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Marj Blair was born in Prince George, B.C. on March 
31, 1931 and music has always been a part of her life. 
Her father played piano and her brother Allan played 
accordion, trumpet and several other instruments.  Her 
sister, Willitta, played piano.  Marj received her first 
violin from her teacher, Walter Mozser.  She started 
taking classical violin lessons (Toronto Conservatory of 
Music) from the age of five until she was 14.  Later in 
life she wished that she could have had the opportunity 
to learn by the methods they use today (Suzuki Method). 
 
After living in several places 
in B.C. the family decided to 
move to Lac La Hache.  
Marj found that she couldn't 
continue her schooling when 
they moved from N. 
Vancouver because of the 
differences between school 
curriculum on the coast and 
correspondence lessons in 
the Cariboo.....as well as the 
expense of the 
correspondence courses 
offered. 
 
Life was hard back then and 
the family finances were 
stretched thin.  While in her 
teens Marj started working during the summer and fall 
hunting seasons at the Emerald Lodge and Twilight 
Lodge at Lac La Hache to help ease the family financial 
problem. 
 
While attending a baseball game between the Lac La 
Hache team and Williams Lake, she met her future 
husband, Alan Blair.  Marj and Alan were married in 
1951 in Williams Lake B.C. and were married for 61 
years.  After a short illness Allan died in 2011.  They 
have 4 children, 6 grandchildren and 3 great 
grandchildren.  
 

In 1981 Marj and Phil Deleenheer were approached by 
some of the members of Quesnel Branch #3 of the Old 
Time Fiddlers with the intention of seeing if there was 
enough interest in starting a branch in Williams Lake. 
They made a few phone calls and put an ad in the local 
paper to find out if there was anyone who had an interest 
in forming a OTF branch in Williams Lake.  They knew 
of a few fellow musicians that were occasionally 
meeting to “jam” and invited them to consider forming a 
club.  The rest is history.  Marj has held many positions 

within the club.  She has 
been President, Secretary and 
Newsletter correspondent. 
But most of all she has been 
a dedicated and constant 
supporter of our club.  
 
Over the years Marj has 
entered many Old Time 
Fiddle contests and won her 
share of trophies but the one 
she remembers best is her 
first contest at 100 Mile 
House.  She came in first for 
“Best Lady Fiddler”.  She 
jokingly said it wasn't that 
she had beat out the other 
contestants but that she was 
the only woman that had 

entered! 
 
Marj has on occasion also played in the orchestra of 
several local musical productions such as Oklahoma, 
Fiddler On the Roof and A Road Runs North. 
 
If anyone has had the opportunity to meet this wonderful 
lady you will know that she is truly a “Grand Dame”. 
       
   Submitted by Pat Gunderson. Branch #10 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

MARJ BLAIR - WILLIAMS LAKE  
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B.C. FIDDLE NEWS is provided free-
of-charge to members of the B.C. Old 
Time Fiddlers’ Association through 
individual branch/club representatives.  
Members who wish a copy should 
contact their branch executive or 
newsletter correspondent. 
 
PERSONAL SUBSCRIPTIONS are 
available and will be mailed directly to 
subscribers as follows:  
ONE YEAR (3 ISSUES) $13.00 
For U.S.A. destinations please add 
$2.00 shipping charges. 
Send your cheque or money order with 
mailing details to the following: 
 

B.C. OLD TIME  
FIDDLERS’ ASSOCIATION 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
c/o 416 COLLINGWOOD DRIVE, 

KAMLOOPS, B.C.   
V2B 6B3 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
ALL SUBMISSIONS FOR THE 
NEXT NEWSLETTER (JUNE 2017) 

MUST BE RECEIVED NO  
LATER THAN MAY 15 TH, 2017. 

 
 

It is our policy to edit your 
submissions for spelling, grammar 

& brevity – but only where 
necessary.  It is not our intent to 

change the meaning of your 
correspondence in any way. 

 
 

B.C. FIDDLE NEWS 
c/o Florence Tellier, 

416 Collingwood Drive, 
Kamloops, BC  V2B 6B3 

Phone & Fax:  (250) 376-2330 
E-mail: tell2330@telus.net 

 
B.C. Fiddle News 
Advertising Costs 

 
Full page - $ 60.00 
Half page - $ 30.00 

Quarter page - $ 20.00 
Business card size $ 15.00 

 

 
 
The British Columbia Old Time 
Fiddlers’ Association publishes the 
B.C. Fiddle News three times a year. 
 
Views, opinions and editorials 
expressed in the B.C. Fiddle News are 
those of the contributing correspondents 
and clubs, and are not necessarily those 
of the B.C. Fiddle News or the British 
Columbia Old Time Fiddlers’ 
Association.  Correspondence, photos, 
etc. will be returned if requested.  
Please include a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope.  Direct all 
correspondence to Florence Tellier as 
noted above. 
 

 
Looking ahead we would like to 
continue with a feature write-up 
& picture in each issue of the 
B.C. Fiddle News and would 
appreciate receiving 
submissions in line with the 
following schedule: 
 

June 2016 – Coombs #11 
Oct. 2016 – Kamloops #12 

 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

   JOHN TRIBE 
 
I hope everyone 
had a safe, 
healthy and 
happy holiday 
season.  We 

enjoyed a nice white Christmas with 
a nice thick layer of snow on the 
trees and gardens. 
 
A number of significant projects 
have been completed and with them 
the inevitable relief that 
accomplishment always brings.  The 
Red Book has been printed in both 
hard and soft covers so that people 
have had a choice.  The Branches 
have placed orders and shipments 
have been made and most Branches 

received them by Christmas.  Some 
Branches have opted to pick up their 
copies and saved the cost of 
shipping so I will be keeping a 
reasonable supply of the Red Book 
for some time to come.  Anyone can 
order a copy either by contacting me 
or this newsletter and we’ll make 
sure you get what you want. 
 
There is one other option for the 
book and that is electronic.  It is 
available through the iBook store – 
primarily for reading on your iPad.  
It is in full color and sells for $9.99.  
Search the iBook Store for Red 
Book 2014.  There hasn’t been much 
of a response for the electronic 
version but it will remain available 
from the iTunes Bookstore for the 
foreseeable future. 
 
The Provincial Executive had a 
Skype meeting in late November 
and based on the contests of 2015 
have made the following 
recommendations to the selection 
committee for the Canadian Grand 
Masters.  We have recommended 
that invitations to compete be sent to 
Adam Johnson, Chloe Davidson, 
Deni Johnson, Kai Gronberg and Lia 
Gronberg.  As you know we only 
make recommendations but more 
often than not the selection 
committee follows our 
recommendations.  The Canadian 
Grandmasters will be held in 
Morinville, Alberta on August 26, 
27 & 28, 2016.  This is the furthest 
west that the Grandmasters has ever 
been held and is within easy 
travelling distance (well 911 km) for 
the first time!  If you have never 
been to one of these contests you 
should consider going as the music 
is unforgettable, in fact the whole 
event is as well. 
 
It is no secret that contests are not as 
popular as they once were and are 
commonly being replaced by 
jamborees, camps and other musical 
/ social events.  That certainly is not 
a problem in itself as they are 

 
http://www.bcfiddlers.com 

 
 
 

mailto:tell2330@telus.net
http://www.bcfiddlers.com/
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popular, well attended and just 
generally good fun.  The issue that 
faces the Provincial Executive is that 
it is becoming increasingly difficult 
to identify top level players that 
want to compete and have good 
competition experience to nominate 
for the Canadian Grand Masters.   
We have come up with an idea that 
might allow us to conduct a 
selection process via Skype on the 
internet.  A skeleton of the idea has 
been sent to Calvin Vollrath for his 
input, however due to Calvin’s 
project called “2’nes for 2’sday” he 
has been unable to respond at this 
time.  I’ll let you know how this 
proceeds as it develops. 
 
Kai Gronberg is working on our 
website but has not made the full 
transition as of yet – hopefully it 
will be done soon and the Branches 
will be notified once it has been 
done. 
 
I trust your winter activities are 
keeping you happily busy.  

 
Your president, 

John Tribe 
 

 
FROM THE EDITOR 

 
FLORENCE TELLIER 

 
I’m sorry to say that 
I’m feeling a little 
disgruntled right now 
– having sent out a 

reminder to all the correspondents a 
week in advance of when their 
article was due, I still waited an 
extra 6 days after the deadline for 
some “heel draggers?”, 
“procrastinators?”.  I know that 
sometimes people have a legitimate 
reason & let me know that they will 
be late, & I appreciate that.  I’m not 
sure what the answer is, but waiting 
for the late ones doesn’t make it 
easy to plan my time & get on to the 
next project. 
Now that I’ve vented, I’m thinking 
of National Fiddling Day which was 

passed in the House of Commons 
last Spring.  It will be on the 3rd 
Saturday of May each year and with 
that in mind, I have included in this 
issue the sheet music for “Fiddle 
Bill” written for the occasion by 
Kelli Trottier.  Hope you enjoy 
learning it (that is, if you haven’t 
already!) & somehow celebrating 
May 21st with Canada’s Fiddling 
Day Two Step.  Thanks Kelli! 
 
 Cheers, 

Florence Tellier 
 

CLUB NEWS 
PRINCE GEORGE 

 
BRANCH #1 
 

Greetings from Branch 
#1. There is a 
committee to plan the 
Jamboree and we may 
have Jenny Lester 

coming in.  Plans are in the works to 
get folk group extraordinaire “The 
Sweet Lowdown” in for workshops 
on Jan. 30 as they will be here for 
Coldsnap, Prince George’s Winter 
Music Festival.  Dance on Friday, 
workshops for fiddle and backup 
instruments on Saturday, followed 
by light dinner and instructor 
concert.  Dates are confirmed as 
April 22-23. 
 
The Christmas party/Celebration of 
David Schulte’s birth on December 
17th was lots of fun.  Thanks to those 
who brought treats! 
 
We are having elections!  Up for 
Nomination are President, VP, 
Secretary, Treasurer and three board 
members.  Volunteer positions 
vacant – Food coordinator for 
dances, Play out coordinator, Br#1 
newsletter, coffee at jams.  There are 
many other opportunities, and new 
volunteers are always welcome to 

assist or train with the person 
currently overseeing a certain task.  
 
A group of fiddlers entertained at 
the Metis Louis Riel Luncheon on 
November 15 at the Moose Hall.  
Edna, Roland, Barry, Doug, Alex, 
Beth, Dave Schulte, Marge 
Lachecki, and the Stevens family 
crowded onto the little stage and 
played for their lunch!  Doug 
Borden got a sweet Metis Jacket and 
has resolved to wear it as many 
times as possible in 2016.   
 
Welcome to new member Richard 
Parks. 
 
We had 32 orders for the Red Book 
which Beth Bressette brought back 
from Kelowna.   Red Book – it was 
almost 30 years ago Ada Brown 
collected information for the first 
BC Old Time Fiddlers’ Red Book, 
containing histories and photos of 
members throughout the province.  
The updated “Red Book 2014” is 
now complete and ready for orders.  
It features photos and short write-
ups of most of the musicians or 
long-time volunteers from the 13 
branches throughout the province.  
Cost for B/W coil bound: $20. 
Available also from iTunes in color 
$10.  Please see Beth to order books 
(250) 563-1025 or order through 
iTunes Book Store under Red Book 
2014. 
 
Courtney Campbell has been doing a 
great job of instructing a large group 
of fiddlers in the adjoining room on 
Thursdays.  Students pay $2 each to 
join in the group setting.  Courtney 
has been able to creatively adapt to 
different skill levels by occasionally 
including parts for the tunes she’s 
teaching.  While the group is 
learning a new tune the stage is kept 
hopping for the dancers with a jam 
featuring fiddles, backup 
instruments or songs. 
 
There has been a significant increase 
in available fiddlers for play outs as 
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many of the new fiddlers have been 
signing up at the group lessons for 
playing at seniors’ homes or other 
community events.  
 
Our Club has recently given 
financial support to the Prince 
George Music Festival and CFIS-
FM Radio.  Don’t forget Judy’s 
Fiddlefest program every 
Wednesday evening 6 – 8 at 93.1 
FM 
http://cfisfm.ca/index.php/program-
schedule  
 
Doug has been organizing ‘cake 
nights’ about once per month to 
coincide with Friday Pro-D days (no 
school next morning!), complete 
with a special musician or event – in 
September Courtney gave a fine 
performance, in October we enjoyed 
some fantastic tunes by Gabrielle 
Jacob.  
  
 
  David Schulte 
 
 

QUESNEL 
 

BRANCH #3 
 
2016 has started 
with our 

membership 
enthused and committed to 
continuing our enjoyment of fiddle 
music and dance.  That is in spite of 
a disappointing turn out at our first 
dance of the year.  Regardless, our 
musicians had a great time jamming 
and celebrating Romley’s birthday.  
 
Our AGM was held in December.  
Rosemarie has agreed to be our new 
president and Hans Brinkert will be 
the treasurer.  A big thank you to 
Rose Gaetz who served for many 
years as our treasurer.  She will 
continue as a director, and as usual, 
help in countless other ways. 
 
The BC FIDDLE ‘TREAT dates for 
2016 are July 23 - 29, ending as 
usual on the August long weekend. 

We have been asked to limit 
registration to a total of 200, so if 
you are planning on attending, 
please register early.  Gordon 
Stobbe and JJ Guy are confirmed 
fiddle instructors, and Bev Eggen 
will be doing accordion again.  
Daniel Lapp has agreed to line up 
other instructors and I will update 
the website when they are 
confirmed.  
 
All the best in the 2016. 
 

Until next time, 
   Jean Gelinas 
 
 

CENTRAL 
FRASER VALLEY 

BRANCH #4 
BRANCH #4 

 

I hope everyone 
had a very merry Christmas and a 
wonderful holiday season with their 
family and friends.  All the best with 
good health wishes in the coming 
year to you all. 

CFVF had their last dance on 
November 28 at the Aldergrove 
Seniors Centre.  It was lovely to see 
the dancers enjoying our music. 
December the 5th, we had our annual 
CFVF Christmas party at Jo Blaak's 
clubhouse.  What fun!  We had a 
fabulous potluck Christmas dinner 
with special music, skits and a gift 
exchange game. We took a break for 
the rest of the month of December. 

We resumed on January 6th with a 
general meeting and AGM.  After 
open nominations, we are pleased to 
announce our past executive had 
agreed to stay another year. They 
are:   

President - Vivienne Chin, Vice 
President – Joanne Davenport, 
Secretary – Elaine McLean and 
Treasurer – Rosalie Eeg. The 

meeting was well attended and many 
ideas were discussed on how to 
increase our membership in the 
coming year. We now have a 
promotion committee headed by 
Dale McGregor with Erik Eeg and 
Joanne Davenport as support. There 
are lots of ideas and possibilities in 
the works.  Appointed positions are 
Myrna Wing as Booking director, 
Ed Ryz as Music director and Erik 
Eeg as Webmaster and Rob McLean 
as Club host. 

We began the year by playing for a 
dance at the Aldergrove Senior 
Centre. This was well attended and 
everyone enjoyed the camaraderie 
between the dancers and band.  We 
look forward to future dances with 
them this year.  Our upcoming play 
out agenda is slim at the moment but 
we are confident that the calendar 
will fill quickly.  

We want to wish a very happy 
birthday to Ken Buck, our 
drum/ukelele/harmonica/rhythm 
spoon musician.  The beat goes on! 
Also, special birthday wishes to 
Ting Ting, Ed Ryz, Dale and 
Vivienne, our esteemed president. 

The past year has been a great year 
for all of us. Our enjoyment of our 
music and camaraderie with each 
other adds a lot of pleasure in 
belonging to our great club.   

We want to wish each and every one 
of you all the blessings of a new 
spring and all that it can hold. 
Happy 2016, my friends. 
Remember, music keeps you young! 
 
 

Rosalie Eeg 
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SURREY 
BRCH #5 

BRANCH #5 
 

We are presently 
into a New Year 
and looking 
forward to another 

great year, playing and enjoying 
music together with our band 
members and sharing old time 
music with our dance patrons and 
guests who attend our monthly 
dances. 
 
Our monthly dances at Clayton 
Hall continue to have fairly good 
attendance each month and the 
dancer’s never forget to mention 
how great the music is and 
continue to support us by coming 
out in all kinds of weather.  
 
Our Branch has recently received 
our order of Red books and we 
thank John Tribe and all of the 
BC Fiddle Branch members who 
were involved in assisting with 
this project.  
 
Birthday congratulations go out 
to Julius Cotter, our fiddle and 
harmonica player, who turned 91 
years of age on December 11, 
2015. 
 
Also Birthday congratulations to 
Evan Sanyshyn, who turned 75 
years of age on January 2, 2016. 
 
Our condolences go out to the 
family of Joyce Main, who 
passed away in December, 2015 
at age 94.   Joyce attended our 
dances for many years, with the 
exception of the last four years 
when she was not well enough to 
attend.  She will be missed by all 
us. 
 

Remember, Surrey Fiddler’s Dances 
– 1st  Thurs. of the month, Clayton 
Hall - 7:30 pm to 10:00 pm.  
 

Submitted by, 
  Evan Sanyshyn 
 
 

KELOWNA 
 

BRANCH #7 
 
Last fall our great 
“Indian Summer” 
faded away and 

winter slid down from the 
surrounding snowy mountains.  It 
has been down to -10 and lower for 
part of December.  We have about 
9” of snow here with lots more up 
high, to please our skiers and snow 
boarders.  Even 30% more 
Americans at Big White so far, they 
like our 70 cent (or less) dollar. 
 
Our local group took a break from 
our regular playing dates from 
December 17th to 29th.  Branch #7 
Christmas party was held at the 
Rutland Sr. Centre.  Wayne & 
Pauline Angman sold over 100 
tickets and did a great job of seating 
everybody.  A Christmas sing song 
was led by Mabel Babcock assisted 
on the stage by Beverly Allen, 
Doreen Rail & Karen Omit.  The 
Knights of Columbus catered a fine 
turkey dinner with all the trimmings. 
On December 5th John & Lynn Tribe 
along with Irene McAvena were off 
to Kamloops to help with their 
Christmas party & dance.  I hear it 
was a great party. 
 
January 5th we had our new CD 
release party which was attended by 
40 members and fans.  There were 
lots of goodies to eat and the usual 
jam session after.  The CD was 
dedicated to a former president & 
long time member, Jim Sissler.  Our 
group presented Vic Ukrainetz with 
a well deserved $75.00 gift 
certificate for his hard work 
producing the CD and getting us all 

included.  It was recorded by 
Andrew Smith, the son of members 
Ken & Virginia Smith, at Lake 
Studios.  John Tribe also received a 
$75.00 gift certificate for his 
dedication to his new Red Book; 
both were major projects that we 
can’t thank them enough for.  So far 
about 200 CD’s were sold & about 
150 Red Books sold.  Sorry I missed 
the party but it was the start up night 
for the Accordion Club where we 
usually entertain from 50 – 70 
dancers. 
 
In the New Year we were back to all 
our regular schedule of toe tapping 
music.  Our favorite nurse and fiddle 
player, Linda Read, is back in town 
part time and helps us out when she 
can.  
 
We are all sorry to hear of Art 
McMartin’s passing on December 
27th resulting from a motor bike 
accident on December 24th.  I met 
him the 1st week we arrived in 
Vernon at the big fiddle contest 
there in 1979.  Art owned a music 
store at the time and was a great 
supporter of the BCOTF.   was a 
multi-talented musician and the 
M.C. at the contest from 1979 to 
1983, if my memory is right.  Art 
was a good man and will be missed 
by all of us lucky to have shared 
some of his 89 years.  I spoke to his 
longtime partner, Joyce White, and 
was told that they will hold a 
celebration of life for Art in 
Courtenay on March 26th. 
 
Our AGM was held on January 17th 
at the Rutland Senior Centre Hall.  
Florence allowed us an extra couple 
of days to report as their GM was on 
the same day. 
 
Our Board of Directors are as 
follows: 
  President: - Irene McAvena 
  Vice President:- Vic Ukrainetz 
  Secretary: - Lynn Tribe 
  Treasurer: - Wayne Angman 
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  1 Year Directors are: 
      Mable Babcock 
      Russ Gerrie 
      Winston Wuttuneen 
 
  2 Year Directors: 
      Karen Omit (new member) 
      Ken Ewert 
      Yvonne Wutunee (new member) 
 
Thanks to all the new directors and 
the others who let their name stand 
for election.  A big thanks to all 
former directors and all of our 
regular members that step in where 
required.  Welcome aboard to new 
members Karen Omit, Winston & 
sister Yvonne Wuttunee.  Winston is 
a good singer, entertainer & multi-
talented musician.  Yvonne is a 
talented dancer.  Karen is an up and 
coming fiddler.  Another talented 
dancer in our gang is Keith Baker.  
He often entertains at the senior 
homes with a little jig or a nice old 
time waltz with his wife. 
 
I better mark the calendar 4 months 
down the road for the next addition.  
Hope to see many of you at the June 
Provincial Contest.  For details see 
our ad in this issue. 
   
   Russ 
 
p.s. Another from Mark Twain 
 “To be busy is man’s only 
happiness.” 
  Cheerio, 
   Russ Gerrie 
 
 
 

MERRITT 
 

BRANCH #8 
 
Merritt Old time 
Fiddlers has been 
very quiet the last 
while.  Our 

Christmas dinner was held at Golden 
Chopsticks with 30 members and 
guests attending.  We had  music by 
Randy Chillihitzia, door prizes and 
it was enjoyed by all. 

Our campout at Harmon Lake Elk's 
campsite is May 17 - 23.  We have a 
pot luck on Saturday, auction on 
Sunday, crib tournament, horseshoes 
and more.  Several members from 
Central Valley Fiddlers are planning 
to attend and we enjoy their music.  
Everyone is welcome. 
 
Donna Chorney has spent several 
weeks in hospitals and is now back 
in the Merritt Hospital.  Get well 
wishes go out to both Donna and to 
Dave Marriott. 
 

Submitted by, 
    Delphine Lawrence 
 
 

KOOTENAY 
 

BRBRANCH #9 
 
A big Kootenay 
Happy New Year 
to all fellow BC 

Fiddle Branches.  Our local ski hills 
are happy with Mother Nature this 
year! 
 
We wound up 2015 with a really fun 
Christmas party in early December. 
The venue was at Castlegar Little 
Bear Golf Club. The cozy banquet 
room was so beautifully festive with 
Christmas trees, dozens of 
poinsettias, cranberry red tablecloths 
and fresh green centerpieces. The 
buffet held a traditional turkey 
dinner with all the trimmings and 
was delish. The evening ended with 
a lively jam and we were so happy 
to have invited guests join in the 
jam.  It was just a great evening. 
 
With excitement, our branch is now 
turning our focus on the mid-July 
(July 11-15) Kootenay Fiddle, 
Guitar and Piano week-long 
workshop. This year we are really 
hoping for a ‘bigger and better’ 
camp as this will be our celebratory 
15th Anniversary Year. The camp is 
held at the Selkirk College Castlegar 
campus which lends to an excellent 

and comfortable venue providing a 
main lounge, break-out rooms, lunch 
time cafeteria, on-campus residence, 
and air conditioning! There are also 
camping facilities just minutes 
away. This very popular camp 
continues to provide some of 
Canada’s very best champion 
fiddlers as instructors, headed by 
Master Fiddlers, Gordon Stobbe 
from Nova Scotia and JJ Guy from 
Saskatchewan. As well, renowned 
guitar instructor Ray Bell from 
Manitoba, as well as expert piano 
teachers share their expertise, 
balanced by down-to-earth teaching 
styles, effortless patience and easy 
going sense of humours. We hope 
you and your young fiddlers 
consider joining in the fun and 
fabulous experience. For further 
information please call Selkirk 
College, Community Education 
office at 1.888.953.1133 or contact 
me (Kathy) at 250.399.4546.  
 
We are so excited to have JJ Guy 
and Gordon Stobbe drop into our 
West Kootenay area on Saturday, 
March 12th and plan a daytime 
workshop prior to a fabulous 
fiddling and rockin’ evening 
performance. At this time, details 
have not been nailed, but it is 
proposed to happen in Rossland. So, 
if you can plan to join in this special 
event, please contact me, Kathy, for 
further information at phone 
250.399.4546 and I will be certain to 
get you the details. Thanks to Sandra 
Milosevitch and Ritchie Mann for 
getting this organized. 
 
I highly recommend you take a few 
minutes with your computer and 
check out the YouTube of Natalie 
MacMaster and Family: Live at 
Count Basie Theatre. It will raise 
your spirits! Those little kiddies of 
hers are so darned cute and you can 
see how they are being groomed for 
the “Next Canadian Fiddler 
Champion”. Born with a fiddle in 
their hands! 
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Thanks for connecting with us and I 
leave you with a joke: 
 
 “What do a violin and a 
lawsuit have in common?”  
 Answer: “Everyone is happy 
when the case is closed.”  
 
Have a really cool winter and let’s 
look forward to a beautiful spring, 
everyone! 
 

Submitted by, 
Kathy Markin 

 
 

WILLIAMS LAKE 
 

BRANCH #10 
  
I hope everyone 
had a wonderful 
Christmas and a 
great New Years 

Eve. 
  
Our annual Christmas dinner on 
December 12th was held once again 
at our local Legion.  The meal was 
great and of course the members 
brought their instruments and played 
for the rest of the evening.  I have 
forgotten how many years I have 
been organizing this dinner for but I 
guess I must be doing something 
right because I haven’t been fired 
yet!  (Either that or no one else 
wants the job.) 
  
Things are still pretty quiet for the 
club as far as playing very many 
gigs but we did play for Deni House 
on the afternoon of New Years Eve 
for about 1 1/2 hours.  
  
The club is in the process of making 
a souvenir CD for our club members 
and I am really looking forward to 
finally getting to hear it.  I had a 
look at the list of tunes that they 
were going to record and quite a few 
are some of my favorites. 
  
We are still playing our regular 
monthly commitments...Deni House 

at 1:00 - 2:00 on the 2nd Monday of 
the month, Retirement Concepts, 
2:30 - 3:30 pm also the 2nd Monday 
of the month. The Seniors Legion 
Luncheon at Legion Branch 139 is 
on the last Thursday of the month at 
11:30 to 1:00 pm. 
  
If you are in Williams Lake on a 
Thursday night at 6:30 pm you can 
find us at our weekly practice at our 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 139 
at 385 Barnard.  Please feel free to 
stop by and say hi or join us with 
your instruments. 
  
We are looking forward to seeing 
you there. 
 
   Pat Gunderson 
 
 

COOMBS 
 

BRANCH #11 
 
Happy New Year, 
Fiddlers. With the 
holidays over we 
are back into the 

swing of weekly dances and senior’s 
home playouts.  Once again, the 
influx of seasonal visitors from the 
Prairies to Oceanside has brought 
some enthusiastic dancers to our 
Thursday evening soirees. Rotary 
House in Qualicum Beach is a lively 
place on these January nights. 
 
The Branch 11 Annual General 
Meeting and Christmas dinner were 
held on a very rainy December 6 at 
the Morningside Golf Club. After a 
brief, but engaging discussion of the 
club’s business affairs, the members 
chose, for the 2016 Executive 
Committee: 
 
  President:  Philippa Parker 
  Vice-President:  Roy Bochek 
  Secretary/Treasurer:  Nell Bowles 
  2-Year Directors:  Bob Berge,   
Miriam Shell and Tom Elliott 

  1-Year Directors: Bonnie 
McDougall, Ken Ross and Bob 
Bloodsworth 
Other functions: Membership:
 Margaret Elliott 
Publicity:  Bruce Foden 
 
A lively jam session wrapped up the 
festivities.  
 
Our next meeting and Tea Dance 
isn’t scheduled until January 31, so 
there’s not much to report for this 
earlier-than-usual publication date. 
With the extended interval to the 
next newsletter, I expect there will 
be more then.  
 
Fiddlers are advised to mark 
September 17 on their 2016 
calendars for the annual Coombs 
Fiddle Jamboree. The next 
newsletter will provide confirmation 
and more detail about the event. 
 

Submitted by Bruce Foden 
ebfoden@gmail.com 

 
 

 

KAMLOOPS 
 

BRANCH #12  
 
Well here we are, 
already 2016.  How 
time flies when 

you’re having fun.  January has been 
busy; dances, playouts, jams, 
practices and meetings. 
 
The annual general meeting was 
held on January 17th, resulting in 
very little change in the executive. 
 
February will see many of us at the 
free fiddle workshop which 
Kamloops Interior Summer School 
of Music has arranged for February 
6th.   
 
In March we will be hosting a 
concert with Gordon Stobbe & JJ 
Guy.  The date is March 15th, at 2:00 
pm & the location is Hal Rogers 

mailto:ebfoden@gmail.com
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Centre, 2025 Summit Drive.  Tickets 
are only $ 15.00 each – for tickets or 
more info contact Florence at 250-
376-2330. 
 
On May 8th the White Buffalo 
Society will be having a fundraiser 
at the Sagebrush Theatre.  It’s called 
“Night at the Drum”, this year 
honouring the fiddle.  We hope to 
have some of our members & 
associates participating in that event. 
 
June 17 to 19 will see us gathering 
at Grandview Lodge in Knutsford 
for our annual campout & jamboree.  
Everyone is welcome to come & 
join us. 
 
Now, a reality check.  Our 
membership has shrunk from 129 to 
72 in the last 10 years.  It sure is not 
because of all the hard work of our 
membership & executive.  Times 
change and we will have to change 
also.  We have to find a way to get 
young people interested in our 
Musical Heritage, a style that goes 
back 400 years. 
 
We’ve adapted many times in the 
past.  We’ve gone from French & 
First Nations to other Celtic styles, 
American, Spanish, Scandinavian, 
German, Russian, Ukrainian, Italian, 
etc.  Yes, we have a bit of all of 
these in our repertoires.  So now we 
may have to reach out to other 
Ethnic groups who call Canada 
home.  Let’s keep Canadian Fiddle 
Music a living heritage, not a dying 
one. 
 
  Yours truly, 
   Dave Lynn 
 
 

NORTH ISLAND 
 

BRANCH #17 
 

At the time of 
this writing, we, 
at Branch 17, 
are getting ready 

for our Annual General Meeting, 

and election of officers.  By the time 
you are reading this, we will have a 
whole new slate, to carry on with the 
mundane duties of running a fiddle 
club, interspersed with moments of 
hysteria. 
 
I don’t know why, but all 
organizations seem to be divided 
into four different groups:  
 
1)  The ones who are in for the ride.  
This group is happy to contribute 
nothing to the running of the 
organization, but enjoy all the 
benefits. 
 
2)  The ones who help out once in a 
while.  They give themselves a pat 
on the back when they do help out, 
and feel good about themselves for 
contributing to the effort. 
 
3)  The ones who genuinely want to 
pitch in, but are shy about possibly 
doing something wrong.  Or they are 
physically incapable of doing certain 
things.  If they are asked to do 
something, they gladly try, but are 
too shy or humble to jump up and 
take charge. 
 
4)  The ones who are always there, 
doing more than their fair share, 
year after year.  They keep the 
organization going. 
 
For the first group, there is no hope. 
The second group just doesn’t have 
much interest.  Perhaps this is only 
one of many interests, and they 
don’t feel they have the time to 
devote to one activity, possibly to 
the detriment of other interests.   
There are some of this group who 
will gradually drop other activities 
and move up to group three.  Or 
slowly fade out of the picture 
altogether. 
 
The third group are the future.  They 
are the ones who should be 
encouraged.  They need to be 
brought into the fold.  Maybe the 
fourth group could pull back a bit 

and give some of the third group a 
clearer shot at some of the 
responsibilities.  And accept their 
help without criticizing their efforts, 
if what they do is not the way you 
would do it. 
 
The fourth group are appreciated, 
and rightfully so.  They are the 
reason things run smoothly, almost 
effortlessly, it would seem.   
Sometimes things run too smoothly, 
and when one of them is forced to 
drop out of the picture for whatever 
reason, turmoil ensues.  I would 
urge those in group four, to make an 
effort to bring someone from group 
three into your area of influence.  
Encourage, share responsibilities, 
and praise their efforts, and then 
back off a bit in your own efforts to 
give them a chance to blossom.  
Sure, they will do things differently.  
Sure the organization will change.  
But at least, it will survive. 
 
On another front, I have some sad 
news to report.  I am writing this 
column this time, because Art 
McMartin, who has contributed the 
articles for the past year, passed 
away on December 27th at the age of 
ninety.  Art was one of the founding 
members of Branch 17.  He was a 
top notch musician on many 
instruments, and was always willing 
to share his musical knowledge with 
anyone who was interested.  This 
trait might have stemmed from his 
chosen career path, which was a 
teacher. 
 

 
 
Art was well liked by all, and he will 
be missed without a doubt.  A 
service will be held March 26 
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upstairs at the Courtenay Legion 
between 12:00 & 5:00 pm. 
 
Now, to try and find someone from 
that third group of members who 
might take on the task of writing the 
Newsletter articles. 
 
   Ed Medford 
 
  
 

COMOX VALLEY 
 

BRANCH #18 
 
Baby it’s cold outside.  The 

snow is laying softly on the 
mountains and the mornings are 
cool.  That is until the next rain 
event hits us. 
  
The last fiddle playout of the 
summer for us was at the Filberg 
grounds where we opened for The 
Cumberland Brothers, with Archie 
Pateman and Jack Roland.  What a 
great time we had playing with these 
two bluegrass pros. 
  
The Fiddlejam sessions started in 
September and every second 
Tuesday the hall in the church is full 
with players, young and old, playing 
fiddle tunes for practice and 
pleasure.  The practice came in 
handy for us when we played the 
dance music for the annual L’arche 
Pig Roast at the Big Yellow 
Merville Hall.  We can always play 
our loudest there and the dancers 
really whoop it up. 
  
The beginning of October saw the 
Big Yellow hall host its first 
Heritage Fall Fair and we had a full 
contingent of fiddlers join ten other 
bands that rocked the hall for the 
evening Variety Show.  The fair was 
a great success and we will look 
forward to it next year. 
  
Midway through October, the Island 
was washed in a breath of fresh air 
as the dour boys in blue were shown 

the exit, the Island became orange 
and the rest of the country became 
red.  It sure was time for a change. 
  
October’s Contra Dance at the Big 
Yellow Hall was a corker and we 
saw many new smiling faces as they 
whirled about the floor to our 
infectious fiddle music.  It is lots of 
fun and getting more comfortable all 
the time as the old hall gets gussied 
up.  November saw Fiddlejam 
playing at the annual Variety 
Telethon and then Trent’s new band, 
SpeakerFace, played in the Bridge 
Lounge to a pretty enthusiastic 
audience.  The music is quite a 
change from his other band, The 
Fretless.  More electronic, less 
fiddle.  Then we held our last Contra 
dance for the season and rocked on 
until the wee hour of, maybe, 10:00 
pm.  We had a hall full of dancers 
who didn’t seem to want to leave as 
they were having such a good time. 
  
In December, John Reischman and 
the Jaybirds rocked the Big Yellow 
Merville Hall for all those local 
bluegrass junkies and then we 
settled down to dream of prancing 
reindeer and lumps of coal. 
  
Fiddlejam starts again in January on 
the 19th down at the St George 
United church in Courtenay.  We 
have to get ready for the Robbie 
Burns Contra dance on Saturday, the 
23rd!  What a dance it will be as we 
go all Scottish and even get to wash 
down the haggis with a wee dram. 
  
Next on the roster will be the North 
Island Festival for the Performing 
Arts in February.  Our club plays as 
a group and as soloists.  We also 
donate money towards bursaries for 
young fiddlers.  We will then be 
gearing up for Big Time Fiddler and 
Step Dancer, April Verch, at the Big 
Yellow Merville hall on March 12th.  
That will be followed by Fiddle Fest 
with The Fretless on April 8th and 
9th.   
  

Lots to do and look forward to, 
musically, here in the Comox 
Valley, with our band of frenetic 
fiddlers.  So, Happy New Year to 
everyone in the BC Fiddle World! 
 

Cheers, Craig Freeman 
 
 
 

ALBERNI VALLEY 
 

BRANCH #19 
 
This newsletter is the 
start of the new 
schedule for the year, 

with only three articles instead of 
the usual four.  For some reason or 
other, it just feels as if there isn’t a 
lot to report for this issue.  Possibly 
a shorter time span to cover, and 
fewer unusual events or playouts.  
 
We did play for the A.V. Craft Fair, 
November 15th,  held in the Athletic 
Hall.  It was a difficult venue to play 
in as we were having to set up in the 
bleachers. This was especially 
challenging for the wash-tub player, 
finding room for himself and the tub 
on one step.   We did get a lot of 
positive feed-back though.  
Especially from many of the 
vendors.  As we didn’t have any 
amplification we were concerned 
about the carrying power of our 
sound, in the large open concrete 
hall,  but apparently people could 
hear us on the far side of the room.  
Some vendors were particularly 
happy with the volume, enough to 
hear and enjoy, but not 
overwhelming.  They needed to be 
able to comfortably talk to their 
customers. 
 
November 30th was another Pseudo-
Competition day and it was a great 
success,  with many participants, 
and good quality music.  We are all 
becoming more experienced and 
able to handle more complex pieces 
of music.  Already there is lots of 
chat and excitement about planning 
for the end of February, (it being 
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leap year, the 29th is a Monday), 
with people choosing pieces and 
starting to work on them.  It is 
becoming more of a challenging, but 
fun day, as people are feeling more 
comfortable on their own and under 
a mic. 
 
We held our annual Christmas 
Dinner for members and partners, on 
December 9th, at the Barclay Hotel, 
with about 30 of us attending that 
night. Once again a good dinner was 
provided and a great jam session 
was held afterwards.  A great mix of 
fiddle and vocals,  keeping the 
evening very interesting.   I think we 
made it around the circle three times 
before we decided it was time to go 
home. 
 

We decided to only do four 
Christmas songs this year, and 
played them during the last session 
at each of the Care Homes.  We just 
scattered them among our regular 
repertoire.  December 16th was our 
last playout until we did the New 
Years Eve sessions at Echo Village 
and Fir Park.  The atmosphere at 
Echo Village was especially festive, 
with the room decorated with lots of 
greenery and lights.  Everyone, staff 
and residents alike, were in a very 
up-beat mode, dancing about if able 
to, or dancing while sitting in place 
if needed.   Nice to play for them. 
 
 We do have a dance to play for on 
January 15th, so we are trying to 
refresh our minds and hands of 
enough pieces to keep us going for 
three hours.  We have found several 

pieces that we haven’t played for a 
while and need to bring up to speed.  
This should keep us out of trouble 
for a while, and we hope the rest of 
you are keeping busy as well. 
 
We are definitely in winter mode 
here, starting with freezing 
temperatures and then warming 
enough to snow on the frozen 
ground and now back to our usual 
rain. At least we haven’t been 
prevented from getting to practices  
or play-outs, so that is good.  We 
wish everyone a grand year for 
2016. 
 
  Submitted by, 
   Gail Ross 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

PRICE $15.00 (INCLUDES 
SHIPPING) 
Inquiries contact  lynntribe@shaw.ca, 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

March 15, 2016 – Gordon Stobbe & JJ Guy Concert at Hal 
Rogers Centre in Kamloops – 250-376-2330 

 
April 22 – 23 - Prince George Br. – Jamboree Days 

 
May 17 – 23 – Merritt Br. – Campout at Harmon Lake Elks 

Campsite 
 

May 27 – 29 – Calvin Vollrath Spring Fling – Morinville, AB 
Cultural Centre – 780-645-7748 

 
June 3 – 4 – Calvin Vollrath Concert & Provincial Old Time 

Fiddle Contest – Kelowna, BC – 250-717-8432 
 

June 17 – 19 – Kamloops Br. – Jamboree/Campout at 
Grandview Lodge – 250-376-2330 

 
July 11 – 15 – Kootenay Music Camp in Castlegar – 1-888-

953-1133 
 

July 17 – 21 & July 23 – 27 – Camp Calvin (week 1 & 2) – St. 
Edouard, AB 780-645-1667 

 
July 23 – 29 – BC Fiddle ‘Treat at Gavin Lake 

 
August 26 – Alberta Legends Show & Dance 780-645-1667 

 
August 27 – Canadian Grand Masters Fiddling Competition, 

Morinville Cultural Centre - 780-645-166
Order by mail with cheque payable to 
Branch #7, B.C.O.T. Fiddlers, 
PO Box 20111 RPO Town Centre, Kelowna, BC  V1Y 2H2 

mailto:lynntribe@shaw.ca
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June 3, 4, 2016
Rutland 

Centennial Hall
180 N Rutland Rd.

Kelowna, BC

CONCERT  $20 
Friday June 3 - 7:00 PM 
Dance to follow 
CONTEST  $10   
Saturday June 4 -10:00 AM 
 "Jam with the Pros." after finale 
WEEKEND  $25    
 

Tickets:  At the  Door  
   Accompanied children  Under 12 FREE 

Mark Sullivan 

Daniel Lapp 

Workshops	  on	  
Sunday	  at	  the	  
Rutland	  Ac5vity	  

Centre	  

CALVIN 
VOLLRATH 

John & Lynn Tribe  
 Contest Chair 
(250) 717- 8432 

M.C. - Vic Ukrainetz 
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