  It was a  great evening of 
food and fellowship.  It is always 
interesting to hear the various 
musical talents that crop up 
during the circle jam when 
everyone, musically, can do what 
they want. 

In November we were also 
pleased to welcome a new 
member, Trish Koning.  Trish 
plays guitar and bodhran and we 
are very happy to have her join 
our club. 

We had arranged a couple of 
teaching sessions before the 
Christmas break and hope to 
continue doing this on occasion.  
We are feeling a need for some 
new pieces.  On the afternoon of 
December 29, we played for the 
New Years Eve parties for Fir 
Park and Echo Village.  Both 
places made us most welcome 
and they are venues we all enjoy 
doing.  They have  already 
booked us for next year. 

Now we are madly 
refreshing our bows and 
fingers to play for the 
Sunshine Club Dance on 
January 12th,  practicing 
those tunes we don’t play as 
often as some.  Also, some 
people are learning new 
tunes for competition day, 
the last Monday in January.  
Otherwise it is back into the 
usual mode of regular 
playouts.  

We wish everyone a 
healthy, happy New Year, 
full of music, and good 
fellowship. 

Submitted by    Gail Ross 
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2017	PROVINCIAL		TROPHY	
WINNERS		QUESNEL	BC	

CHAMPIONSHIP	CLASS-	
1st		MICHAEL	BURNYEAT-	Vancouver	
2nd		ANITA	MAMELA-	Quesnel	

OPEN	CLASS-	
1st	HUNTER	GROSSE	PEAREN-	
Quesnel	
2nd		LORAINE	MARSHALL-	Quesnel	
3rd	BARRY	NAKAHARA	
4TH	JANICE	MEYER	

SENIOR	CLASS	 		
1ST		MARSHALL	FEDORAK-	Falkland	
2ND	BETH	BRESSETT-		Prince	George	
3rd		ED	MATCHET		Port		Alberni	

INTERMEDIATE-	
1st			EDNA	LANSDOWNE-	Quesnel	
2nd	PAUL	MEDNIS		Quesnel	

YOUTH-		
no	entry	

JUNIOR-		
1st	LUCIA	JOHNSTON-	Williams	Lake	
2nd	ARYANNA	LANGAN		Quesnel	
3rd		SAPHYRA	LANGAN		Quesnel	

LITTLE	JUNIOR-	
1st		SCARLET	JOHNSTON-	Williams	
Lake	

NOVICE	
1ST		CHRISTOPHER	HENDERSON	

PEOPLES’	CHOICE		
HUNTER	GROSSE	PEAREN-	Quesnel	

	
Congratulations Gord!! 
Gov.	Gen.	Julie	
Payette	made	the	
announcement	Friday	
with	125	new	
appointments	to	the	
Order	of	Canada	-	in	
its	50th	year.	
Well	known	Nova	
Scotia	fiddler	
Gordon	Stobbe	of	Seaf
orth	recognized	for	his	
commitment	to	the	
preservation	of	fiddle	
music	as	a	performer,	
composer	and	teacher.
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MYVIOLINSHOP
HAPPY, HEALTHY & PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

For advanced player, Dunov violin that has lush, gorgeous sound.  Set up with Obligato 
strings, Wittner Fine tune pegs(no more stuck or slipping pegs), Harp style tailpiece which 
enhances the sound.  Total price:  $1,500.00.

For advanced player going professional, the Heffler German violin is exceptional.  
Teachers & adjudicators have commented on the sound.  Very rich, responsive, powerful.  
Comes with Evah Pirazi strings, Wittner Finetune tailpiece, Harp style tailpiece.  Have had this 
instrument compared to violins costing $4,000.00.  A pleasure to play.  Total price:  $2,100.00.

\
THE BEST SHOULDER REST:  Pirastro Korerrest — have not had another shoulder rest 

that has received so many compliments.  Adjustable , lightweight, and comfortable.

Professional bow rehairs:  Only $40.00. I rehair within 1 day of receiving & mail out nest 
day.  Violin problems?  Call me as many can be helped by suggestions over the phone.  
Anything violin?  I probably have in stock with the quickest service.

QUESTIONS OR HELP? call 604 703-1464, email: daer1@shaw.ca

	

NEWS	FLASH	from	the	
Kamloops	Branch	of	the	British	
Columbia	Old	Time	Fiddlers’	

Association.	
	

AFTER	A	5-YEAR	HIATUS	WE	ARE	
ONCE	AGAIN	GOING	TO	HAVE	AN	

OLD	TIME	FIDDLE	
CONTEST	IN	KAMLOOPS	
on	SEPTEMBER	8,	2018.		
Mark	your	calendar	now!			MORE	
DETAILS	WILL	FOLLOW,	BUT	IF	
YOU	HAVE	ANY	QUESTIONS	

PLEASE	CALL	250-376-2330	OR	E-
MAIL	tell2330@telus.net	

B.C. OLD TIME FIDDLERS’ ASSOCIATION – Kamloops Branch #12 

Proudly Presents - 

KELLI 

TROTTIER 

Canada’s Triple 

Threat :  Fiddle / Voice / Stepdance  
On a BC Tour accompanied by multi-instrumentalist Don Dawson, both 

from Kingston, Ontario 
 

MARCH 13, 2:00 pm 

Hal Rogers Centre (Albert McGowan Park) 

2025 Summit Drive, Kamloops 
Tickets $15 ea. or $10 for Kamloops OTF members 
Children 12 & under accompanied by an adult are free  

FMI & tickets 250 376-2330  

WORKSHOP –  That same evening there will be a Workshop for Old Time 
Musicians 7:00 – 9:00 PM in the lower lounge of Heritage House, 100 Lorne 
Street. Cost will be $ 20.00 per person but Kamloops Branch #12 musicians may 
take part at no charge.  Register early as space is limited – to register or for more 
info, call 250-376-2330. 
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