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They’re known by various names. Sports teams call 
them Booster Clubs, travelling bands call them Roadies. 
Whatever the name, they are exceptionally important to 
their organizations. They contribute enormously to the 
success of every event, game or venture. We see them at 
the arenas, at the festivals, in the parks and concert halls. 
They love their “teams”, whatever they might be and 
they volunteer selflessly at whatever jobs need to be 
done. They sell tickets for admissions and prize draws. 
They make tea and coffee, 
organize kitchens, sweep the 
floors, clean the biffies, empty 
the trash and lock up when 
everyone else has gone home. 
 
Branch #11, the Coombs Old 
Time Fiddlers, has its own 
version of a Booster Club.  As 
we approach the end of our 
2015-16 season of Thursday 
evening and Sunday Tea 
dances it seems appropriate to 
recognize the people who 
make it possible for the 
musicians to carry on playing. 
Individually and collectively 
they are truly the greatest 
supporters we could wish for. Their participation in our 
dances week after week inspires and challenges us to 
keep the music fresh and the set lists varied. 
 
Having arrived in BC only six years ago, this writer 
knows only by reputation many of the former members 
of the club. Of those who were on the scene when I 
joined, the first to come to mind are Alma and Albert 
Bitz who were always the first to arrive and last to leave 
the Rotary House on dance night. They opened up, 
cleaned and closed at evening’s end. Sadly, they are no 
longer able to participate but they remain Honorary 
Members of Branch 11. 
 
The void left by Albert and Alma was filled, for a time, 
by Ed and Margaret Fudge, who came from Port Alberni  

to dance but stayed to help with the cleanup.  Lately that 
mantle has been borne by Honorary Member Gil 
Gilmore. 
 
Gil makes sure that the Hall is shipshape when the 
dancers and musicians have left. But that barely 
scratches the surface of his contribution to an evening’s 
entertainment. Not only does he call some dances but he 
is a raconteur extraordinaire of humorous stories told 

during intermissions. Where 
he gets them from and how he 
remembers them I don’t know, 
but he is a treasure.  A WWII 
veteran, Gil is also a stalwart 
member of the Royal Canadian 
Legion and a volunteer at the 
Qualicum Beach Museum 
where his military background 
contributes to the educational 
mission of the Museum. 
 
Taking care of business, so to 
speak, is the domain of Bonnie 
McDougall. She organizes the 
kitchen and ensures that 
refreshments are ready for the 
dance intermissions. This 

transplant from Winnipeg is the go–to person when 
catering is needed for special events like the September 
Jamboree and Christmas dinners.  Behind every cake 
brought out to celebrate the birthdays of dancers and 
musicians every month or two is the hand of Bonnie 
McDougall. She also keeps a guest book and greets 
people when they arrive at the Hall for the first time to 
dance or just listen to the band. 
 
Pitching in to help in the kitchen and cleanup are several 
folks whose contributions are seldom acknowledged, yet 
we are truly grateful for their efforts. These are people 
who love to dance and show their appreciation for the 
music by helping out.  Charlie and Ann Levesque have 
been stalwarts for many years, as have Betty Halvorson 
and Marilyn Chretien. More recently, Murray Faul has  
 

COOMBS VOLUNTEERS NELL BOWLES,  
BONNIE MCDOUGALL & ANN LEVESQUE 
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been seen with a carpet cleaner after his wife Eileen has 
played the last waltz on the piano.  The Thursday night 
and Sunday afternoon dances are, in a sense, a 
community of volunteers. 
 
A very special thank you goes out to Jean Shaw who has 
been a particularly active and loyal contributor to the 
club since its beginning. It is Jean who made the 
souvenir ribbons for the participating musicians at the 
Jamborees and it was Jean who compiled the Branch’s 
submission to the recent update of the BCOTFA Red 
Book. Her counsel and long experience have always 
been highly valued in the business meetings of the club. 
 
Special events, most notably the annual Jamboree in 
September, require additional resources to be successful. 
Some people who have long-time association with the 
club but don’t take part in the regular programs have, 
none-the-less, been there to help at such times. Working 
on club business and projects behind the scenes have 
been Barb and Ken Ross, Jean McNaughton and Jean 
Shaw, joined more recently by Darlene Haupstein and 
Margaret Elliott. 
 
What is most amazing is the way folks from all over 
Canada have come together in the Oceanside Area and 

are promoting the mission of the Association to foster 
the playing of Old Time Fiddle music. Those of us who 
play are deeply indebted to the dedicated volunteers who 
keep the “show on the road”. 
 
Not to go unacknowledged are the dancers who inspire 
us to give our best at every event. The numbers vary 
with the seasons.  In early September just a handful 
come out to shake off the summertime doldrums. By 
mid-winter the small Rotary House is jumping with 
Oceanside and Port Alberni regulars and the very 
welcome winter visitors from the Prairies.  
 
The Old Time Fiddlers’ dances have been a social event 
in the community for more than thirty years and judging 
by the inquiries we get from new residents and visitors 
they will continue for years to come.  Three cheers and a 
big thank you to the many dancers and volunteer 
supporters from the musicians of Branch 11, the Coombs 
Old Time Fiddlers. 
 
  Submitted by Bruce Foden, Coombs #11 
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Half page - $ 30.00 

Quarter page - $ 20.00 
Business card size $ 15.00 

 

 
 
The British Columbia Old Time 
Fiddlers’ Association publishes the 
B.C. Fiddle News three times a year. 
 
Views, opinions and editorials 
expressed in the B.C. Fiddle News are 
those of the contributing correspondents 
and clubs, and are not necessarily those 
of the B.C. Fiddle News or the British 
Columbia Old Time Fiddlers’ 
Association.  Correspondence, photos, 
etc. will be returned if requested.  
Please include a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope.  Direct all 
correspondence to Florence Tellier as 
noted above. 
 

 
Looking ahead we would like to 
continue with a feature write-up & 
picture in each issue of the B.C. 
Fiddle News and would appreciate 
receiving submissions in line with 
the following schedule: 
 

Oct. 2016 – Kamloops #12 
Feb. 2017 – North Island #17 

 
http://www.bcfiddlers.com 

 
 
 

mailto:tell2330@telus.net
http://www.bcfiddlers.com/
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

   JOHN TRIBE 
 
With the new 

newsletter 
publishing 

schedule, this 
one is the 

summer edition.    
 
There will only be two contests this 
year and they will be in Kelowna in 
June and Quesnel in October.   Of 
course there are many reasons to 
hold fiddle contests, and one of the 
more important is to allow the 
competitors at the Championship 
level to show everyone exactly how 
good they are.  In the past there have 
always been a number of 
competitions for these fiddlers to go 
to, however in recent years the 
desire or capability to travel and 
compete around the province has 
diminished to the point where there 
are only two Branches that have 
been hosting a contest in the last 
couple of years. 
   
In the past we have used a method 
of accumulating “points” towards 
selecting candidates to present to the 
Canadian Grand Masters selection 
committee.  With only two contests 
to contribute to the points selection, 
it has become increasing difficult to 
really ensure that we are 
recommending the best fiddlers to 
the Canadian Grand Masters 
selection committee.  
 
Although there is no intention of 
replacing fiddle contests because 
there are many more benefits than 
just accumulating points for the 
Championship level fiddlers; these 
events provide an opportunity for 
peer development, getting caught up 
with friends & often to get exposed 
to some of Canada’s very best 
fiddlers. 
 
Having said this, the BCOTFA 
executive has been discussing 
another option to add to the contests.  

With today’s technology it is quite 
feasible to have the equivalent of a 
championship level competition via 
Skype.  Such a Skype contest would 
be open to all fiddlers who would 
like to compete at the championship 
level.  If any of those competitors 
should be invited to the Canadian 
Grand Masters, they would need to 
be members of one of our Branches 
to qualify for financial assistance to 
travel.  Although there are a lot of 
details to work out yet, the basic 
idea is that a Skype contest would be 
identical to any of our other contests 
except that it would be done via 
Skype.  Hopefully we would be able 
to at least make the audio available 
to any Branch that would like to 
listen to the competition, perhaps in 
some location central to that Branch.  
Some video may also be available 
but this is something that is still 
being worked on. 
 
We’re going to at least give it a try, 
probably in November but no firm 
date has been set as yet.  All I can 
really say now is “Stay Tuned”! 
 
As a closing note I trust everyone is 
set for a great summer.  Don’t forget 
to try and get to Kelowna on June 
3,4,5, for the concert, contest, 
workshops and the Annual General 
Meeting on June 5, 2016 at the 
Rutland Activity Centre; we really 
need and want your support and 
direction.  And although we’ll have 
another newsletter out before the 
Quesnel contest – try and put that on 
your calendar as well. 

 
Your president, 

John Tribe 
 

 
 

FROM THE EDITOR 
 

FLORENCE TELLIER 
 
Well, it seems that 4 
months isn’t really 
that much longer than 
3 months; but I must 

say I have had lots of information 
being sent to me since the last issue 
came out in February – I do hope I 
haven’t missed anything.  We really 
appreciate our neighbours from 
Alberta advertising with us – it does 
help to offset some of the printing 
costs & it’s always good to know 
what is going on in the next door 
province. 
 
Speaking of Alberta, I’m sure 
everyone is looking forward to the 
Canadian Grand Masters Fiddling 
Competition which will be held in 
Morinville, AB this year from Aug. 
26 to 28. 
 
In honour of the CGM being moved 
to provinces other than Ontario, 
Calvin Vollrath wrote a tune in 2013 
entitled “Masters March West”.  
With the kind permission of Calvin 
& his wife Rhea, I have included the 
sheet music for it in this issue – it 
looks really complicated to me, but 
I’m sure some of you fiddlers out 
there will have fun with it!  
 
 Cheers, 

Florence Tellier 
 

CLUB NEWS 
PRINCE GEORGE 

 
BRANCH #1 
 

Greetings! We have 
been very busy this 
season and have lots of 
news to communicate!  

Branch #1 hosted a 
jamboree!  We had courses offered 
in fiddle, guitar, banjo, dance, and 
song writing.  Instructors were: 
Colin Butchart, Leslie Jean 
MacMillan, Chloe Nakahara, 
Brittany Iwanciwski (four levels of 
fiddling), Jeremy Pahl (banjo), 
Raghu Lokanathan (guitar), & 
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Courtney Campbell (piano).  We 
had a record 57 participants and had 
several generous sponsors! They 
were Altec Power, Britco, Bottle 
Depot, Northern Hardware, Stinger 
Welding, Formula Contracting, 
Edland Enterprises, Prolenc Mfg, B. 
St. Germain, C. Lapp, J. Feyer, J. 
Ryser, P&M Kamp, J. Wilcox, Jim 
Borden, & Doug Borden.  Thanks to 
the 22 members who helped put this 
event together. We had a great 
response to Doug’s Dancing and the 
Orchestra piece titled, “Up to 
Prince”.  Originally, it was thought 
to be a tribute to the late star’s 
passing but it later turned out that 
Colin had written it the previous few 
days before coming up to Prince 
George. The whole group was 
divided up and assigned parts. 
Anyone who ever said that a group 
of banjos playing together would be 
questionable would have been dead 
wrong that day. They started off and 
finished the piece with an ethereal 
and haunting flare. One fiddle 
member described the group piece 
as “Orchastric!” Great job 
participants! The other highlight of 
the night was listening to the 
instructors’ concert and we got to 
see some Alumni show off their new 
moves acquired in Victoria. Best 
delight was to see Chloe Nakamura 
smiling as she played!!  What a treat 
to see all these gifted musicians.  

We also kept busy doing a few 
playouts: Laurier, 1010 Liard, 
Chateau, Rainbow, Simon Fraser, 
Jubilee, Kordyban Cancer Lodge, 
and the Heritage Fair May 13.  
There is much excitement about our 
trip to Hixon to play in the Country 
Bluegrass Festival May 21 – on 
National Fiddling Day! 

Courtney Campbell continues to 
shine as our instructor. Thanks for 
your hard work and effort. Fiddlers 
are reminded that it is $2 per session 
and to sign in at the door and to keep 
your membership relevant.  
 

Happy summer and see you at Gavin 
Lake! 
    David Schulte 
 
 
 

QUESNEL 
 

BRANCH #3 
 
On Saturday we 
held the last of 
our monthly 

dances until we begin again in the 
fall.  Attendance has been falling off 
to the point that we have more 
musicians than dancers.  The good 
news: we have a lot of fiddlers of all 
ages coming out to play and enjoy 
the evening.  Support from the 
Prince George club certainly adds to 
the entertainment and is greatly 
appreciated.  It was such a pleasant 
surprise to have Jake Morganthaler 
show up. He was a charter member 
and president of our club in its 
formative years. Hopefully we will 
see more of him now that he has 
moved back to Quesnel. 
 
The fiddlers entertained for the 
Quesnel Foundation Awards night 
and played two sets to a packed 
house at Quesnel’s Country Western 
Bluegrass Jamboree.  Weekly 
lessons with Anita continue as well 
as the informal jams at Jean 
Moorcraft’s. 
 
The BC Fiddle ‘Treat at Gavin Lake 
is filling up.  I guess the word has 
gone out that we have to limit 
registrations.  There’s still some 
room at time of writing.  Adding to 
the familiar names on the instructors 
list of fiddlers are Brittany 
Iwanciwski and Nellie Quinn.  Both 
are former students at Gavin Lake.  
Courtney Campbell will be doing 
piano (perhaps teaming with Daniel) 
and Gordon Sadler is teaching 
banjo.  
 
Our long time hardworking member,  

Rose Gaetz, pictured below, was 
chosen over seven other deserving 
candidates to be Quesnel’s Citizen 
of the Year.  It’s a great honor and 
we’re proud of her contributions to 
the community at large.  The fiddle 
club was just a small part of her 
many activities, but for us, she was a 
valuable member who served as 
treasurer and looked after 
decorations, food, hostess, found 
time to dance, and worked so hard 
on the BC Fiddle ‘Treat committee 
for many years.  

 
ROSE GAETZ 

 
The Provincial Intermediate Trophy 
donated by the Quesnel branch 
should be available at the Kelowna 
contest.  Pictured with the trophy is 
Janice Meyer, winner in that 
category at our contest in 2015. 

 
JANICE MEYER 

 
 Until next time, Jean Gelinas 
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CENTRAL 
FRASER VALLEY 

BRANCH #4 
BRANCH #4 

 
This winter has 
been good to most 
of us.  Not too 

cold and no snow in the lower 
mainland.   Christmas passed 
quickly and then on to other things 
such as practices, playouts and 
dances.  One of the new genres that 
we had the opportunity of playing 
for is a contra style barn dance in 
Chilliwack.  It was amazing to see 
how many young people enjoyed 
this different style of dance.  Whole 
families including the little ones 
took part in this fun activity.  Ken 
was our very competent caller and 
kept everyone moving to our music. 
We hope this event will continue in 
the fall.  We continue to take our 
turn playing for dances at the 
Aldergrove Senior Center.  One 
Saturday, my husband and I 
attended one of the dances to see 
what it was like on the other side of 
the stage.  Boy, did we have fun!  
Now we know what draws these 
active seniors week after week.  We 
all so enjoy playing at the dances. 
 
Early in spring we started a 
membership drive headed by Dale 
McGregor and were rewarded with 
eight new members.  Thank you 
Dale and Sid & Frieda for 
introducing them to us.  We want to 
welcome Cindy Andrews, Roddy 
Larush, Curt Smercher (Fiddlers),  
Mary Ann Madore, Lorraine 
Dickson, Eddy Selinger (Guitar), 
Jane Brisco on Mandolin and Albert 
Barra, Guitar, Mandolin, and Bass 
Guitar.  We look forward to a long 
friendship with these talented 
people.  We also now have 11 youth 
musicians who study under our very 
talented teacher, Jo Blaak.  We will 
enjoy having them join in with the 
older members regularly and on 
occasion to perform for short 

sessions at our dances and playouts.  
Everyone loves to watch and hear 
these youngsters.  It is encouraging 
to know that fiddle music is still 
strong. 
 
One of the events that we all look 
forward to is our workshops.  This 
year, we’ve had the privilege of 
being tutored by Mark Sullivan.  He 
always excites us into learning new 
ways to showcase our tunes to 
provide more enjoyment for our 
audiences both listeners and dancers. 
 
Please be sure to check out the 
interesting story about a music lover 
and dedicated dancer on our 
website, 
www.centralfraservalleyfiddlers.co
m/feature story and check the site 
regularly for more feature stories.  
Thank you webmaster Erik! 
 
We want to congratulate Diane and 
Ed Ryz on their 54th wedding 
anniversary this month.  Also Happy 
Birthday to Daffy and Jo Blaak in 
February, Elaine in April and Sid & 
Erik in May. 
 
Lastly, we want to thank Gladys 
Andreas, John Tribe and others who 
did such a great job on our Red 
Book. This book will be a reminder 
of these wonderful people and the 
beautiful music for years to come.   
 
Have a great summer everyone. 
 

Rosalie Eeg 
 
 
 
 

SURREY 
BRCH #5 

BRANCH #5 
Every day that goes 
by, brings us a little 
closer to summer, 
with warm weather 
and clear skies, that 

we hope will arrive soon, so we can 
all enjoy a wonderful summer. 

Our monthly dances at Clayton Hall 
continue to bring a fairly good 
attendance each month and we are 
thankful that our dancers continue to 
support us by driving out from 
various locations to attend our 
dances.  
 
Our Surrey Branch will be hosting 
our annual potluck picnic and fiddle 
jam on Sunday, July 31, from 3:00 
pm to 7:00 pm.  Just bring your 
choice of potluck food, a lawn chair, 
your musical instruments and join 
us.  Location of our potluck picnic: 
Clayton Hall (18513 - 70 Ave.)  ½ 
block north of Fraser Hwy. on 70th 
Ave. 
 
As of June 30, a seniors’, day time 
dance, held every Monday, featuring 
live old time fiddle music, will no 
longer be hosting dances for the 
seniors. The dances at Sunnyside 
Hall in Surrey, have been going on 
for more than 10 years & it is very 
unfortunate that this has come to an 
end. 
 
We will welcome their dancers to 
attend our dances, if they choose to, 
as they dance to the same pattern 
dances and similar music as our 
band plays. 
 
Some of our players will also be 
attending a bluegrass concert on 
May 11, in Vancouver, featuring 
Michael Cleveland and 
Flamekeeper. I hear that they are 
one of the best bluegrass bands in 
North America, winning many 
awards. 
 
“Wishing all of the fiddle clubs a 
wonderful summer season.” 
 
Surrey Fiddler’s Dances – First 
Thursday of the month, Clayton Hall 
-  7:30 pm to 10:00 pm .  
 

Submitted by, 
   Evan Sanyshyn 
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KELOWNA 
 

BRANCH #7 
 
This past April, 
we enjoyed all 
time high 

temperatures breaking the old record 
by 2.5 degrees C.  As a result the 
lower mainland was harvesting their 
first hay crop in mid-month.  
Gardens were planted about 3 to 4 
weeks early, so it was a great spring 
for us old farmers.  The down side is 
that the hot dry season has caused a 
lot of major forest fires.  Fort 
McMurray especially has taken an 
extremely heavy hit as we all know.  
Many Okanagan residents work up 
there and some bought homes and 
moved lock, stock & barrel.  Today, 
May 12th, we received a great 
downpour of rain at a good time.  
We hope a good portion of it lands 
up north to help the many fire 
fighters get the upper hand.  Our 
sincere sympathy to all those 
affected. 
 
Reminder of Kelowna Branch #7 
“Provincial Championship Contest”, 
June 3 and 4th organized again by 
John & Lynn Tribe and crew.  This 
year we were fortunate to welcome 
Calvin Vollrath, Daniel Lapp and 
Mark Sullivan as our guest artists.  
They need no introduction as they 
are three of the best entertainers in 
the business.  More details later in 
the newsletter. 
 
Our various groups of fiddlers and 
backup entertain about 15 to 20 
times monthly at senior homes and 
other special events.  Our 3rd Friday 
monthly Club dance at the Rutland 
Seniors Hall is always a crowd 
pleaser.  This year we won’t be 
riding our float in the May Day 
parade as previous years.  Our 
organizer, workaholic, Bill Bryson, 
has enough to do otherwise.  All of 
our older members are getting a 
little long in the tooth and have to 
back track a little.   

Some special events were as 
follows: 
Feb. - Prime Time Winfield – leader 
Wayne Angman. 
Save on Foods – Led by Vic 
Ukrainetz – promoting their new 
Liquor sales. 
Legion Fish Fry – Led by Vic 
Ukrainetz 
In March, Gordon Stobbe & JJ Guy 
in town with their usual fine show. 
In April – the French Cultural Group 
– led by Vic Ukrainetz  - big crowd, 
lots of tasty French food. 
May 1st – Alzheimer’s  outdoor walk  
in Mission Creek Park – led by 
Wayne Angman.  Christy Clarke 
and local MLA’S attended and it 
was announced that the Gov’t will 
be giving funding for Alzheimers.   
May 16th – Prime Time in Winfield 
– led by Wayne Angman. 
Don’t forget National Fiddling Day 
May 21st. 
 
Our new President, Irene McAvena 
is settling in and enjoying it.  Two of 
our snow birds Ruth Buchanan and 
Bob Davies are home and back in 
action.  Some of our older members, 
Gordon Jenson and Lillian Ell are 
dealing with health issues, so we 
haven’t seen them for a while.  Don 
Tymchen lost his wife, Lois, after a 
long illness.  Our condolences go 
out to Don and his family. 
 
The welcome mat is out to all our 
old and new friends for this year’s 
“Provincial Championships” get 
together.  Our three guest artists will 
be holding workshops on Sunday 
morning at the Rutland Sr. Centre.  
The Provincial Executive will hold 
their Annual meeting on Sunday as 
well.  Looking forward to seeing 
you and have a safe trip. 
   Russ 
     
PS.  A smile costs nothing but gives 
much.  It enriches those who receive 
without making poorer those who 
give. 
   
 
 

MERRITT 
 

BRANCH #8 
 
Merritt Old Time 
Fiddlers held their 
annual general 
meeting on April 

24, 2016. Elections were held and 
the following were elected: 
 
  President:  Dave Marriott 
  Vice President:  Wayne Marriott 
  Secretary:  Donna Chorney 
  Treasurer:  Delphine Lawrence 
  Directors - 1 year:  Jean-Guy 
Dupuis, Hiller Linde & Linda 
Monkman 
  Directors - 2 years:   Mary Dickie, 
Norbert Grenier & Vi Norman 
  Publicity:  Delphine Lawrence 
 
We held a pizza party at the Legion 
in April and it was well attended.  
Randy and Herb accompanied by 
Dixie, Stan and Mel from Kamloops 
supplied the music. 
 
Our week long campout at Harmon 
Lake Elks campsite is planned for 
May 17 - 23.  Several rigs from 
Central Fraser Valley plan to attend 
and we enjoy the music they 
supply.  A crib tournament, 
horseshoes, pot luck and auction 
will be held.  All members and 
friends welcome to attend. 
 
We are giving another bursary to a 
high school student interested in 
music.  Our recipient chosen last 
year did not apply for hers, but has 
another year to do so. 
 
Get well wishes go out  to Donna 
Chorney and Dave Marriott. 
 
Wishing everyone a safe and 
enjoyable summer.  Take care when 
travelling. 
 

Submitted by, 
    Delphine Lawrence 
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KOOTENAY 
 

BRBRANCH #9 
 
A big Kootenay 
Hello to all fellow 
BC Fiddle 

Branches. We sure are enjoying an 
amazingly warm and early spring 
this year! 
 
Many of us participated in and 
thoroughly enjoyed an afternoon 
fiddle workshop put on by Gordon 
Stobbe and JJ Guy. Gord and JJ 
were travelling through our area and 
were good enough to present an 
afternoon workshop in Rossland and 
then held an evening performance 
for the community. As always, these 
guys were thoroughly entertaining 
and we never cease to be amazed by 
their fiddling. Thank you to Richie 
Mann for organizing the day and for 
hosting Gord and JJ.  
 
I encourage you to go on YouTube 
and check out “Twin Fiddles with 
Gordon Stobbe and JJ 
Guy…Huevos Liardos”…and you 
will get a good idea as to the 
comedic and entertaining evening 
we were so lucky to enjoy! 
 
Our chapter received an invitation to 
join in a weekend fiddle workshop 
to be held in Creston in the middle 
of May.  One of the instructors will 
be Mark Sullivan, and that is in 
itself a great pull. A few of our 
members will be attending and thank 
you to the Creston fiddlers for 
thinking of us! 
 
Since January, we have welcomed 
nine new members! One of these 
new members is a returning guy 
who had taken a few years break. 
We are happy to welcome back Bob 
Irwin, who happens to be a very 
seasoned banjo player.  A big part of 
this jump in membership is largely 
due to a recently organized OTF 
fiddle practice on Monday nights, 

spearheaded by Debra. We are 
working hard to get our tunes nailed 
and performance ready…and that 
first performance will be in June at 
the Aboriginal Days celebration in 
Trail. Thank you to the Rossland 
Golden City Fiddlers, headed by 
Richie Mann, for always supporting 
the Old Time Fiddlers. We will be 
playing with them at this event. 
 
Congratulations to our dear Joan 
Marks, keyboard player, with over 
30 years membership.  She was 
presented with a Certificate of 
Lifetime Membership. Joan 
continues to be a very active and 
invaluable BCOTF member.  Way 
to go, Joan! 
 
The 15th Anniversary of our Fiddle 
Camp is happening in Castlegar at 
Selkirk College on July 11-15. We 
are busy with the preparations and 
really look forward to reconnecting 
with the many familiar faces and 
friends who have regularly attended 
this camp. This 5-day camp 
promises to be another year of 
offerings that will meet a wide range 
of interest and skill levels—a little 
something for everyone and a whole 
lot of fun and great memories. 
Whether you are at an absolute 
beginner or advanced level, 
everyone is welcome. This is an 
immersion in fiddle music to learn 
and improve techniques, styles, and 
expand your repertoire in a small 
camp environment. By learning to 
memorize tunes on-the-fly without 
music notation, students learn the 
traditional aural style of sharing and 
learning fiddle tunes. The piano and 
guitar workshops focus on playing 
backup to the fiddles and help you 
become a more polished and 
confident musician.  
 
The registration brochure, instructor 
bios and accommodation 
information can be found on our 
BCOTF #9 website at 
http://kootenayfiddlers.com 
 

So here’s my joke and I dedicate it 
to our renewed member, banjo 
player, Bob…. 
 
 What do you call a pretty 
girl on a banjo player’s arm? 
 a.  A tattoo 
 
And we can’t leave out banjo player, 
Dennis…. 
 
 What’s the definition of a 
gentleman? 
 a.  Someone who can play 
the banjo…but doesn’t! 
 
Have a really hot and musically 
filled summer, everyone! 
 

Submitted by, 
Kathy Markin 

 
 

WILLIAMS LAKE 
 

BRANCH #10 
  
I don’t know how 
many other 
regions in B.C. 
have experienced 

the unusually warm weather this 
Winter and Spring.  Having said that 
I hope we get enough rain to help 
with our dry conditions before 
summer arrives.  
  
Our little group is still getting out 
there and doing their monthly 
commitments……Royal Canadian 
Legion Seniors Luncheon, Deni 
House and The Seniors Village.  
  
In December we provided music for 
the CDC community Christmas 
Dinner.  It was a free dinner 
provided for anyone in the 
community. 
 
We supported the Cariboo Festival 
Society in the form of an Ensemble 
Bursary.  Hal Giles represented the 
club in presenting the award at the 
Honors Concert. 
 

http://kootenayfiddlers.com/
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Another community event we 
played for was the Salvation Army 
Easter Dinner. 
 
We also provided the entertainment 
for the Williams Lake First Nation 
Elders at the Williams Lake Legion. 
 
Last but not least:  We finally 
produced a souvenir CD of our 
favorite tunes and it turned out 
great! 
  
Up coming events: 
We have been asked to play at the 
Elks in June for the Royal Purple 
Strawberry Tea on the 8th of June. 
 
The club has decided that this year 
we will be entering a float in the 
Williams Lake Parade. 
 
On July 7th we will be playing at the 
Williams Lake Concert in the Park. 
  
Our Executive has stayed the same 
as last year. 
 
  President:  Joe Le Comte 
  Vice President:  Lorraine Baker 
  Secretary:  Viva Stewart 
  Treasurer:  Lorraine Baker 
  Directors: Ken Emery, Ryder    
Cheyne, Hal Giles, Marj Blair, and 
Pat Gunderson. 
  
I’m sure some of you know or may 
have heard that our “Grande Dame” 
Marj Blair has been recovering from 
a fall in February.  She has been 
moved from the hospital in Williams 
Lake and into Deni House for 
rehabilitation and hopefully it won’t 
be long before she is back in her 
apartment at the Williams Lake 
Seniors Village.  We all wish you a 
speedy recovery Marj! 
 
Birthdays that are coming up....June/ 
Ken Emery, July/ Lorraine Baker. 
  
Have a great summer! 
 
   Pat Gunderson 
 

COOMBS 
 

BRANCH #11 
 
This year, so far 
anyway, has been 
quite active for our 

Branch. Our Thursday evening 
dances have been very well 
attended, up to early May. With 
nicer weather and prairie folk 
returning home there has been a 
drop-off recently. Never-the-less, 
we’ll continue until the first week in 
June and end the season with a Tea 
Dance on Sunday, the fifth. The 
usual schedule of playouts at the 
local Seniors’ care homes will be 
suspended after the June 
commitments; the last one will be at 
Bowen Park in Nanaimo on June 30, 
the fifth Thursday. The new season 
will start on Thursday, September 
15. 
 
We’ve been honoured to play for 
some special events in the 
community.  In February, it was a 
Sadie Hawkins dinner at the 
Qualicum Beach Seniors’ Centre.  In 
April, it was a special event 
recognizing volunteers with the SOS 
charitable services organization in 
Parksville & Qualicum Beach. Just 
last Friday some of the band 
members played for a group of 
seniors on their annual fishing trip 
and picnic at a park in Coombs. A 
small contingent of our members 
was able to attend the Branch #17 
Jamboree in Royston. The timing 
was unfortunate as many members 
were wrapped up in health and/or 
family concerns this year. 
 
Coming up on the summer schedule 
are repeat requests to play at the Art-
In-The-Garden Festival in Nanoose 
Bay (I think of it as “Sittin’ On The 
Dock Of The Bay” because the stage 
is a dock on a duck pond), then the 
annual Coombs Bluegrass Festival 
followed by the Coombs 
Agricultural Fair. A few members 
are forming a Gospel band to play 

on the Sunday morning of the 
Bluegrass Festival. 
 
Fiddlers are reminded to mark 
September 17 on their 2016 
calendars for the annual Coombs 
Fiddle Jamboree. The stage will 
open at 11:00 a.m. with performer 
registrations starting at 10:00. There 
will be featured performances by 
Sarah Tradewell, Quinton 
Etheridge-Pedden and the youth 
group “Fiddelium”. The evening 
will be devoted to an all-comers’ 
circle jam with everyone welcome to 
sit in. Attendees intending to camp 
should take note that a barrel racing 
event will be happening in the 
outdoor Arena next to the main Hall 
on the Rodeo Grounds so expect 
some competition for campsites. At 
the time of this writing, 
arrangements for food service on the 
site are not finalized. 
 
A critical issue that we must address 
seriously is the loss of musicians 
due to aging and illnesses. This is 
surely not unique to our Branch.  Six 
years ago our dance band regularly 
numbered about twenty players; 
recently ten or fewer has been the 
norm. We would welcome any 
advice that other branches might be 
able to provide towards dealing with 
this demographic challenge. 
 
That’s it for Coombs, Branch 11, for 
this early part of 2016. 
 

Submitted by Bruce Foden 
ebfoden@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
Problems are only 

opportunities with thorns on 
them. 

Hugh Miller 
 

 

mailto:ebfoden@gmail.com
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KAMLOOPS 
 

BRANCH #12  
 
We've had a good 
spring so far, with 
our usual playouts 

and dances.  In March we had a very 
successful concert with Gordon 
Stobbe and JJ Guy. 
 
We've also played out in the 
community several times and been 
well received at the Sagebrush 
Theatre for the White Buffalo 
Benefit and also at the Walhachin 
Music and Arts festival fundraiser 
for their hall. 
 
Our next event is our Jamboree 
Campout, June 17-19 in Knutsford, 
at the Grandview Lodge. Lots of 
room for camping & lots of time for 
jamming, playing crib, etc.   We 
invite everyone to join us for the 
fun.  If you need more info, contact 
Florence at 250-376-2330.  That's 
the good news. 
 
Now for the bad news, we still don't 
have any young fiddlers, in spite of 
a successful workshop in February 
with KISSM, with over 40 fiddlers 
attending, and quite a number of 
young fiddlers.  I think we have to 
rethink taking off the summer and 
just keep fiddling along with 
whoever is available. After all, 
young fiddlers are probably more 
available for workshops and jams, 
since they are out of school.  It may 
not be a good idea to disappear 
completely for 3 1/2 months, until 
September.  I'd be interested in the 
views of other clubs and our own 
membership on this matter.  
    
On another matter, the musicians 
have been requested to play more 
pattern dances.  We plan to have 
tunes ready for those who request 
these types of songs; after all the 
dancers are an important part of the 
Kamloops Old Time Fiddlers and 
we will be happy to oblige.  

Congratulations to our “Sweet 
Adeline” Desjardin who is 
celebrating her 99th birthday.  We 
are looking forward to celebrating 
the really big one with her next year.   

 
 
In closing, I have to say we have 
such a great bunch of people in our 
club, let's do whatever it takes to 
make sure it's around for many years 
to come. 
  Yours truly, 
   Dave Lynn 
 
 
 

NORTH ISLAND 
 

BRANCH #17 
 

Well another 
year has gone by 
and a “new 
executive has-

been elected”.  
 
Branch #17 Old time Fiddlers have 
elected a new executive for this 
year. So we are good for another 
year.....always a challenge to have 
enough individuals to accept the 
challenge of being on the executive. 
New participants will be required for 
next year, so we hope for additional 
member involvement. 
 
The eighth annual Jamboree was 
very successful and featured Ed 
Peekeekoot, he was a great 

entertainer and everyone enjoyed his 
performance.  
 
Also thanks to the many volunteers 
for assisting during the jamboree, 
and the monthly dances, without 
them it would not be possible.   
Volunteers are necessary to the 
success of any club ... Thanks again 
to the many who helped. 
 
Unfortunately there are sad times in 
our group, as we have lost longtime 
members....Art McMartin, Dan Ellis, 
Wat Stanton. They will be greatly 
missed as they were such a great 
part of the fiddler group. 
 
We are still maintaining our routine 
monthly play dates with hospital, 
senior care centers and a monthly 
dance at the Fallen  Alders hall 
every last Sunday of the month.  The 
dances have been well attended and 
enjoyed by all.  
 
The red book has been very 
successful with many of the 
members purchasing one for their 
enjoyment. Thanks to Ed Medford 
for managing the ordering and sales 
of the books. 
 
Branch #17 will have a members 
potluck windup party on June 26 
starting at 1:30.  Non members will 
be welcome with a charge of $5.00 
for the dance portion of the party. 
 
Thanks to all for making this a fun 
time ... Enjoy your summer ... Drive 
carefully...   
 
   Charles Kucey 
 
  
 

COMOX VALLEY 
 

BRANCH #18 
 
Well, I am hustling at the 

last minute (sorry Florence) (Thanks 
for making it on time!  -Editor) to 
get this fiddle report down on paper 

ADELINE DESJARDIN  
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as I had to wait until last night’s 
fiddle concert with Nanaimo based 
Fiddelium was over.  I am glad that I 
waited and am now able to let you 
all know that this is a fast paced, 
excellent group of young musicians 
who have been organized by their 
teachers, Trish and Geoff Horrocks.  
The tunes were fantastic and the 
arrangements, both by Trish and 
Geoff, and by the young players 
themselves, were very innovative.  
Our group, Fiddlejam, played an 
opening set and then had the luxury 
of sitting down and being 
entertained for the rest of the 
evening.  What a show. 
 
Backing up a few months, our first 
Contra dance was held in January 
and we all had a great time with a 
very lively crowd of dancers.  The 
band is getting very tight and we are 
ramping up the tempo of the Contras 
resulting in lots of clapping and 
whooping from the energetic 
dancers. 
 
Fiddlejam sessions began in the new 
year with an alternate Tuesday 
schedule at the United Church in 
Courtenay.  If you hear the fiddle 
music on a Tuesday evening, come 
on in and join us. 
 
February saw the North Island 
Festival of the Performing Arts 
(NIFPA) event and many of our 
players, as well as Fiddlejam, 
entered and earned certificates.  As 
usual, our Branch supplied a bursary 
for a deserving young player. 
 
The Valentine’s Day Contra dance 
was a hoot with hearts and chocolate 
aplenty.  Ms Cannon, our dance 
caller, kept the romantic fires 
blazing as the swooning, sapid 
swingers swirled about the 
hardwood floor, giddy with 
excitement. 
 
March roared into the Big Yellow 
Merville Hall as we hosted fiddler 
April Verch and her band.  When 

April comes to town, you don’t want 
to miss her act.  She sings, she step 
dances and she fiddles.  And lucky 
us, we got to open the show with our 
group.  Then, with only a week to 
rest up, we had our blowout St. 
Patrick’s Day Contra dance with 
green lighting, green clothes and 
green beer.  The hall was so packed 
with revelers that we began to think 
that we would be needing a new 
addition to the hall. 
 
The month of April saw Trent’s 
band, The Fretless, back on the road 
with their West Coast Tour.  
Cleverly, we managed to convince 
them that they should make a little 
detour to the Comox Valley and 
headline our 16th Annual Fiddle 
Fest.  What a time that was.  The 
Friday night concert was a sell out 
and the Saturday workshops were 
very well attended and full of 
excitement.  Saturday night, with 
our band and The Fretless taking 
turns playing for the Contra dance, 
was a wild time and the dancers 
didn’t want to leave.   
 
The ski season at Mount 
Washington was stellar this year but 
as it wound down, our  fiddling 
events  wound up with  a   playout  
at  the  Berwick  Center  in   Comox 
and  then  with  the   Island   Celtic 
Festival, this  year   held   near   us 
in beautiful Black Creek. 
 
Sadly, this month, we saw 102 year 
old fiddler Wat Stanton leave us for 
the fiddle club in the heavens.  Wat 
used to love to come and play with 
us and he was always so pleased to 
listen to the young musicians play.  
We miss Wat.   
 
So now we are looking forward to 
the National Fiddle Day on May 21st 
and to all the exciting play dates that 
we will have this summer. 

 
Cheers, Craig Freeman 

 
 
 
 

ALBERNI VALLEY 
 

BRANCH #19 
 
How times flies and 
with a longer span of 
time between issues 

now, I really need that calendar to 
remind me of what we have done in 
the last four months.  So, what have 
we done.   Well ..... 
 
We have played for two dances for 
the Sunshine Club, one in January 
and one in March, and they both 
were a lot of fun for musicians and 
dancers.   There was a good turn out 
of both groups.  We don’t generally 
play for the March dance as the club 
often alternates with live and 
recorded music, and sometimes 
invites another band to play, but 
apparently they really enjoyed the 
music in January so asked us again. 
 
We held our AGM on March 14, 
and have elected some new 
executives.  Rhonda Holcombe has 
taken on the role of President, 
Gordie McConnell is Vice President, 
and Anna van Dyk is our new 
Treasurer.  Louise Killough has 
retained her position as Secretary.  
Two new directors have been 
elected for a two year term, Roberta 
Joehle and Dennis Craig. 
 
Club members are starting to keep 
closer track of months with five 
Mondays, and instead of the usual 
moans and groans about having to 
learn a new waltz, jig, and reel, they 
are planning well ahead.  Often 
people are now choosing pieces 
from our present play-out list and 
using this as an opportunity to fine 
tune a piece already partially 
known.  It does help to build a more 
solid core of players.  As we age, 
and members are more often away 
for medical reasons, or travels, more 
of us need to be able to lead the 
group on short notice, ready to set 
the pace.   
 



B.C. Fiddle News Summer 2016 Issue    
    
    
    
    

With this thought in mind, our new 
president, Rhonda, has suggested 
holding what she calls a 
“Woodshed”.  The plan is, for 
anyone interested, to meet for one 
hour, and using one or two pieces, of 
the group’s choice, go over a tune 
until everyone is comfortable 
playing it the same way.  One 
person who plays the piece well will 
coach the others through a session.  
Each person would have to be able 
to play the song on their own, with 
correct notes and timing, by the end 
of the session. 
 
Eight people attended the first 
Woodshed session and felt this will 
be a valuable type of workshop. 
With the internet, people can listen 
to too many different versions of a 
song, and though individual 
variations are great for solos, as a 
group it is better to have everyone 
on the same page. 
 
Branch #17 invited us to join them 
at their Jamboree on April 22/23.  
Although fewer of us were able to 
attend, those that did had a great 
time.  We played along with 
members of Branches #17 and #11,  

before the Friday night concert with 
Ed Peekeekoot, which was 
fabulous.  Super guitar work.  Some 
of us camped overnight and then 
attended some workshops Saturday 
morning.  In the afternoon, several 
of our members took part in the 
open mic session and it is always 
interesting to hear the variety of 
music presented, instrumental and 
vocal.  On Saturday night we played 
for a portion of the evening dance 
and that was a good experience for 
us.   
 
April seems to be the designated 
Volunteer Appreciation time and for 
a couple of weeks there were often 
teas to be attended at the various 
Care facilities.  They really do 
appreciate the time given by 
volunteers for music, crafts, drivers 
etc., but with so many teas 
happening in a short time span, we 
had individuals choose which they 
would attend to represent the club. 
 
Starting May 1st, we take a bit of a 
break and no longer do the 
Wednesday play-outs.  We will soon 
start to hold our regular Monday 
practices down at Harbour Quay at 

the bottom of Argyle Street.  
Practice will still be 1:00 to 2:30, 
but this location makes the music 
available for the enjoyment of locals 
and tourists while we keep up our 
playing skills.  We do still accept 
invitations to play at special events, 
such as a memorial service, the June 
Bug Square Dance, the Rollin Art 
Centre Tea on the Terrace,  the 
Lighthouse Bluegrass Festival and 
more. 
 
With this July weather in May, we 
are going to have to adjust our mind-
set to deal with hot and dry.   
 
Travelling with instruments requires 
some thought about how we pack 
them and protect them from extreme 
heat.   
 
As you look ahead to summer camps 
and events, enjoy renewing old 
acquaintances and making new 
ones.  Happy fiddling! 
 
 
  Submitted by, 
   Gail Ross 
 
 

 

 
ONLINE VIOLIN & FIDDLE 

LESSONS 
From the Comfort of Your Home! 

 
Are you interested in learning how to play the violin 
or fiddle?  Access to lessons has never been easier!  
You Can now schedule lessons at your convenience 
& take them from the comfort of your own home!  
Register now for lessons that cater to your learning 

style, whether you schedule a class at your 
convenience, book bi-monthly sessions, or weekly 

sessions. 
 

EMAIL ROXANNA.SABIR@GMAIL.COM FOR 
MORE INFO 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
June 3 – 4 – Calvin Vollrath Concert & Provincial Old Time 

Fiddle Contest – Kelowna, BC – 250-717-8432 
 

June 5 10:00 am BCOTFA AGM – Rutland Activity Centre, 
765 Dodd Road, Kelowna – ALL MEMBERS WELCOME 

 
June 17 – 19 – Kamloops Br. – Jamboree/Campout at 

Grandview Lodge – 250-376-2330 
 

July 11 – 15 – Kootenay Music Camp in Castlegar – 1-888-
953-1133 

 
July 15, 16, & 17 – Grand North American Old Time Fiddle 

Championship, Radway Agricentre – 780-477-5649 
 

July 17 – 21 & July 23 – 27 – Camp Calvin (week 1 & 2) – St. 
Edouard, AB 780-645-1667

mailto:ROXANNA.SABIR@GMAIL.COM
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July 23 – 29 – BC Fiddle ‘Treat at Gavin Lake 250-992-5081 
 

August 26 – Alberta Legends Show & Dance 780-645-1667 
August 27 – Canadian Grand Masters Fiddling Competition, 

Morinville Cultural Centre - 780-645-1667 

 
September 17 – Jamboree at Coombs Rodeo Grounds; 

Featuring Sarah Tradewell & Quinton Etheridge-Pedden & 
Introducing “Fiddelium”.  Call Bruce 250-594-3750 or Roy 

250-752-3636 for more info. 
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Coombs Branch #11 - - 2016 Executive 
From left to right – Ken Ross, Nell Bowles, Roy Bochek, Philippa Parker (President) 

Bob Bloodsworth, Tom Elliott, Miriam Shell, Bob Berge, Bonnie McDougall 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE 
British Columbia Old Time Fiddlers’ Association 
Annual General Meeting & Election of Officers 

Sunday June 5, 2016 – 10:00 AM 
Rutland Activity Centre 

765 Dodd Road, Kelowna, BC 
 
 
 
 

A rare opportunity! 
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OLD-TIME FIDDLE 
JAMBOREE 

AT COOMBS RODEO GROUNDS 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2016 

 

Featuring Performances By: 
 

Sarah Tradewell 
 

Quinton Etheridge-Pedden 
 

Introducing:   Fiddelium 
 

Open Stage at 11:00 a.m. Sign-In at 10:00 
 

All-Comers’ Circle Jam in Evening 
  

 $5.00:  Performers and Under 12's Free 
 

Dry Camping on the Grounds 
 

Hosted by The Coombs Old Time Fiddlers 
Branch 11, B.C. Old Time Fiddlers’ Association 

Supporting the Enjoyment and Playing of Canadian Old Time Music in Our Community 
 

Information:  Bruce (250) 594-3750  
       Roy (250) 752-3636  
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